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The President’s Corner…. 

Dear Members and Friends, 
Here it is the middle of May already, and gardens and crops 
are being planted. Down side is that it looks like we are 
having the highest inflation in 40 years. 
  

Oh, I really do not miss the good ole days of high gas prices and 14% Interest 
rates…. 

 
The Covid Virus in its different strains is still with us, and I expect that it will with us 

for a while longer. One our Board Members tested positive this week with hay fever 
symptoms and loss of energy. Vaccine, Vaccine, Booster and now another Booster. Hope 
it works. I suppose we’ll be taking Covid shots annually just we now do with the flu shots. 

 
We have 136 members that are current in their dues and over 1000 Facebook 

members. If you haven’t yet paid your 2022 dues, please send in  your dues payment for 
2022 

 
We have resumed  planning our YNGHA Conference this fall in Petersburg, It really 

was too bad we had to postpone the conference last fall due to Covid restrictions. 
 
Steve Yarbrough has gotten a up-dated proposal from the Hilton Garden Inn in 

Petersburg for the conference. We’re looking at the first weekend in October (6th – 8th) as 
the date. 
 
If you have any suggested goals and/or ideas for the YNGHA, please let us hear from you. 
Also, if you have (or hear of) a family reunion coming up this year, let Leonard know. 
Thanks, members and Family for your efforts in “Keeping the Family”. 
        Jim Yarbrough 
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Jottings… It has been a fraughtful quarter, and we have a 

contract with the Hilton Garden Inn in Petersburg for the YNGHA 
conference this coming October. We owe Steve Yarbrough 
(Virginia) for his diligence in negotiating the contract. Details are 
now online at the YNGHA website, as well as in this issue of the 
Quarterly.  

(A side note: When I first came across the word “fraughtful” in grammar school – 

either the fourth or fifth grade or thereabouts, which is to say 1945 – it was during a 

classroom spelling bee. I misunderstood the word and thought it was “frightful”. To this 

day, that is my first reaction, and I am still not too certain as to the actual meaning of the 

fraughtful. I lost the spelling bee, too, so I have a dim view of its usage).  

I recently became engaged in an oral history project for my county, and it is proving 

to be extremely interesting. The project is focusing on the lives of its servicemen, 

covering the period from the mid-1930’s to the present. The few interviews we have so 

far conducted have been mostly practice sessions, but the peeks into the lives of the 

veterans who have served as “guinea pigs” for the interviewing team have ranged from 

merely interesting to fabulous. One of the things I learned during my practice interview 

was that many of my pre-conceived notions of what had been significant to me during 

my lifetime weren’t all that eventful, but the experience gained and later applied were 

what really mattered. It was a bit humbling. 

Wouldn’t it be worthwhile if each of our member families conducted its own oral 

history of its elder family members? All it would require is someone to record the 

session, following a prepared script. The recording can easily be done with a cell phone 

or, for the more technically inclined, Zoom and personal computer.  

Of course, the conference is more that a family reunion – it is also the annual 

meeting of the YNGHA as a corporate body. Besides reviewing the year’s activities, we 

prepare for the coming year’s activities, elect officers and directors, and take care of 

whatever other business that crops up during a corporation’s life. 

– Leonard 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hilton Garden Inn, Petersburg, VA 
 

Return To Old Blandford With Us!  

 

The Yarbrough family records (171 volumes) and 
periodical publications will be available in the 
Research Room.   

There is a registration form and tentative 
conference schedule posted on the YNGHA website.  

Mark your calendars! 
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The YNGHA Conference is October 6th – 8th 2022! 

We are eagerly anticipating seeing everyone there! 

 

              
          

 



 

Tentative Conference Schedule 
 

Thursday, October 6th ARRIVALS 
3:00 – Board arrival and check in/set up; dinner To Be Announced (TBA)  
Meet in Lobby Bar area  
 
Friday, October 7th  
7:00 – 9:00 Breakfast, Hilton Garden Inn or on your own  
8:00 – TBA YNGHA members and guest registration  
–Pick up name tags, schedule, and dinner tickets 
8:00 Research Room open for research and renewing acquaintances  
9:00 – 9:15 Welcome & Conference Overview– YNGHA President, Jim Yarbrough  
9:15 – 10:15 DNA & Family Genealogy: Marriage or Synbiosis? – Leonard Yarbrough 
10:15 – 10:30 Break 
10:30 – 11:30 Speaker – To Be Announced  
11:30 – 1:00 Lunch  
1:00 – 2:30 Annual Board of Directors Meeting, Location TBA  
1:00 – 6:00 Research and/or sight-seeing  
6:00 – Dinner on your own  
 
Saturday, October 8th 
7:00 – 8:30 Breakfast Hilton Garden Inn or on your own 
9:00 – YNGHA Research Room Open Brief overview of day – Jim Yarbrough  
9:15 – 10:00 General Membership Business Meeting – Jim Yarbrough 
10:00 – 10:15 Break 
10:15 – 11:15  Panel Discussion: The YNGHA Future 
11:15 – 12:30 Lunch on your own  
1:00 – 4:30 Research Room Open  
6:30 – 8:50 YNGHA Banquet & Program (TBA)  
8:55 – Group picture – location to be announced  
 
Sunday, October 9th  Farewells & Departure 
7:00 – 9:00 Breakfast on your own, farewells, check out and safe travel. 

