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Dedication

Whether we wish to admit it or not, we are the future of our ancestors, as our
descendants are our future. We owe our descendants our dreams and bequeath to them the
legacy of our collective accomplishments — nothing more and nothing less. To our
descendants, we charge you with the honoring of your heritage. Your ancestors were hardy
folk, god-fearing and plain spoken, and who recognized that nothing was due them except
that which they themselves earned. They were not ashamed to profess their belief in God,
their country and the American ideal. Of course, there were a few rapscallions in our
collective history, but neither more nor less than in any other family.

We too easily forget what it took to forge a life in a new world, one rife with peril and
with little at hand but a steadfast determination to not only survive but to thrive. Our
ancestors bequeathed us with their genes, aspirations and talents. It is therefore fitting that
the Blandford Series of Yarbrough Family Records be dedicated to them for making it
possible for us to be who we are.

To paraphrase Robert Kincaid!, “The dreams they had were good ones. They didn’t
all come true, but they were worth having, all the same.”
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! The Bridges of Madison County, Robert James Waller, Warner Books, Inc., New York, 1992



Preface

These records are the legacy of our Yarbrough family researchers, to whom much is owed. The
known family researchers include Jean Baker, Ann Y. Broadbent, Mary Y. Daniel, Frances (Rea)
Donohue, Betty Humrighouse, Pauline Gray, Evelyn Goble, Nelle Morris Jenkins, Ophelia Kessler,
Frances Lockwood, Karen Mazock Renee Smelley, Dorothy Svec, Jeanette Wilson, Cleveland “Cy”
Yarborough, Edna Yarbrough, George A. Yarbrough, and Robert Price Yarbrough.

The originals of these volumes are being kept for the benefit of future generations by the
Williamson County Library, Franklin, Tennessee.

No claims of accuracy or authentication of the material herein are made or may be assumed.
Many of these records have been superseded by subsequent research. Hence, there are records
which are erroneous and unreliable; it would have been a Herculean task to attempt to correct all
of them. Fortunately, there are only a few critical genealogical facts that are involved, and which
are correctly stated here:

e Richard (the Immigrant) Yarborough was never married to Frances Proctor;

e Ambrose Yarbrough did not immigrant from Yorkshire; he is now believed to be a
descendant of Richard the Immigrant;

e There are so far only two proven sons of Old Richard — John and Richard I1;

e There is so far no evidence proving Joshua Yarborough I to be a descendant of Old
Richard.

e The “Old Country” referred to in old documents and letters is the Colony of Virginia,
not England or the Old World.

e There were not seven brothers who immigrated from “the old country”; in fact, it now
appears there were three brothers and four sons of the brothers. Which were the
fathers and which were the sons are so far unknown.

In spite of these inaccuracies, these records comprise much of our history and some of our
accomplishments. There are pages whose print quality is so poor that word recognition was not
possible. In spite of that, at least partial capability for searching these volumes is provided, as well
as an index to each volume. Nonetheless, the viewer is cautioned to perform his/her own due
diligence in connection with any use of this material.

The various spellings of the Yarbrough surname have never been applied consistently, even
within a given family. To the extent possible, the names in the index reflect the names used on the
source pages; where it wasn’t clear as to which might be the proper spelling, the spelling used is
“Yarbrough”.

The material contained herein is subject to the copyright laws of the United States. Material may
be freely used by Yarbrough family researchers so long as proper attribution to the Yarbrough
National Genealogical & Historical Association, Inc. is given. This material, in whole or in part,
may not be used for any other purposes without the express written permission of the Yarbrough
National Genealogical & Historical Association.

We welcome the submission of any Yarbrough family information that can be added to our
growing data base. More information about the extended Yarbrough families can be found at our
website, http://www.yarbroughfamiy.org. If you are a Yarbrough or a member of one of our allied
families, we invite you to join our family association.



mailto:yngha@otelco.net?subject=Request%20to%20use%20YNGHA%20Copyright%20PRotected%20Material
mailto:yngha@otelco.net?subject=Request%20to%20use%20YNGHA%20Copyright%20PRotected%20Material
mailto:yngha@otelco.net?subject=Submittal%20of%20Material
http://www.yarbroughfamiy.org/
http://www.yarbroughfamiy.org/oneform.pdf

1950 FAILY GROUS RECORD-682

Fage 2

lu:RD Alfred Thomas BRYAKT Dr -£24

YR OF BIRTH 1858

l Alice Elizabeth GOGGANS-977

YR OF BIRTH 1857

CRILDREN (CONTINVED)

l RAME: ERYANT-983

- BORN: 1984 PLACE: Goodwvater,Coosa,Alabasa
MARR: PLACE:
DIED: PLACE:

SPOUSE: o

NAME: Lena BRYANT-SEA
BORN: 29 AUG 1366
MARR: 11 FEE 1511
DIED: 6 AUG 1964

PLACE: Goodwater,Consa,Alabaaa
PLACE: Chandler,Henderson, Texas
PLACE: ¥aco Mclennan,Texas

