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The Yarbrough Family Quarterly 

The Yarbrough Family Quarterly (YFQ) is published four times a year by The Yarbrough 
National Genealogical & Historical Association, Inc. (YNGHA) at Blountsville, AL. 
Distribution is by the Internet. New issues may be viewed online and/or printed by visiting 
the YNGHA website. 

Contributed articles are welcomed and should be sent to the Editor. The Yarbrough 
Family Quarterly, 277 Three Oaks Road, Blountsville, AL 35031-6068. Either paper 
manuscript or digital format (preferably Microsoft® Word or Adobe® PDF) is acceptable, 
and the submitter will be afforded an opportunity to review any editorial changes prior 
to publication. Photographs must be accompanied by a signed release form. 

The YFQ is the successor of The Yarbrough Family Quarterly published by Mrs. Nelle Morris 
Jenkins. That was actually a newsletter, beginning in 1961 and continuing until her death in 
1963. Charles David (“Texas Charlie”) Yarborough began publishing in 1966 and continued 
until his death in 1985. Charles H. ("Tennessee Charlie") Yarbro next served as editor and 
publisher of an interim newsletter from 1986 until 1990. 

Publication of the current YFQ began in 1991 with Leonard Yarbrough as editor. 
Succeeding editors were Karen Mazock, Kent Goble and Gayle Ord. 

Send changes and updates to membership names and addresses, e-mail addresses and 
postal (zip) codes to the YNGHA Secretary, Joanne Augspurger, #7 Deborah Drive, 
Bloomfield, IA 62537-1109.When requesting information about an ancestor, please provide 
an abbreviated pedigree email to the YNGHA; alternatively, post a request on the YNGHA 
Facebook page. The YNGHA is a not-for-profit Virginia corporation engaged in Yarbrough 
family genealogical research and education, focusing on the lineages, deeds and 
accomplishments of the extended Yarbrough and allied families. 
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The President’s Corner….

Dear Members and Friends, 
Here it is the middle of May already, and gardens and crops 
are being planted. Down side is that it looks like we are 
having the highest inflation in 40 years. 

Oh, I really do not miss the good ole days of high gas prices and 14% Interest 
rates…. 

The Covid Virus in its different strains is still with us, and I expect that it will with us 
for a while longer. One our Board Members tested positive this week with hay fever 
symptoms and loss of energy. Vaccine, Vaccine, Booster and now another Booster. Hope 
it works. I suppose we’ll be taking Covid shots annually just we now do with the flu shots. 

We have 136 members that are current in their dues and over 1000 Facebook 
members. If you haven’t yet paid your 2022 dues, please send in  your dues payment for 
2022 

We have resumed  planning our YNGHA Conference this fall in Petersburg, It really 
was too bad we had to postpone the conference last fall due to Covid restrictions. 

Steve Yarbrough has gotten a up-dated proposal from the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Petersburg for the conference. We’re looking at the first weekend in October (6th – 8th) as 
the date. 

If you have any suggested goals and/or ideas for the YNGHA, please let us hear from you. 
Also, if you have (or hear of) a family reunion coming up this year, let Leonard know. 
Thanks members and Family for your efforts in “Keeping the Family”. 

Jim Yarbrough 
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Jottings… Spring officially arrived with the hummingbirds

showing up on April 8th. They really are bossy little birds, and quite 
unafraid of anything. I’m pretty certain I spend too much time 
watching them, but they always have fascinated me. They seem to 
know it, too.  

The good news is that things seem to have settled down with the Covid pandemic (or 
whatever it the current politically correct term may be). The YNGHA has begun planning for 
our next conference in October (6th – 8th). As soon as we have confirmation from the venue 
(Hilton Inn/Petersburg, Virginia) for this date and room rates (expected to be similar to last 
year’s agreed on rates), we will post everything on the website, as well as sending an email 
announcement to those for whom we have email addresses. It will be good to be able to see 
everyone face-to-face again. 

I recently was asked to provide a program on DNA at a local historical society. While 
updating the material I have managed to amass over the past several years, I realized that it 
had been a while since there had been anything recently in the Quarterly about DNA, which 
laboratories are “better”, pros and cons, etc., etc. There’s a number of claims made by the 
various competing laboratories, and it is easy to get misled. Of course, there’s still confusion 
over which test is appropriate, and there really isn’t a single test that does everything that a 
family genealogist might wish to have.  

It is simply matter of addressing what is the purpose of taking a DNA test; i.e, what is the 
desired outcome – chasing down/connecting to a missing link in the ancestral chain, learning 
about the ethnicities collected in one’s family gene pool, determining if there is/are medical/ 
health issues in the gene pool? Once the purpose is clarified, it’s more or less apparent as to 
which test is appropriate. While there isn’t a large pool of testing laboratories, the pool that 
exists is competitive enough in test pricing, so that cost is no longer a critical factor. 