 
Past YNGHA Conferences 

 
 

1982 Petersburg, VA  Robert Price & Jane Yarbrough 
1983  
1984 Nashville, TN  Charles H. & Fran Yarbro 
1985 Fort Worth, TX  Charles David & Laura Yarborough 
1986 Charlotte, NC  Robert P. & Laura Yarbrough 
1987 St. Louis, MO  Arlene Weidinger & May Sidney 
1988 Memphis, TN   Phil & Mary Yarbrough 
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1989 Salt Lake City, UT Kenneth & Evelyn Goble 
1990 Springfield, IL   Roger & Delores Yarbrough 
1991 Decatur, GA  Bill & Reba Rice 
1992 Petersburg, VA  Greg & Susan Yarbrough, Karen Mazock 
1993 Huntsville, AL  Leonard & Betsy Yarbrough 
1994 San Antonio, TX Rea Donohue, Ophelia Kessler, Billie Jacobson, Orman & Opal   

   Yarbrough 
1995 Phoenix, AR  Coy & Barbara Yarberry 
1996 Oklahoma City, OK Tom & Loeta Venable, Lecil & Glorene Brown 
1997 Salt Lake City, UT Kenneth & Evelyn Goble, Kent & Kimra Goble, Richard & Gayle Ord 
1998 Columbia, SC  Edwin & Suzanne Yarbrough 
1999 Memphis, TN  Phil & Mary Yarbrough 
2000 Nashville, TN  Ted & Barbara Y. Blanton, Albert & Ann Y. Bush 
2001 Nashville, TN  Ted & Barbara Y. Blanton, Albert & Ann Y. Bush 
2002 Petersburg, VA  Jack & Joan Singlaub, Phil & Mary Yarbrough 
2003 Irving, TX  Rea Donohue, Billie Jacobson, Arlene Weidinger, Karen Snyder 
2004 Savannah, GA  Stan & Virginia Yarber 
2005 Denver, CO  William & Yarbrough 
2006 Springfield, MO Leroy & IrleneYarbrough, Gary & Iris  Yarbrough, Lindel & Peggy 

Snider, Herstie & Naomi Mackey, Wayne & Linda  Yarbrough, Mike &                                                   
Lorraine Helvey, Pat Young, Retha Blades, Karen  Chandler, Beverly 
Havens  

2007 San Antonio, TX Rea Donohue 
2008 Cary, NC  Kathleen Ferguson, Leonard Yarbrough 
2009 Huntsville, AL  Cathy Walker, Ann Bush 
2010 St. Louis  Clark Hickman 
2011 Nashville, AL  James & Hal Yarbrough, Barbara Blanton 
2012 Petersburg, VA  Joanne Augspurger 
2013 Franklin, TN  Joan Singlaub, Barbara Blanton 
2014   
2015 Grapevine, TX  Rusty Moore 
2016   
2017 Charleston, SC  Don Yarbrough 
2018  
2019  Little Rock, AR  
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Meta Bell Yarbrough 
Contributed by Loeta Venable 

 
     Meta Belle Yarbrough was born Sept 16, 1882 in 
the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory.   Meta’s father, 
John Calhoun Yarbrough, was the son of James 
Jackson and Elizabeth Smalley Yarbrough who 
migrated west from Benton County, TN before 1850.  
Her mother, Isabelle Colbert, was descended from a 
French trader and from prominent Choctaw and 
Chickasaw leaders She was born September 16, 1883 
at Coffee Bend, Indian Territory.  Her father, John 
Calhoun Yarborough, was born in Texas.  He came to 
Indian Territory 1871.  Her  mother was Belle Colbert, 
who lived at Mead Oklahoma. 
 
     Meta grew up on her family’s ranch just north of 
the Texas border.  She attended the Chickasaw 
Bloomfield Academy (1), a Chickasaw school for girls. 
She is shown in her graduation dress taken around 
1900.   She married Dec 18, 1901 to Jesse M. Hatchett, 
a farmer and lawyer.  They were parents of five 
children.  Meta became a young widow in 1927.  Bryan 
County, Oklahoma continued to be her home until her 
death on April 20, 1961.  
 
     In a 1937 WPA interview, Meta recalled her family’s 
experiences of living in Indian Territory prior to 

Oklahoma statehood.1  
       
          (photo - Oklahoma Historical Society) (2)   
 
    “ My father’s parents were white people and my mother’s father was a Choctaw and her mother was a 
Chickasaw Indian.    My white grandparents came to the Indian Territory in early days between ’55 and 
’70.  They came to this country from Texas when my father was a lad of nineteen and settled on one farm 
where they lived until they died.  This farm was located in a settlement known as “Coffee Bend” because 
the first family to locate there was named Coffee and the whole settlement was in a bend of the Red 
River.  The name remains the same today.  
    “ Grandfather died shortly after coming to this country (3) and his wife assumed the responsibilities of 
the family consisting of four boys and an invalid daughter.  She endured a great many trials and hardships. 
     “The road in front of her house was a main highway leading to Denison, Texas, from the southwestern 
part of Territory; Denison was a small place but it was the nearest point where thing needed by the family 

 