SPOUSE: Archie Lee/YARBROUGH Sr.-SEE\




' FUSEAND Alfred Thomas BRYANT Dr -£24

i

g BORK: 24 OCT 1858 PLACE: ,Coosa,Alabana
CHR.: PLACE:
| MARR: 12 DEC 1878 PLACE: ,Coosa,flabaxa
| DIED: 20 JAK 1908 PLACE: Chandler,Henderson,Texas
I BUR.: PLACE: Chandler,Henderson,Texas \
¥ Father: John Jay BRYANT-596 :

[ Rother: Sarah Ann ROBINSON-621
lDTHER WIVES:  Prince LAVRENCE

S 3131 flice Elizabeth GOGGANS-977

l EORN: 12 SEP 1857 PLACE: ,Coosa,Ailabama
f CHR.: PLACE:
DIED: 12 APR 1900 PLACE: Chandler,Honderson, Texas
IBUR.: PLACE: Chandler, Henderson,Texas
ather: James Peterson GOGEANS Dr -122h

Mothar: Kary Jane WORKS-1234
I GTHER HUSRANDS:

I IN ORDER OF BIRTH
1. NRMED BRYANT-979 SPOUSE:
----  BORR: 1879 PLACE: @nodwater,{oo0sa,Alabasa
l X MARR: PLACE:
DIED; 1875 PLACE: Goodwater,loosa,Alabana
2 NAME: Jases Jay BRYANT-97S SPOUSEY Sunshine YARBRQUBH-%?\\
---- BORN: 24 SEP 168! PLACE: Goodwaler,Coosa,flabama gist to Se
» MARR: 30 JUN 1907 PLACE: Chandlar,Henderson,Texas sznirmib} Sﬁ'h of
l DIED: 27 DEC 1959 PLACE: Pleasanton,Atascosa,Texas Texas. oughe
3. NAME: BRYANT-980 - SPOUSE:
—-~-  BORN: 1882 PLACE: @ondwatsr,Coosa,Alabaaa
I " ARR: PLACE:

DIED: 1862 PLACE: Boodwater,Coosa,filabaaa

: HANED BRYANT-981 SPOUSE:
-—-  EORN: 1862 PLACE: GBoodwater,(oosa,filabaka
3 MADR: pLACE:

OIED: 1862 PLACE: Goodwater,Coosa,filabama

f NAME: Sallie Valencia “Linnie® BRYANT-982 EPOUSE: James Monroe CONAWAY-1559
---- PORN: 2 O(T 1882 PLACE: Goodwater,Consa,flabama

£ MARR: 26 DEC 1902 PLACE: Tyler,Smith,Texas W%%W

DIED: 20 JUN 1957 PLACE: Hillsbora,Hill,Texas

Dianne Conaway Blankenstein

2722 Cork Place Sials, Seth .

Fort Worth, Texas 76116 PHORE: (B17) 244-4931 /7 , z

l Rame and Address of Subaitter: Lot Sratds,




1980 Fage |
'ss:».mm James Jay BRYANT-97%
DRN: 24 SEP 18P PLACE: Goodwater,Coosa,filabara
I PLACE:
RR: 30 JUN 1907 PLACE: Chandler,Henderson,Texas
IED: 27 DEC 1958 PLACE: Pleasanton,Atascesa,Texas
R.: : PLACE: '
lther: Alfred Thomas BRYANT Dr.-624 '
ther: Alice Elizabeth GDGGANS-977

THER WIVES:

FE Sunshine Y&RBROUGH-997

..... " Father of Harvey Father of Charles —

RN: 16 MAY 1850 PLACE: Chandler,Hend ,Tex . L oh .
R PLACE: ancier fendersan, texas Yarbrough is Richard Yarbrough is
JEDT 11 DEC 1975 PLACE: Pleasanten,Atascosa,fexas William Yarbrough Harvey Yal”broué_’:’h
iR PLACE: Married Bethsheba  and Margaret Miller
‘ther: Charles Richard Yarbrough both died 1840 married in Sumter Coc.
the'! Nannie Jane Spear Sumter Co., Ala. Ala.
ITHER HUSBANDS:
Y CHILDREN LIST EACH CHILD (LIVING OR DEAD)
E IN ORDER OF BIRTH
l_ KG¥E: Richard Thosas BRYANT-998 SPQUSE: Ruby Elizabeth BURNAM-1004 —
----  BORN: 23 4PR 1907 PLACE: Chandler,Henderson,Texas
¥ MARR: 1¢ JAM 193 PLACE: Johnson City,Blanco,Texas
I T ODIED: PLACE:
2. NAKE: Hazel twendolyn ERYANT-999 SPOUSE: Robert Fenner HUMPEREYS-1029
'-- BORN: 2 MAY 1911 PLACE: Chandlar,Hendarson,Taxas
: MARR: 14 NAY 1937(div) PLACE: Floreaville,Vilsen, Texas
DIED: PLACE:
' KAKE: “ldon Lyle BRYANT-100C SPOUSE: Maomi Ruth Jones GRAY-1D44
-——-  EORN: 20 JUL 1913 PLACE: Taylor,¥illiasson,Texas
¥ MARR: 22 AUG 194¢ PLACE: Pleasanton,Atascosa,Texas
I 0IED: PLACE:
F NAME: James Chester BRYANT-1001 SPOUSE: Kary Geneva RICKERSON-1052
l—- BORK: 19 JUL 1922 PLACE: Crystal City,Zavala,Texas
KARR: 19 JAN 1942 PLACE: Princeton,,Texas
OIED: 10 DEC 1972 PLACE: Waro,Mclennan,Texas
lE. NAKE: Hartha Jane BRYANT-1002 CPOUSE: Herbert Edein TAGERT-1061
---- BDRN: 26 JUL 1924 PLACE: Crystal City,Zavala,Texas
o KARR: 3 JUN 1947 PLACE: Pleasanton,fiascosa,Texas