The primary testing laboratories (Ancestry, CRI Genetics, ftDNALabs, myHeritage, 
123andMe) periodically offer discounted test pricing, so shopping around is worth the effort. 
One factor, however, should always be kept in mind – accuracy of results depends upon the 
available databases of test results. At this time Ancestry has the largest database – some 18 
millions of datasets; 23andMe has 10 millions, and the remaining ones are significantly lower. 
The really good news is that the testing industry has improved the accuracy of results (which 
depends heavily on the size of available DNA databases).  

There is no question but that we really need a larger number of test sample from our 
extended Yarbrough families. We still have gaps in our several ancestral lines that exist 
between the third and fourth generations of immigrants. We can extrapolate a bit with 
available data, but the fact remains that we still need more test results. 

Leonard 



Hilton Garden Inn 

Return to Old Blandford! 
The YNGHA Conference is coming in October 2022! 

It will be at the Hilton Garden Inn in Petersburg, Virginia. Details on the actual dates are still 
being negotiated, although it will likely be October 6th – 8th. Room rates are expected to be close to 
what we had last year ($99/day) before that conference was cancelled. 

As soon as the details have been finalized, they will posted on the website, our FaceBook site, and 
a group message sent to those members f or whom we have e-mail addresses. 

There will also be a registration form and tentative conference schedule posted, as soon as we 
have firmed up the details. 

Mark your calendars! 
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Reviewing our Heritage 
Leonard Yarbrough 

“Plus ça change plus la meme chose.1” 

Four decades ago, a nascent organization 
met to correct an error made at the Old 
Blandford Churchyard Cemetery.  The 
headstone of the first person to be buried in the 
newly established parish had been replaced, but 
the name had been mistakenly inscribed as 
“Scarborough”, rather than correctly as 
“Yarborough”. Robert Price Yarbrough, a 
descendant of Ambrose discovered the error 
and began raising support to correct the error. 
Finally, sufficient funds were raised and in 

1980 a marker was placed at the burial site with the correct name. At that time, there were a number of 
Yarbrough family researchers, but the body of knowledge was still very much in the formative stage. 
Complicating matters was the “research” findings of George Washington Yarbrough, an Alabamian and 
one of the earliest family researchers. Unfortunately, George allowed his wishes to cloud his findings, 
and we are still living with the aftermath of his mistaken publication of our family’s history.  

Today, we have some 171 volumes of family research records and copies of the family periodicals, 
and we still know very little about the origins of our first immigrant from the Old World. With the 
advent of DNA testing and the onset of our Yarbrough Family DNA Project, I – along with others – 
believed we might be able to attach various loose familial ends to the proper ancestors. (Yes, Virginia, I 
still believe in the tooth fairy and Santa Claus). Before pulling material together for this issue, I scanned 
the records we have amassed and ended up re-reading Volume 77 of the Blandford Series of Family 
Records. This was a bit of an eye-opener, as I had forgotten some of the details, and I noted a number of 
“factoids” that I either hadn’t noticed or had simply ignored.   

It is appropriate, with our fourth visit to Petersburg and Old Blandford on the horizon, to revisit 
what we thought we knew forty years ago. The following material is from the cited volume.  Most of the 
commentary is by Robert Price Yarbrough, who reported the mis-marked gravestone of old Richard 
Yarborough and was an untiring advocate for the correction of this error. I believe the first part of 
Robert’s discussion was taken from Raymond Yarbrough nomograph “Origins of the Name Yarbrough”. 

1 The greater the change, the more things remain the same. 
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T H E YARBROUGH F A M I L Y 

Its Origin 

The Yarbrough family is regarded as one of the oldest families ih 
England, going bac� to as early as 853 A.D. when authenticated historic 
references are made to Germund, who owned land in Fermethorpe, County 
Lincoln. He is the first of the line recorded. In the old Monastary 
records which were unearthed in World War II bombings, the English 
.Yarburgh family can be traced in an unbroken chain to this Germund. 

The family was of Danish origin and it is assumed they came into 
England (then known as Angle-land) during the Danish Viking invasions 
which began about 800 A.D. The patriarch of the Yarbrough family, 
along with hundreds of his fellow Danes settled in the area now known 
as Lincolnshire, and they continued to war with the West Saxons for many 
years • .  Finally Alfred the Great became king in 871 and after several 
defeats, he won a great military victory, the conquest of London in 886. 
The Danes withdrew to the eastern third of England called Danelaw where 
Danish laws, customs, and language prevailed. 

Heslington Hall, Yorkshire is one of the ancestral homes of the Yarborough Family. 
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As is the custom, all of the bound volumes of our records will be at the Conference. There will 
also be DVD’s of these records for those with laptops (and they can be purchased, too). 
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