1 Oklahoma and Indian Territory, Indian and Pioneer Historical Collection, 1937 PH10;  
Hatchett, Meta B.   Interview 12102 p 245; Works Progress Administration Indian-Pioneer History Project for 
Oklahoma; November 9, 1937, Interviewer name, Lula Austin 
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could be purchased and since the only means of transportation of that time was by wagon drawn by 
horses or oxen, traveling was slow. 
In this sparsely settled country where the houses were far apart there was always someone stopping for a 
meal or for water or to spend the night.  Food, water and lodging were seldom denied even to strangers.  
Other people would come from up the country and stay awhile. 
Although whiskey was not allowed to be sold in the Indian Territory those who wanted it could easily get it 
in Texas and many drunken men traveled along that public highway.  Travel on the road was almost 
continuous during the fall and winter.   
   “My grandmother would often be obliged to open her door at night to drunken Full bloods and she 
would be very much frightened. 
There were no shipping facilities except by wagon trains, and these wagon trails often became more cow 
trails. This country was a waving field of green grass during more than half the year with no lack of water.  
There were quite a few acres of this excellent grazing land leased by Texas ranchers and others, but the 
real coming of the cow man dates from the building of the M. K. & T. Railway about 1871. 
     “There were many new townsites provided for along the new railroad among them Durant, which was 
then a lonely farmhouse surrounded by a few acres of cultivated land and a wide expanse of beautiful 
country in its natural state. 
     “Long before the railroads came through there was a stage couch line through what is now Bryan 
County.  The general direction of this road was north and south, but one traveled many directions before 
he arrived at his destination. 
There were stage stands located on this road about ten to twelve miles apart.  One of these stage stands 
was Carriage Point, which derived its name from a remnant or part of an old carriage that had lain at this 
particular spot for many years before there were any settlement or buildings of any kind on that site. 
     “Carriage Point was first settled by the Ridge family, then owned by the Fisher family, later on who 
operated the stage stand for a period of two or three years until the M. K. & T Railroad was built through 
Indian Territory. 
     “The original old house or inn was built in the shape of an ell;  it was a rambling one story structure 
built of heavy hewed logs and faced the west.  On the front there were two big long rooms, one about 
sixteen feet square and the other was about sixteen feet by eighteen feet square with a huge stack 
chimney built of rock between them. 
     “There was a fire place in each room with closets on either side of the chimney-one opening into either 
room and one opening into the larger room only.  There was a wide latticed porch running the entire 
length of the front of the house and on the east just back of the big rooms were three or four shed rooms 
which were used for bed rooms. 
     “Farther east was a wide-open hall running north and south and next to and adjoining this hall on 
further east were the dining room and kitchen.  There were other buildings too, a milk house ad a smoke 
house, which were very near but were not connected with the main building. 
In the yard, there were black locust, catalpa, hackberry, cedar, wild cherry and mulberry trees; all planted 
by Calvin Colbert and his wife, Emma. 
     “Another landmark on this place was the old barn which housed the coach horses and other stock.  The 
frame work of this old barn was made of heavy hewed logs put together with wooden pins and it stood 
until only a few years ago when it was destroyed by a wind storm.  There was an old well near by which 
furnished much cool, clear and sparkling water.  This well was famous in its day as there were few wells or 
watering places at this time along the stage coach road.  It was very deep, about eighty feet. It was a dug 
well, walled entirely with rock.  In later years there were many times from ten to fifteen teams watered 
from the well at one time. 
     “There was a tavern at Carriage Point where food and lodging could be had and for those 
accommodations the landlord sometimes received as much as $500.00 in one week.  There were three 

-18- 



 