l DIED: PLACE:

wage and Address of Subaitier!
I;snne Cona¥ay Elankenstein
T:Z Cork Place
sarioWorth, Texas 76116 PHOKE: (817) 244-4991




FR¥ILY GROUP RECORD-£8Z

YR OF BIRTH 1858

YR OF BIRTH 1857

CHILDREN (CONTINVED)

NAME: BRYANT-983
BORN: 1684
MARR:
bIem:

PLACE: Goodeater,Coosa,Alabasa
PLACE:
PLACE:

SPOUSE:

NANE: Lena BRYANT-SE4
BORK: 29 AUG 1866
FARR: 11 FEE 1911
OIED: 6 AUG 1954

PLACE: Goodwater,Coosa,Alabana
PLACE: Chandler,Henderson, Texas
PLACE: Waco,Mclenman, Texas

EPOUSE:

Archie Lee YARBROUGH Sr.-*ﬁ?




FAMILY GROUP NO. Wusbend's ¥ ~ N S. Brapch Mallobt

Tms Information Obtalned From: Gussande Day Month Your City, Town o Place County or Provincs, stc. 8tate or Country " Add. Info. on Musbanc

RN Rirth ) ~
) Chr'nd
Mar.
Desth
Qurlal
Piacey of Residence
coupetion ) Chyreh Atfiiiation Milltary Rog,
Fiins aparats SR 1or Suth mar ‘ y -

HsFatner Charles Richard Yar. MatwsMeadnmNems Nonppieo Jane Snear

Wite’s Full Maiden Name Nell Yarbrough

wites Day Month Yesr City, Town or Place County or Province, stc. State or Country Add. into. on Wi'e

Birth
—Frances Donohue ehrag
1206 _4, Viest Lth Doatn
Breckenridge, Tex, !Oeeh
@mpiﬂlph eld a Kessler Piacos of Residence
Agdress Box 2 51 Qccupation if other than housewlte Church Atfiilation
cy, smeNewcast lg s 18X, | 3‘&; m"w:r.m’sn‘!.his' M! fgg"ug" (r:’mm!.“'

Date Her Father Mother's Maiden Name

The Eoevtor Poblinbere, fuc .,

tsh. Publiskers of TEE

Tl
CENEALOGICAL BELFER. Srnd for 5 lrve cntalugnr widh

Suts sud full descriptions of many graceingical aids.

P.0. Bex

Form A2, €

Chilgre: » Neme in Foll lﬁohlwm'a
(]

(Arrange (1 order of birthy Ll

£

Day Month Yesr City, Town or Pace County or Province, etc. State or Country Add. Info. on Children

1 . Birth
] Mar.

Full Name of Spouse® Death

e
i
Buria! "
2 Birth

Mar,
Death

Full Kema of Spouse’

Burla!
3 Birth
Mar.
Deanth
Burial

Pull Hame of 3pouse®

4 Birth
Mar,
Desth

Buriai

Full Nams of dpouss’

5 Birth
Mar,
Death

Burial .

["Full Name of Spouss®

8 Birth
Mar,
Oeoath

Fuli Nama of Spouse’

Burial
Birth
Mar,

~i

(3
Full Name of Epouse Death

Burisl

8 - Birth

-

Mar.
Desth

Fuli Nsme of Spouse”

Burial

©

Birth

Mar.

Full Name of Epousse®

Death

Burlal

110 a Birth . ‘
) Mar. A
["Fuil Name of Bpouse” . . R S

Oeath




1




----—--—-ﬁi--

Yarborough
FAMILY GROUP NO. Husbande t = ,_Ralph Webster Yarbrough

This information Obtained From: Bancre e Day Month  Year City. Town or Place County or Province, eic. Siate or Country Add. Info. on Husbanc

Birtn
Cheng
st
Resth
Burig)
’l!m.ﬂm___
gmws. Qmmmm'z________ummL
ner wives, if sny Nn m
ok

Hiskaner (o] og Richard Yariro;gmmwnhm Nannie Jane Scvear

for..
THE
L]

o
eutalogre
ovesalagien] side.

Wife's Full Maiden Name Onal Warren

-l Day Month Yesr City, Town or Place County ar Province, etc. State or Country Add. into. on Wile

! Birth

Svad for o bee

ol donesigtions of meny

T
1sh.

Bog Qonotuss. o
, Box 111
! Breckenridge, TX 76024 7 w

wﬂia_hﬁalsr Piaces of esidence

Acsrees BoX 261 Ocoupetion If other than housawite Ghureh AMillation

j City, "'"Nelgﬁﬁxlﬁ T.E]E Omﬂhmnuruumw

Date Wer Father Mothers Meiden Keme
Sox ?‘vxmm A l;\' ;:‘:m Day Month Year City, Town or Piace County or Province, etc. 8tate or Country Add. Info. on Chiidren

1 ' 1 son

QQHFEEQ ﬂgrren Mar. Jefferson
paen |9 Mar, 1986( Arlington Va. Buchanan Y.

Ann Buris! Austin Memorial- Park, Austin, TXe] Dau, Clar

Form A).
r.0.

L
W‘L

—~—

Birth
Mar.
Desth

.| Byriat
3 Birth
. Mar,
Desth
Burlal
4 Birth
Mar.
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]

(
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] Mar.
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Mar.
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7 : Birth
Mar.
Death
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8 S Birth
Mar,
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9 Birth
Mar.
Death
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10 . Birth

Mar.
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‘Ralph, Opal
arborough
given tribute

- Former senator, wife
N e celebrate 90th birthdays

By‘Bryan Woolley

Staff Writer of The Dallas Morning News

AUSTIN — When Ralph Yarborough was
growing up in the village of Chandler on the
edge of the East Texas Piney Woods, he and
some of his 10 brothers and sisters used to play
under the sycamore tree with Ray and Opal
Warren, the children of the school principal,
who lived next door.

Many years later, in 1928, Opal married

B Related photo. 1A
Ralph, but not until he promised never to go
into politics.

Thursday evening, nearing the end of the
65th year of their marriage, friends from all
over Texas gathered to celebrate the 90th
birthdays of Ralph and Opal Yarborough. He
was born June 8, 1903, and she on June 12.
Their party was on the lawn of the Governor's
Mansion, a house that the Yarboroughs tried
three times to make their home, but never suc-
- ceeded.

Associated Press “I think I put up more yard signs and more
' telephone pole signs for Ralph Yarborough
than any other candidate in my lifetime, in-
cluding me,” said Gov. Ann Richards during

‘arborough, wife mark 90th birthdays

t' Ann I.{iChards (right) joins in si.ngir}g Happy B.jr thday the celebration. “ . . . The truth is, they should
rsday night at the Governor’s Mansion in Austin to former have lived in this house.”

emocratic U.S. Sen. Ralph Yarborough and his wife, Opal. Both Mr. Yarborough lost gubernatorial races in

90 this week. (Story, Page 29A.) 1952 and 1954 (when terms of office were only

_ : ' two years) to the incumbent, Alan Shivers,

and in 1956 to U.S. Sen. Price Daniel, who was
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Ralph, Opal Yarborough
iven tribute in Austin
or their 90th birthdays

Jontinued from Page 29A.

called
lme by the conservative Texas
mocratic establishment to- op-
»ose Mr. Yarborough, the leader.
@the party’s liberal wing.
!Indeed, of nine statewide po-
" .cal races he ran after his wife
released him from his promise,
g, Yarborough won only three.
.t those were for the remainder
Mr. Daniel’s term in the U.S.
Senate and two terms of his own.
ring his 13 years in Washing-
‘, he was among the most de-
voted warriors for the social and
aducational programs that would
ome known as John Ken-
y’s New Froatier and Lyndon
Johnson's Great Society. But in
1970, the conservative Demo-
tic establishment spent $6 mil-
n — an unheard-of sum at the
rime — to oust Texas’ senior sena-
tor and give the nomination to
iyd Bentsen.
As the sun lowered on a
muggy evening, Mr. and Mrs.
rborough sat under a. large
ie oak, she in a wheelchair and
in an iron lawn chair, his cane
propped against a small table be-
g c him. For a while, he would
le and shake hands with each
ll-wisher who passed, but
since the line stretched across
> wide lawn, down the corridor
.Vthe mansion, onto the veranda
%d down the front steps, he fi-
nally had to give up. Although
1 hale for a man of nine dec-
s, he wears a hearing aid now,
walks with the cane, and his
clothes hang loosely on a frail

y.
“The other day, I was going to
pick up a box of books,” he told
the crowd later, “and Opal, who
En’t bossed me around much
°r the years, said: ‘Put that
jown! I don’t want you to die be-
fere that Ann Richards party!” ”
.While a string quartet from

. Austin Symphony played on

the veranda, the guests, esti-

“The other day, I was
going to pick up a box
of books, and Opal,
who hasn’t bossed me
around much over the
years, said: ‘Put that
down! I don’t want
you to die before that
19

Ann Richards party!
— Ralph Yarborough

ple love so much that they wore
out a phonograph playing it dur-
ing their honeymoon, Mrs. Yar-
borough said.