stage stands along the route in what is now Bryan County.  The names of these were beginning north and 
coming south, Nail Crossing on Blue River, Carriage Point, midway and Riverside on Red River.  Nail 
Crossing was given its name in honor a very wealthy family named Nail.  The Nail family belonged to the 
Choctaw tribe of Indians and were a large family, in fact on of the largest of the Choctaw Nation. 
     “Riverside was located very near Red River at Rock Bluff Ferry which was owned and operated by Frank 
Colbert’s great-uncle.  After their marriage my parents lived at Coffee Bend for several years and then 
moved to Carriage Point.   I was four years old at the time. 
Father had forty twenty dollar gold pieces stored away in an old ten cent snuff box in the bottom of his 
trunk, when he and mother married. 
     “My father was one of the well-to-do farmer ranchers of the country and in that station in life we 
children were reared. There were six children including an orphan cousin but only four were reared 
entirely in the Indian Territory.  The others although reared in the same home were practically 
Oklahomans.   Since father’s occupation was farming and ranching he kept several farm hands and 
cowboys.  Father’s cow pony was named Frank and he was sometimes used to drive the calves home at 
milking time and it was great fun to the cowboys to have a new man ride Frank after the calves.  Of course 
they always sent the new man riding Frank bareback and he invariably came home walking and usually 
carrying his bridle.  Old Frank died around the age of twenty-five years. 
    “ As on so many ranches of the middle west there was a bunch of wild horses that grazed on our range.  
These were not so wild possibly as those on the mountain ranges of Arizona and New Mexico but these 
were wild enough so that one must take them by surprise and be riding a mighty good horse to pen them, 
which sometimes took hours to do and often required a fresh horse or two. Not withstanding this 
precaution rarely any of the bunch could be penned unless their leader was also penned.  The leader was 
an old gray mare belonging to Mother’s estate, raised on the range and which lived to be past thirty years 
of age and never had a rope, bridle or saddle on.  My father used mules mostly on the farm but when the 
boys saw the need of another horse to ride, they with Father’s assistance selected one from the wild 
bunch and began the tedious task of taming and training him.  This procedure was called “Broncho 
busting” or “Breaking”. 
     “There was always a professional bronco buster at home, and there was one thing that I remember 
particularly.  One of these professional bronco busters grew from small boy to manhood on our ranch and 
became such an expert rider that afterwards toured the United States and a part of Europe as the 
principal rider in a Wild West Show. 
     “During the spring months and summer while the herds are slick and lazy because of the abundance of 
water and delicious green grass, the ranchman is preparing for the worst season of the year, the winter. 
The men labored in the summer and fall, gathering in feed stuff, load after load and storing it away. There 
were great cribs of corn, tons and tons of the finest prairie hay, and cotton seed stacked in a pen about as 
large as a five or six roomed house.  On top of the stack was carefully shaped like the sharp, long roof of a 
house and packed well and smooth with a long wide board or plank and allowed to settle, then the rain 
had no effect on hay and cottonseed for in this way the water was forced to run off and could not soak 
into the stack. 
     “We were just twenty miles from Red River and the Texas line on the south and the line between the 
Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations ran through our place.  The cattle usually came from the South and the 
prairie fires were always in the south and west because of the grass lands.  It used to be interesting to 
climb upon the gate post or sit on the high stake and rider rail fence that enclosed the stock pens or 
corrals and watch the cattle go by with hundreds in the herds. 
     “When we looked over the mountain ridge and saw a huge cloud of dust we knew that a drove of cattle 
was coming and immediately our men saddled their horses preparing to meet the cowboys and ride with 
them the full length of our home cattle range, a distance of from four to five miles in order to “cut out” 
any of our cattle that might go with the herd  and be driven away. It was difficult to drive a big herd of 
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cattle through a country of practically open range and not pick up a few now and then and, too, some 
cowmen did not object to thus increasing their own herd and the natural inclination of cattle to assemble 
was apt to increase the number of strays which might be picked up. 
     “When there was a prairie fire in the locality every man whether resident or visitor put forth every 
effort in fighting prairie fires; some going to the barn lot to harness the team to the wagon, some getting 
out the water barrels and others gathering sacks together.  These things constituted the fire department, 
and crude as it was, it was very effective.  The men would drive like wild to meet the fire and would fight 
the flames, which were sometimes fifteen feet high where the grass was rank, for hours until the men 
would be effectively black from the smoke and cinders.  Occasionally a man would fall from the heat and 
exertion while fighting the fire, but his comrades after caring for him the best they could, continued to 
fight until the flames were extinguished for the fire must not be allowed to sweep the range of its grass or 
to burn the old fashioned rail fences that enclosed the farming land or destroy the hay or straw stacks 
which were being carefully kept for winter forage for the cattle. 
     “I remember on one occasion we saw a prairie fire coming and there was a family camped in Father’s 
hay meadow directly in the path of the fire, about a mile from our home.  The tent of this family was 
entirely surrounded by heavy grass land and they had a baby only a few hours old.  Father saw their 
danger and began planning to save them and if possible to save their belongings.  So he made the 
necessary preparations and went with his men and an extra team.  They barely had time to hitch the team 
to their hack and hurriedly make the mother and baby comfortable enough for a wild ride, before the 
flames were on them.  Father and his men saved this man, woman and baby and on returning to the fire 
Father was informed that one of his men had risked his life to rescue the horses which were tied to a 
fence.  This brave man’s face was blistered and the hair on the horses’ bellies was scorched, but aside 
from this no damage was done.  When these fires occurred not only did our people fight the fire but our 
neighbors very willingly joined the ranks also. 
     “It was not possible to attend church very often for there were few ministers.  The ministers were 
called Circuit Riders and usually came no oftener than twice a month.  The minister with whom we were 
the most closely associated in my youth was the Reverend Mr. Reed.  He was a Presbyterian and we were 
Baptist but we were all delighted to have him make our home his stopping place. 
     “There were other circuit riders who were just as worthy in every way but I shall mention only two 
others of whom it can safely be said that the country is better for their having lived in it; The Reverend Mr. 
Frank Wright and the Reverend Mr. Dixon Durant.  Both were Choctaws by birth and Presbyterians by 
faith.  The Reverend Mr. Wright was a young man during Indian Territory days, a pleasant speaker and a 
well educated man, who later became an evangelist.  The Reverend Mr. Durant, the first resident of 
Durant and for whom the town was named, was a much older man than Reverend Wright.  The little 
church of our community was located at Double Springs in the midst of an Indian settlement in the 
Chickasaw Nation about two miles southwest of the present site of Mead.  There was nothing at Double 
Springs except two Springs side by side, constantly flowing, a church house for the winter and an arbor for 
the summer.  The Indians used to hold their meetings there and one of their preachers was the Reverend 
Mr. Dixon Durant.  It was the custom of these old time Indian meetings to cook and serve the food in 
Indian fashion. 
     “All the food was prepared at the meeting place --- there were men and women who did the cooking 
while --- there attended the services.  A beef or hog was --- and dressed and cut into small pieces by the 
men, while the women, with the mortar and pestle, prepared the beaten corn.  The corn was placed in the 
fire to cook in pots that had been set in lime? and filled with water.  When the corn began to get tender 
the meat was put into it and the cooking continued until both were thoroughly done.  No salt was added 
except by the individual if so desired to his or her individual bowl.  This was called Panchi pashofa. 
     “The people would seat themselves on the ground on either side of this improvised table and fill their 
bowls from the big pots with long handled horn spoons.  There were smaller spoons to eat with. 
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Our lunch was prepared on Sunday morning before leaving for the morning service and Mother --- early --- 
and we all attended the evening services.  Sometimes there would be three services, morning, afternoon 
and evening.  In this --- we carried our lunch and dinner with us because we lived five miles from the 
church house and that was too far to make the trip many times in a wagon. 
     “At that time, the only courts we had in the Indian territory were Indian Courts.  The only Indian court 
house that I remember having seen was one room about sixteen feet square with a loft or garret.  It was 
made of heavy hewed oak logs put together with notches --- the ends and fitted into each other and 
daubed --- stacks, then painted with lime.  The floor was of slabs of rock and at one end was a big rock 
fireplace. 
     “This old court house was located in the southwestern part of the Chickasaw Nation, four miles north of 
Red River and one mile north of Bloomfield, a Chickasaw Indian School.  These Indians courts tried cases in 
which Indians were involved.  There were many white people living here, also, at that time; but cases in 
which a white man was vitally interested were taken to the Federal Courts which was located at Ft. Smith 
Arkansas. If there was a case between two Indians and either of them was a Federal officer, that case was 
also taken to the Federal Court.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo property of the Oklahoma Historical Society 
  
     “Bloomfield enjoyed such a good reputation that the school was termed ‘the Bryn Mawr of the 
West.’   Bloomfield graduates were known as ‘the Bloomfield Blossoms.’; The course of study was 
designed to educate students to become leaders, to participate in both Indian and white 
communities, and to help Chickasaws transcend significant social and economic boundaries.”    
(Amanda Cobb, Oklahoma Historical Society archives). 
     ‘Grandfather’ refers to James Jackson Yarbrough (2-28-1820 AL – 2-3-1875 IT).  His wife was 
Elizabeth Jane Smalley (5-18-1824 TN - 1-29-1896 IT).  He is the son of George and Phoebe Wyatt 
Yarbrough. Several of James Jackson Yarbrough’s children and grandchildren married members of 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes living in the vicinity of Bryan County, OK. “  
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What We Are Doing… 
 
 
Karla Yarberry Davis 

Adair County native Karla Davis is principal of Louisville's Greathouse-Shryock Elementary School which 
has been named a National Blue Ribbon School for the second time. When the award was announced in 
September Karla shared, "So proud to be a Greathouse Lion today, I'm thankful for our staff and families 
who work together to help our students Be Their Best!"  Congratulations to Adair County native Karla 
Yarberry Davis who is principal of award-winning Greathouse-Shryock Elementary School in Louisville, 
just named a 2021 National Blue Ribbon School for the second time. The coveted National Blue Ribbon 
Schools award affirms the hard work of educators, families and communities in creating safe and 
welcoming schools where students master challenging and engaging content. 
 