Texas Supreme Court Justice
Bob Gammage, acting as master
of ceremonies, read a letter from
Vice President Al Gore, who
called Mr. Yarborough “a legend,
even by Texas standards.” The
vice president’s father, Albert
Gore, served with Mr. Yarbor-
ough in the Senate.” Justice
Gammage read another letter
from David Allred, son of the late
Texas (Gov. Jimmy Allred. Mr.
Yarborough throughout his ca-
reer, Mr. Allred said, had
“worked to put the jam on a
lower shelf so the little people
could reach it.” And representa-
tives of the Yarboroughs’ various
alma maters — Sam Houston State
University, Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity and the University .of
Texas Law School — presented
plaques and certificates honor-
ing the couple’s public service.

“It’s a pleasure to host you in
this house, where I'm a tempo-
rary tenant and hoping for a
longer lease,” Ms. Richards told
them. “I like public housing, Sen-
ator. I've always approved of it.”

She presented her guests with
a plaque recognizing them as
“true Texas heroes” and thanked
them “for your great, good kind-

punch (the Yarboroughs are life-
long teetotalers) and snapped
pictures of one another, as one
woman said, “for the good old
times.”

When the crowd waiting to
shake hands finally thinned,
someone pushed Mrs. Yarbor-
ough’s wheelchair down the
lawn to a large green-and-white-
striped tent where a podium and
microphone had been set up. Mr.
Yarborough followed with his
cane, pressing the flesh, working
the crowd along the way. The
quartet played his old campaign
song, The Yellow Rose of Texas,
and Tea for Two, a song the cou-

Then  Justice Gammage
handed over the microphone %o
Mr. Yarborough. “I owe my lor.g
life to abstinence from alcohol
and tobacco ... ” he began. Al-
though a little weaker now, his
rich East Texas voice still rose to
the fiery hyperbole that re-
minded his friends of all those
hot Texas summer campaigns of
the 1950s — a time when running
for office meant making speeches
from flatbed trucks and shaking
the hands of the electorate in 254
courthouse squares, before the
professional TV image-makers
made politics a different kind of
game.

Good L ool
run in the Fani ly
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You are Cordially Invited
to join
Opal Warren Yarborough
and
Ralph Webster Yarborough

i
i
i
. In Celebrating their
i
i
i

90th Birthdays

Thursday, June 10, 1993
5:30 — 7:30 p.m.
The Governor's Mansion
Austin, Texas

R.S.V.P. by June 3rd

By invitation only (512) 472-8682




‘;gncumo
muaowuﬁn

; 4?03 QF UMTEQ




NEWSphoto By Dolores Irvin

¢njoying dinner at the Yarbrough conference are, left to right, Opal

nd Senator Ralph W. Yarbrough of Austin, Texas with Dr. Gil
‘atson, pastor of Oak Grove United Methodist Church, who furnished
the entertainment for the evening as Joel Chandler Harns and Boyce
‘arbrough of Philips Tower who served on the hospitality committee.
'arbroughs spell their names in various ways; Yarbrough, Yarbor-

i
l Yarbrough Family Reunion

ugh, Yarbra are all acceptable.

lYcurbrough
lReunion In

l By DOLORES IRVIN
Family reunions have always
been fun—a time to remember and
see how other “kinfolk” are doing.

l The Yarbrough family intends
to keep in touch with their “kiss-
ing cousins.”” The Yarbroughs
have established a real family

'conference which meets regu-
tarly. They know that the 1980
census showed 22,000 Yar-
broughs.

. July 26-28th brought many
Yarbroughs to Decatur, for their
ninth national conference. Regis-
tration show 115 registered from

' 19 states.

Bill and Reba Rice of Decatur
served as hosts for the 1991 con-
ference, which met at the Holiday

.Inn in Decatur. The guests spent
time in sightseeing, and looking
over some of the family histories
and documents.

The highlight was a workshop
conducted by their own archivist
and historian, Karen Mozock from
Virginia Beach. She brought

lqlong some rare books, old land
maps and an index of marriages
that she and another one attend-

l ‘ng the conference had worked on.

THE FAMILY banquet on Sat-
urday evening in the ballroom of
the hotel brought together most of
the Yarbroughs who were regis-
tered for the conference.

Lewis Yarbrough from Olym-
pia, Washington, came the longest
distance; Leslie Yarbrough who
lives only a few blocks away, and
Bill and Reba Rice, Decatur, the
shortest distance. The oldest was
the honor guest 88-year-old,
former Senator Roger L. Yar-
brough and wife of 63 years, Opal
from Austin, Texas. The youngest
was their grand-niece 13 year old
Wendy from Irving, Texas.