 Davis described the honor as more meaningful coming after on the heels of one of the most challenging 
years for educators and students. 
The U.S. Department of Education judges schools in one of two performance categories, based on all 
student scores, subgroup student scores and graduation rates: 
 
* Exemplary High-Performing Schools are among their state's highest performing schools as measured by 
state assessments or nationally normed tests. 
 
* Exemplary Achievement Gap-Closing Schools are among their state's highest performing schools in 
closing achievement gaps between a school's student groups and all students. 
 
School data from 2019 showed 92% reading and math proficiency among the over 500 students at 
Greathouse. It was among only 325 public and private elementary, middle and high schools in the nation 
recognized this year for overall academic performance or progress in closing achievement gaps among 
student subgroups. 
 
She will join school leaders accepting the award in National Harbor, Maryland, on November 5. Three other 
schools awarded this honor in Kentucky were Anchorage, Ft. Mitchell, and Gamaliel in southern Monroe 
County.  Principal Davis can be reached at karla.davis@jefferson.kyschools.us - or send congratulations 
messages to her through her proud parents, Curt and Janice Yarberry. 
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Hyram Yarbro. Online skincare guru Hyram Yarbro, known as Skincare by Hyram on both 
YouTube and Tik Tok, has officially signed with Semaphore Licensing to pursue licensed 
opportunities.  Yarbro’s fascination with skincare began as a way for him to cope with an eating 
disorder, lighting the fire for him to discover beauty within himself. Launching his YouTube 
Channel  in 2017, their content focuses on debunking beauty myths, educating subscribers on 
skincare routines and reviewing products of all price points. Semaphore’s goal is to see Hyram’s 
brand positioned within initial product categories such as skincare, sun care and bedding. 
“Honest and relatable, Hyram is the virtual skin care consultant that provides you with the truth 
when you look in the mirror,” says Michael Bienstock, founder and chief executive officer, 
Semaphore Licensing Solutions. “His connective ability to provide informative content in a 
manner that captivates his fan base through sheer authenticity has set the stage for him to 
become  a household name. I believe he will quickly become the ‘mega-star’ of skin care.”  

To date, Yarbro’s have achieved more than 187 million lifetime views with 3.41 million 
subscribers, while their TikTok  fanbase is in excess of 5.8 million followers. Yarbro has also 
graced the cover of The Washington Post  and his expertise has been featured by the New York 
Times, Harper’s Bazaar, Today.com, Business Inside The Teen Magazine and Gloss. 

“Our collaboration with Hyram will allow us to bring the solutions Hyram’s fan base craves to 
retail shelves and the ecommerce space,” says Lisa Berlin Wright, senior vice president, 
licensing, Semaphore Licensing Solutions. “We are focused on securing licensing partners in 
skincare, sun care and bedding that have a reputation for delivering high-quality products. With 
bedding, Hyram recommends changing your pillowcase every night if you have acne. We look 
forward to creating a Hyram brand pillowcase made specifically for acne sufferers!"  

 
 
Robert Yarbrough.  Robert Yarborough, 
professor of New Testament at Covenant 
Theological Seminary, will deliver Beeson 
Divinity School’s annual Biblical Studies 
Lectures. 

A graduate of the University of Aberdeen in 
Scotland, Yarbrough taught at Covenant 
Theological Seminary from 1991-1996 and 
returned in 2010. Previously, he served at 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (1996-
2010), Wheaton College (1987-91) and Liberty 
University (1985-87). He also has taught or facilitated theological education in Sudan, South 
Africa, Australia, Hong Kong and Eastern Europe. In the United States, he has pastored or 
served on pastoral staff in Montana, Missouri, Illinois and North Carolina. 

Yarbrough most recently has written commentaries on Romans and the Pastoral Epistles and has 
published widely in New Testament studies. He is also co-editor (with Andreas Köstenberger) of 
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the Exegetical Guide to the Greek New Testament (B&H Academic) and he serves as editor of 
the Covenant Seminary Journal, Presbyterion. 

The Biblical Studies Lectures are one of Beeson Divinity’s three annual lectureships and are held 
to enrich the spiritual life of the Beeson community and to enhance the educational experience of 
Beeson students. Guest speakers committed to the proclamation of the Holy Scripture are chosen 
because they pursue their study of the Bible with the utmost academic rigor and integrity. Their 
scholarship serves as an example of the faithful and diligent attention to the study of Scripture 
that Beeson hopes to instill in its students. 

 

Jeff Yarbrough.  Hutto Police Chief Jeff Yarbrough 
has been bestowed with one of the highest honors 
possible for law enforcement in the State of Texas. 
During a special ceremony on Friday, June 10, 2022, 
inside the Texas House of Representatives at the State 
Capitol Building in Austin, Chief Yarbrough was 
awarded the Law Enforcement Achievement Award by 
the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement. 
The award is given annually to peace officers, 
reserve officers and jailers who have exceeded the 
normal expectations of job performance through acts 
of professional achievement, public service or valor. 

Chief Yarbrough was nominated in the professional achievement category by his peers. The 
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement defines the criteria as “when an individual, through 
personal initiative, fixity of purpose, persistence, or endeavor, creates a program or system which 
has a significant positive impact of the law enforcement profession which would exceed the 
normal expectations of job performance.” 

The prestigious professional achievement honor stems from Chief Yarbrough’s work in his 
former role as the Chief of Police for the Round Rock Independent School District, where he 
oversaw safety and security for 57 campuses with nearly 7,000 employees and over 50,000 
students. 

While with Round Rock ISD, he developed and implemented the “four pillars of policing” model 
that focused on school safety, equality, behavioral health and student advocacy. A major portion 
of the policy included teams of social workers that worked directly with police officers to 
develop non-law enforcement solutions to address student needs. 

 “It is a model that has never existed in law enforcement,” Chief Yarbrough said. “It incorporates 
social workers into the police department. It was built upon student advocacy, meaning officers 
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were advocates for students. The goal is to get them the help that they need so that they don’t re-
offend.” 

The program was so successful that Chief Yarbrough was brought on to teach it a Master’s-level 
course at the Texas School Safety Center, the governing body for all school-based police 
departments in the State of Texas. 

“This is something that I am very proud of because I see the benefit of how it’s actually helping 
to set people up for long-term success and just not addressing the issues that can impede them 
now,” he said. 

Just a few months on the job as Hutto’s Police Chief, Yarbrough is now implementing his four 
pillars of policing model in the local community – aiming to achieve the same success here in 
Hutto as he did in Round Rock. 

“All of our citizens have differing needs and differing expectations, because people are all 
different,” he said. “We want to find other options and resources so that when [an offender] 
overcomes the issues that they’re facing, they can look back and say ‘I’m so glad those officers 
intervened in the way that they did.’ I really am proud of this professional achievement because I 
think with this award, it is a starting point for what we’re going to do in Hutto.”   

Chief Yarbrough has over 27 years of law enforcement experience and has previously served as 
an investigator with the Texas Attorney General, the State Bar of Texas and the Travis County 
District Attorney. He earned his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Texas and his 
Master’s degree from Texas A&M University. 

 
In Memorium 
James Leon Yarbrough.  Mr. James “Buddy” Leon 
Yarbrough of Arab, Alabama; departed from this lifetime on 
Saturday - February 26, 2022 at the age of 79 years.   
Mr. Yarbrough was born on May 21, 1942 in Marshall 
County, Alabama to William Curtis Yarbrough and Nora 
Latham Yarbrough. Mr. Yarbrough was a Heavy Equipment 
Operator for the City of Arab. He also proudly served his  
country in the United States Army and the Alabama National 
Guard. Buddy enjoyed working and operating heavy 
equipment, racing cars, Alabama Football and old cars. 
Mr. Yarbrough leaves behind to celebrate and reminisce his 
life; beloved wife of 60 years, Lou Yarbrough; sons, Tim Yarbrough and Jeff Yarbrough 
(Helen); brothers, Leamon Yarbrough (Dorothy), Clinton Yarbrough (Barbara) and Jimmy 
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Yarbrough (Kim); sisters, Helen Williamson, Betty Black and Shirley Eubanks (Ted); 
grandchildren, Elizabeth Yarbrough and Matthew Stone; great grandchildren, Cameron Stone, 
Felicity Stone, Dalton Stone, Landon Stone and Jayden Stone. 

 
Mr. Yarbrough is at last reunited with his; parents, William Curtis Yarbrough and Nora Latham 
Yarbrough; brothers, J.B. Yarbrough, Elmer ‘Shorty’ Yarbrough, Wayne Yarbrough and Linton 
Yarbrough; sisters, Elizabeth ‘Boat’ Widner, Johnny Ruth Widner, Lee Ethel Thomas and 
Brenda Benefield. 

 

Harriet Travers Yarbrough. Harriet Travers Yarbrough of 
Daniel Island, SC, wife of 63 years to the late Joseph Coleman 
Yarbrough, Jr., died April 23, 2022. Harriet was born March 12, 
1935 in Norfolk, VA and was the daughter of the late Rev. 
Marshall Edward Travers and Harriet Dwight Travers Roberts. 
She grew up on Church Street at the St. Philip's rectory in 
Charleston, SC. Harriet graduated from the High School of 
Charleston in 1952. She graduated from the University of South 
Carolina and from the School of Nursing of the Medical College 
of South Carolina in 1957, where she became an obstetrics and 
gynecology nurse. On a blind date, she met and fell in love with 
Joe. They were married in 1958 with her dad officiating the 
ceremony. Joe and Harriet moved to Iowa for Joe's 
Ophthalmology residency and back to Anderson, SC in 1963. 
Harriet raised her 5 children in Anderson, SC. Joe and Harriet 
returned to the SC Lowcountry in 1998 to retire to the Isle of 
Palms and raise their granddaughter, Linsey. Harriet loved her 
children and grandchildren with all her heart. Being a Mom and a Grandmother was her passion. 
After the tragedy with her oldest son, Joe, she was driven to improve school bus safety, pushing 
for regulations for the swing out stop sign and red flashing lights on all school buses to prevent 
future tragedies. She served as the Chair of the State Safety and Disaster Preparedness. She 
served as the Chair of the Benevolence, Health Careers, and Doctor's Day at her local medical 
auxiliary. She served as President of the Caprician Club and as President of Anderson Junior 
Assembly when they published the first Carolina Cuisine Cookbook. Harriet donated boundless 
time to numerous philanthropies from the Cancer Society, Heart Society, and the United Way. 
She was a member of the National Society of Colonial Dames and The Huguenot Society. She 
was an active member of Grace Episcopal Church in Anderson, SC and The Church of the Holy 
Cross on Sullivan's Island, SC. She loved tennis and helped start and formalize the structured 
tennis league in SC. She loved to travel, snow ski, being at Lake Hartwell, and being at the beach 
with family and friends. Above all else Harriet was a loving wife, mother, and grandmother and 
will be forever missed. Harriet is survived by her daughter, Lynn Yarbrough Landreth (William 
Michael Landreth) of Naples, FL, and their children, William Travers Landreth and Joseph 
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Reems Landreth; son, James Dennis Yarbrough, Sr. (Elizabeth Vallotton Yarbrough) Greenville, 
SC, and their children, James Dennis Yarbrough, Jr., Mary Louise Yarbrough and Joseph 
Maxwell ,Yarbrough; son William Dwight Yarbrough (Jennifer Allen Yarbrough) of Daniel 
Island, SC, and his children, Caroline Ivey Yarbrough, Joseph Coleman Yarbrough, and their 
daughter, Ella Carter Yarbrough; and Linsey Madison Yarbrough, Marshall's daughter, whom 
Joe and Harriet adopted. Harriet was preceded in death by her husband, Joseph Coleman 
Yarbrough, Jr. and two sons, Joseph Coleman Yarbrough III and Marshall Edward Yarbrough.  