The 1991 conference was dedi-

Family Has
Decatur

cated to the memory of Allen Scott
Yarbrough, past president, who
died last year. His widow and son
attended the dinner.

Two others who are deceased
and have played a part in this
conference were recognized in the
printed programs, Founder Robert
Price Yarbrough from Charlotte,
N.C. and Charles David Yar-
brough of Fort Worth, Texas, edi-
tor of the Yarbrough Family Mag-
azine.

Master of ceremonies for the
program was Bill Rice well known
in Decatur for many years for the
Fice Store on the Square. His wife
Reba was a Yarbrough before
their marriage.

Following the dinner, entertain-
ment was furnished by Dr. Gil
Watson, pastor of Oak Grove
United Methodist Church, who
portrays Joel Chandler Harris, au-
thor of the Uncle Remus Fables.

SENATOR YARBROUGH
spoke to the group, briefly, about
some of the Yarbrough memories.
He had been to the Carter Center,
but missed his friend, former Pres-
ident Carter. )

The senator is well known in
Democratic circles. This year he
has been presented an award of
merit from the National Federa-
tion of Democratic’ Women, and
several awards from Texas Demo-
cratic groups.

Scientist Leonard Yarbrough
was introduced. An Antartica
mountain range is named for him.
This runs across the Equator to
the Soutb Pole.

The president of the conference
will be Roger Yarbrough of
Springfield, Ill. Their next confer-
ence, their tenth, will be held at
the site of their first, in Peters-
burg, Virginia.
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guishgd Alumna Award in 1969. A long-time member of the Capital
Area Alumnae Chapter, she is a charter member of the Austin
Woman's Federation, and a founder of the Austin Lawyers” Wives
Club. Thr years, she.hhas.beenactivei(rm‘meAmerican}{istqry\ L

Cluib, U S:Senate Ladics Red Cross Group; Demogratic Wives Forum,

(@~ gasinton
tayer Group for Congres
ciety:: With her husband, she
digestoration of historical materi;
0 heridevotion to Texas Woman's:
\d for a life of exemplary service. = -
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June 12, 1993

RALPH'S PARTY: It was your typical Austin Democratic bagsh: =&t
S otclock your feet hurt, and you didn't want to leave the house and fight
the traffic and the sun to get there. And by the time you'd shaken hands
with the scrubbed, blotched-faced earnest old campaigners from the past,
and seen the Judges and their ladies, and hugged the pretty dark-haired
women, and walked the grass of a starchy, late afternoon garden party at
the mansion, then heard the wind sigh high in the trees at Scholz! later,
you never wanted to leave.

The Governor put it well as she saluted Ralph and Opal Yarborough

under the striped tent. She sald the press had asked what the event was

(The Senator and his wife were both 90 this month.) "But the truth is,
Senator and Mrs., Yarborough," she went on, "that .this party is for all of
us."

Ann Richards looked around at former Congressman Bob Zckhardt in his
white sult and white planter's hat. at rotund Oklehoman Jim Boren, who ran
Yarborough's break-through campaigns in 'S6 and 'S7, at little 82-year-cld
Leonara Speir, whose husband was a securlty guard at the mansion for
Governor Jimmy Allred, at labor leader Roy Evans, at Ralph's veteran
staffer Charlle Johnson, at the gnome-like loyalist and Yarborowgh backsar

Mike Ethridge, at Houston liberal leader Billie Carr, her once flame-color

neir a mMmore subdued bIonds theSé days, at tThe ground-breakling Judge

William Wayne Justice of Tyler and Rulz case fame,

. about she said "I told them it was a celebration of two important birthdsys,

WinstoN Book, Editor and Publishier © AUSTIN EAR, 1992
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The Governor looked at the Democrats assembled on the hillside
across from the granite caplitol of Texas, and she told the honorees:

"We dbn't get to see each other. We don't have any more D.0O.T.
conventions. We don't get to romp much any more. We don't get to crawl
through the bathroom window at the state convention. As g consequence, some
of the fun is gone. So, to celebrate your birthday is to bring us together
as a family. 4nd, like a family, sometimes we quarrel. But to come together
is a Joyful thing."

Winging 1t in a skillful extemporaneous way the Governor seemed to
pick up steam as she turned to the Yarboroughs -~ Opal sitting in a wheel
chalr, end Ralph sitting beside her -- and she satid:

"It's g pleasure to host you in this house where I'm a temporary tenant,
and hoping for a longer lease," (There was laughter. )

"I 1ike public housing, Senator," Richards said in her trumpeting,
trade mark tone. "I've always approved of 1ti"

As she began her remarks, the Governor said the Yarboroughs were a
"driving force" behind the principle that you should tell the truth in
politics. And she sdded: '"The least we could do is have a birthday party
for Ralph and Opal Yarborough because the truth is they should have 1lived
in this house." There was great applause.