 

Marlon Yarbrough. Marlon Yarbrough, age 77, 
of Glenwood passed away on Thursday, April 7, 
2022. Marlon  was born on March 4, 1945, in 
Glenwood, the son of John Jefferson 
Yarbrough and Artie Bates Yarbrough.  He 
was preceded in death by his parents; three 
brothers, Eugene Yarbrough, Billy Yarbrough, 
and Marion Yarbrough; and two sisters, 
Odessa Lindsey and Levada Lindsey.  

He enjoyed fox and coon hunting, working 

with his roses, and loved riding his horses and 
shoeing them.  In his younger years, he will be remembered by many as the local milk man.    He 
was a very gifted and talented singer and guitar player and enjoyed sharing his music with his 
family and friends.  Marlon’s greatest joy in life was spending time with his family, who he 
loved with all his heart, especially his grandchildren, who he loved to babysit and spoil every 
chance he would get.  

He is survived by his loving wife, Marsha Yarbrough of Glenwood; two sons, Kenny Yarbrough 
of Glenwood and Kerry Sikes of Minden, Louisiana; his daughter and son-in-law, Delana Lynn 
and Leon Cogburn of Glenwood; four grandchildren, Marlon Taylor, Madison Sirmon, Klint 
Yarbrough and Khiley Yarbrough; two great-grandchildren, Jeffrey Taylor and Kayson 
Yarbrough; two brothers, Johnny Yarbrough and Ray Yarbrough, both of Glenwood, and 
numerous nieces, nephews, extended family members and a host of wonderful friends. 

Vada Rosecrans-Yarbrough. Vada Rosecrans, went to be with the Lord on Wednesday, March 
9, 2022 at MyMichigan Health of Midland, Michigan at the age of 81. Vada was born June 24, 
1940 in Bay City, Michigan to the late James Linton Sr. and Bertha Morley. She married 
Howard Rosecrans, who preceded her in death October 3, 2001. Later she married her loving 
husband, Lafayette Yarbrough on December 27, 2004 at Zion Lutheran Church of Bay City. 
 
Vada started to learn songs and sing at the age of 2. At 5 she won a local talent contest. As a 
teenager she was signed to recording contracts at Mercury Records and then recorded with 
United Artist. Chet Atkins produced her records and Elvis Presley backup singers, the Jordanairs, 
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sang background vocals. She started a family in 1961 and gave up her career in singing but 
continued singing in the church choir, weddings, funerals, and nursing homes. Lafayette and 
Vada recorded 4 CD's together and enjoyed entertaining up until her passing. Above all, time 
with family was most special to her. 
 
Vada is survived by her best friend and husband, Lafayette “Laf” Yarbrough; beloved children, 
Scott Rosecrans, Renee Rosecrans, and Tami (Gene) Jacobs; four grandchildren, Chad (Lauren) 
Seymour, Jordan Jacobs, Madelyn Jacobs, Nathan Jabobs; three great-grandchildren; siblings, 
Ruby (Don) Goodman, Janet Medlyn, Robert (Linda) Linton and Richard (Beth) Linton; as well 
as many nieces and nephews. In addition to her parents and first husband, Howard, she was 
preceded in death by grandchildren Allyse Seymour and Ronnie Seymour; and brother, James 
“Jim” Linton Jr. 

  
 

Charles Yarbrough.  Charles Fredrick Yarbrough, age 74, a resident of the Fly Community in 
Santa Fe, passed away Wednesday, February 9, 2022, at Maury Regional Medical Center after 
a brief illness. Charles was born on March 20, 1947, to Willie Austin and Edna Mae Cling 
Yarbrough weighing in at 14 pounds. Charles and three of his brothers spent several years at 
Bethesda Home for Boys in Savannah where he found his love for animals. Charles and his 
brothers would later go to work for B. F. Diamond in Savannah working on tugboats. Charles 
was the cook, and he held this position until he retired. 

Charles is predeceased by his parents, his wife, Barbara, his sisters, Cassie Haymans and 
Peggy Wilder, and his brother William (Red), Jottie, Wallace, and Harry Yarbrough and his 
brother Rickey O'Neil. 

Charles is survived by his sister, Jeanette Haymans of Richmond Hill, GA; his brother, Eddie 
Yarbrough (Debi) of Forsyth, GA; adopted son, Jason Littleton; stepson Harold Jackson, 
stepdaughter Suzanne Yates; and grandchildren, Teryn (Heather) Jackson and Angela Jackson. 

 

 
Tracey J. Yarbrough.  Tracey J. Yarbrough 44 of Vincennnes, 
passed away on Friday, March 6, 2022. He was born in 
Washington, IN on August 28, 1977 to Janet Sue Talbert and 
Jeffrey Butch Yarbrough Sr. He enjoyed; fishing, motorcycle 
riding, mushroom hunting, arrowhead hunting, and was an avid 
outdoorsman.  

Tracey is survived by; his father Jeffrey Butch Yarbrough Sr, 
daughter, Cheyenne S. Yarbrough; two brothers, Dustin 
Yarbrough, Jeffrey Butch Yarbrough Jr, and a girlfriend, Kim Ivers 
Ivers. He was preceded in death by; his mother Janet Sue Talbert 
and his daughter Cheyenne’s mother, Christina Lynn Hole. 
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Tommy Hugh Yarbrough.  Mr. Tommy Hugh Yarbrough, age 86 of Ephesus, Georgia, passed 
away on March 14, 2022. Mr. Yarbrough was born on November 20, 1935 in Heflin, Alabama to 
the late C.P. and Evie Camilla Yarbrough. He was a proud 20 year veteran of the US Air Force 
and was widely known for his ability to build or fix anything. 