II

Ralph Yarborough, who began his political life with a race for attorney
general in 1938, and who vaulted out of a conservative state as a liberal
U.S. 'senator in 1957 after three bruising battles for the governor's seat,
spoke briefly but with surprising force. The old warrior's volce was reedier

than in the days when he could stump with the best of them ~=- but the upwarc.
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lthey have never been afraid to hope and dream.

PR
-

l This reporter walked past ‘the northeast corner of the mansion grounds,

'jusit scross the street from the capitol, where out on the sidewalk Henry B.

Gonzalez, wearing nis white suit, had the nerve to announce for Governor of

lTexas in May of 1958. We had Just read a piece in a labor bulletin about
Cesar Chavez. Chavez died this spring at age 66 after working LO years to

organize farm workers. The bulletin said when he died "Brother Chavez was

making 6,000 a yesr a8 president of the United Farm Workers of America,

AFL-CIO. He refused to accept more money than his union members made . "

l v
Over at Scholz Garten, Ralph Yarborough was belng honored in another
lcéremony presided over by State Democratic Chairman Bob Slagle. Yarborough
lfans chatted and relaxed in the usﬁal fashion, over the foaming pitchers under
the trees. Darknesé'?fell and the évening grew cooler. Inside by the bar
.regulars dropped by Henry Holman's table. Henry was inviting people to HIS
birthday party to be held next door at Saengerrunde Hall on Sunday, June 30.

lHenry will be 80, and 1t 1is safe to say Henry and Mary Holman have worked in

'uO years.
' The reporter stepped out of Scholz! onto San Jacinto to go to his car,

every Ralph Yarborough campaign, and many of the fundraisers, of the past

and over to the left the capitol dome shone brilliantly, seeming right up

lclose, and all the windows in all the state office buildings to the north of

the capitol, up Congress Avenue toward the University tower, seemed aglow.

The writer turned down the dark side street. Inside the'garden, a loose

mpeter Jim Bryan, who gather there

.aggregation of young musicians under tru




every Thurday evening as the Wurst Band, were playing "Way Down Yonder In

New Orleans." The trumpets sounded very brassy and bumptious and a litt.e

o

hollow behind the trees, the sweet sounds of the reeds and the pumping of -

tubas coming .through.
- Sp4pd

WHO WAS THERE: Among the hundreds at the by-invitation mansion affair, we
spotted: Mrs. Jean Danlel, wife of the late Governor Price Daniel, there wit
her granddaughter Marilyn Murph; Carol Yontz, a Yarborough secretary in the [
days; Cactus Pryor and wife Peggy; columnist Molly Ivins who, as Senator
Yarborough told the crowd he thinks he's reached 90 because he's '"not touched
alcohol and tobacco", puffed on a cigarette; contractor Earl Trull and wife
Louise; beauteous Suzann Madeley; Ken Koock (of the Green Pastures Koocks) an
wife Nancy;. lawyer Chrys Daugherty and:Sarah; lobbyist and former liberal Tex
senator Babe Schwartz; Houston's Benton Musslewhite, personsl injury lawyer w
was in Washington with Yarborough as legislastive side and administrative assi
ant; Austin judiciasl fixture Mace Thurman; Jim Sonntag and Beverly; former ru
councilwoman Emma Long, widow of capltol news great Stu Long; former state
senator Walter Richter and his environmental Dorothy; fedora-wearing Bi1ll Bel
Judge Hume Cofer and Carol; Dr. Tom Moriarty. ALSO: former Texas Agricultu
Commissioner Jim Hightower, who said he's on 50 stations with his populist re
commentary; Lou Norae Spiller, 94, once the dynamic hub of Yarborough's Austir
office; Peg Guarino, also of the Austin office, with husband Marty; Don Moell
Texas radio syndicator; Judge Sam Houston Clinton and Hazel; Jamie and Linda
Anderson, coffee vendors to the cosmopolitan; Hays County Democrats Bob and
Tutta Barton {(she's now a Jungian shrink). - INSIDE THE PARTY: The mansior
event was coordinated by Yarborough friend Bob Gammage, Texas Supreme Court
Justice, end his wife Lynda. Assisting was Deannas Dicuffa, the Senator's oft
manager; and Ann Dubose of the manslon staff. Land commissioner Garry Mesuro,
student of Ralph Ysrborough's political style, pasrticipated in the ceremoniec
Austin media man Kevin Kennedy, of the General Services Commission,recorded t
speeches. Assisting the Yarboroughs in their rounds was quick-stepping, sto:
faced Relph Collins, Jr., e familiar flgure in earlier Yarborough entourages.