Tommy married Martha Ingram Yarbrough on April 2, 1961. Surviving his death are his wife, 
Martha; his daughter Kim (Scott) Dukus of Woodland, Alabama; his son, Shawn (Fleeta) 
Yarbrough of Ephesus, Georgia; four grandsons, Ty (Taylor) Dukus, Nick (Lauren) Dukus, 
Cannon Dukus, and Matthew Yarbrough; two granddaughters, Kelsie Yarbrough and Beth 
Yarbrough; three great-grandchildren and one sister, Eva Arnette.  In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by 18 brothers and sisters. 

Tommy loved his family beyond measure, but loved the Lord more. He and Martha attended 
Gray Hill Church of God faithfully. 

 

  

Kaitlynn Ann Marie Yarbrough. Kaitlynn Ann Marie 
Yarbrough, age 17, of Caled onia, passed away peacefully 
surrounded by her family on March 20, 2022, at her home. 
Kaitlynn was born February 4, 2005, in LaCrosse, WI to Mark and 
Patricia (Schroeder) Yarbrough. She was a junior at Caledonia 
High School and had a sweet and happy disposition. She enjoyed 
music, crafts, baking, and watching and interacting with others. 
She was very loving and will be greatly missed by many. She is 
suvived by her father, Mark; sister, Samantha; grandmother, Jean 
Ann Thery; aunt, Nicolette (Nicholas) Gengler; and many cousins 
and friends. She was preceded in death by her mother, Patricia; 
paternal grandparents, Dale and Kathy Yarbrough; and maternal 
grandfather, Eugene Schroeder. 

 
 
 

George Yarbrough.  George Allen Yarbrough Sr. died peacefully March 16, 2022. Survived by 
his wife Sarah Yarbrough of 69 yrs. Brother Dayward Yarbrough. 3 sons Rocky, Gary and 
Johnny. 2 daughters Patricia Morgan and Darlene Moore. Daughter in laws Sandra and Darcy. 9 
Grandsons. 3 grand-daughters. 19 great grand children and many neices and nephews. Preceeded 
in death by parents Calvin Eli and Zula Mae Yarbrough, brothers Calvin, Vernon, and Bobby. 
Sisters Doris Childress and Joyce Redford. Son Timothy Yarbrough. George was a Korean war 
veteran. Before retiring owned a produce warehouse on the Dallas Market. George was a loving 
husband, father, grandfather, uncle and friend. He will be greatly missed. 
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Harmon Yarborough, Jr.  Mr. Harmon Lexton 
Yarborough, Jr., 77, passed away on Friday, June 3, 
2022 at the Wayne T. Patrick Hospice House. 
A memorial service will be held at 2:00 pm on 
Friday, June 10, 2022 at Garden Sanctuary Church 
of God, with Revs. Patrick Conley and Troy Beaver 
officiating. The family will receive friends prior to 
the service from 12noon – 1:30pm. Burial will be in 
Grandview Memorial Park - Cherry Road. 
Born in Lake City, SC, Mr. Yarborough was the son 
of the late Harmon Lexton Yarborough, Sr. and the 
late Lona Mae Rhodes Yarborough. He was also 
preceded in death by his son, James Harmon 
Yarborough. He was retired from Comporium with 
over 34 years of service and was in the Army National Guard. He was a member of Garden 
Sanctuary Church of God. 

 
Surviving are his wife, Nancy Privette Yarborough; his son, Richard Lexton Yarborough 
(Janene) of Moosic, PA; his daughter, Ashley Dare Yarborough Rosen (Dave) of Clover, SC; his 
grandchildren, Domanique Alexia Yarborough, Tyler Lexton Yarborough, Joshua David Rosen, 
Rebekah Dare Rosen, Madison Alexus Rosen and Jared Lexton Rosen. 

 

Bonnelle Ethel Graham Yarborough.  Bonnelle Ethel Graham Yarborough passed  peacefully 
Sunday, March 20, on her 91st birthday, at Newberry County Memorial Hospital. She was born 
on March 20, 1931, and was the only child of the late Felix Daniel and Ethel Waites Graham of 
Livingston Road, Pomaria. 

Bonnelle is preceded in death by her husband, Joel Foster 
Yarborough, Jr., who she married on December 26, 1953. She is 
survived by their two children Joel Foster Yarborough, III (Lisa 
Davis) and Lena Sue Yarborough; and, her four grandchildren 
Leah Yarborough of Chapin, South Carolina, Lauren East of St. 
Louis, Missouri, Nicholas East of Dallas, Texas, and Daniel East of 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

She graduated from Pomaria High School in 1949 as valedictorian 
of her class. In high school, she was a cheerleader for the 
basketball team, class officer and editor of the yearbook. After high 
school, she attended Newberry College and graduated cum laude in 
1953 with a BS in business. During her senior year at Newberry College, she was named to 
"Who's Who Among Students in American Colleges and Universities." She was later certified in 
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elementary education after earning a BS in secondary education. She also earned graduate credits 
through Clemson and University of South Carolina. 

Following graduation, she worked six years at the State Department of Education Certification 
Division. From 1968 through 2009 she taught second grade for 41 years, at Pomaria Elementary 
and Pomaria-Garmany Elementary, where she was lead teacher for 20 years. She loved her 
students and worked diligently to see that they excelled in reading and math. 

For more than 50 years she was a manager and worker at her local polling precinct, served 26 
years on the Newberry Memorial Hal Kohn Library Board, and was a wedding director for many 
years. She was a Girl Scout leader and enjoyed camping with the girls. In 2000, she received the 
award as Newberry's Career Woman of the Year presented by the Newberry Business and 
Professional Women of the Year. 

Bonnelle was a lifelong member of New Hope United Methodist Church where she helped with 
many activities throughout the years including most recently teaching the adult Sunday School 
class and was the church historian. In 2010, she was honored with the Faithful Servant Award. 

She loved people, life, to read, and had many friends. She also loved the family farm and 
thoroughly enjoyed her cows and goats. 

She wanted to express gratitude to the medical staff at Newberry Memorial Hospital, Upstate 
Wound Center, Amedisys Home Health, Newberry Internal Medicine, and all others who cared 
for her. Finally, she would like to share her immense gratitude for her beloved friend and relative 
Dianne Graham. 
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