NOTES ON A NAPKIN: Never a more flamboyant, light-hesrted, dedicated Texas

Democrat than Mike Ethridge of Houston and Wimberly. He came despite recent
brain surgery. Old laborite Ethridge typically sets up shop outside party cc
ventions and such wearing Uncle Sam sults. He confined himself to a large st
hat with flowered band this trip. Mike will be 85 on Aug. 1l4....Jim Boren,

Yarborough's chief of staff in Washington, 1s now political sclence scholar-i
residence at Oklshoma's Northeastern State in Tghlequah. He is also humorous
lecturer at large. He 1s a cousin of U.S. Senator Davld Boren; also a cousir

of the late Jim Boren, the cowboy artist...,Bovering esbout the edges of the de

festivities was the politically-encyclopedic, pipe-smoking Dave Shapiro,
veteran of six Yarborough casmpaigns. SUM UP OF THE MANSION PARTY (BY

MRS. PAT GUARINO:

"I never saw 80 much kissing and hugging! I love the way the Governor

hugs people!"” o
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

)-5&)&@
@erfiaps no one alive has had such a tremendous influence on our state as
Ralph and Opal Yarborough. This dynamic couple fas been inspirational
for generations of young Texans committed to public service, to equal
rights and equal opportunity, and to makjng Texas the best it could be.

No one fas been more dedicated, more passionate, or more eloquent in
fighting to guarantee the rights of every Texan. The people of Texas ouwe
a tremendous debt of gratitude to Ralph and Opal Yarborough, whose
vision of a future filled with fope and opportunity will last forever.

On the occasion of their 90tk birthdays, the people of Texas salute them
and thank them for theirinvaluable contributions to our state.

Therefore, I, Ann W. Richards, Governor of Texas, on this 10th day of

Ralph and Opal Yarborough

as

True Texas Heroes

Clrn)
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Tribute in Austin honors
Ralph, Opal Yarborough

Hundreds celebrate 90th birthdays of ex-senator, wife

By Bryan V\? oolley
Staff Writer of The Dallas Morxing News

AUSTIN — When Ralph Yarbor-
ough was growing up in the village
of Chandler: #dge of the Bast
Texas Piney he and some of
his 10 brothers and sisters used to
play under theigycamore tree with
Ray and Opat Warren, the children
of the school principal, who lived
next door.

Maany yeam*:llater in 1928, Opal
married.. RAl ﬂgx.\:,nq;;unul he

promised ne : o‘igto politics
Thursd ing, nearing the
end of the ear of their mar-
riage, frigp Vil all over Texas
gathered plebrate the 90th

birthdays.g
ough“Hé ]
she on. June IZ.’Tbelr party was on
the lawn o{, R
sion, & ho !
tried Lhreeg
home, but n¢ Pr succeeded,

“I think I put up more yard signs
and more telephone pole signs for
Ralph Yarborough than any other
candidate in my lifetime, including
me,” said Gov. Ann Richards during
the celebration.™ , ., The truth is,
they should have uved in this
house.” )

Mr.. Yarborough lost gubernato-
rial races in, 1952 and 1954 (when
terms of office were only two years)
to the incumbent, Alan Shivers, and
in 1956 to US. Sen. Price Daniel,
who was called home by the con-
servative Texas Democratic estab-
lishment to oppose Mr. Yarborough,
the leader of the party's liberal
wing.

Indeed, of nine statewide politi-
cal races he ran after his wife re-
lcased him from his promise, Mr.
Yarborough wofi only three. But
those were for the remainder of Mr.
Daniel’s term in the U.S. Senate and
two terms of his own. During his 13
years in, Washington, hé was among
the most devoted warriors for the
social and educational programs
that would becomt known as John

8 Related photo. 1A

Kennedy's New Frontier and Lyn-
don Johnson's Great Society. But in
1970, the conservative Democratic
establishment spént $6 million —
an unheard-of sum at the time — to
oust Texas’ senior senator and give
the nomination to Lloyd Bentsen.

As the sun lowered on a muggy
evening, Mr. and Mrs. Yarborough
sat nnder a large live oak, she in a
wheelchajr and be in an iron lawn
chair, his‘cane propped against
small table beside him. For a whue
he would rise and shake hands with
each well-wish passed, but
since the [ine :é‘ezgped across the
w1de lawn ‘down the corridor of the

down the front steps, he finally had
to give up. Although still hale for a
man of nine decades, he wears a
hearing ald now, walks with the
cane, and his clothes hang loosely
on a frail body.

‘“The other day, I was going to
pick up a box of books,” he told the
crowd later, “and Opal, who hasn’t
bogsed me around much over the
years, said: ‘Put that down! I don't
want you td die before that Ann
Richards partyt"*

While a string quartet from the
Austin Symphony played on the
veranda, the guests, estimated at
more than ‘600, ate finger sand-
wiches, drank spiced tea punch
(the Yarboroughs are lifelong teeto-
talers) and snapped pictures of one
another, as one woman said, “for
the good old times.”

When the crowd waiting to
shake hands finally thinned, some-
one pushed Mrs.' Yarborough's
wheelchair ‘down the lawn to a
large green-and-white-striped tent
where a podium and microphone
had been et up. Mr. Yarborough
followed with his cane, pressing the
flesh, working the crowd along the
way. The quartet played his old
campaign song, The Yellow Rose of
Texas, and Tea for Two, a song the

‘and

couple love so much that they war
out a phonograph playing it durin
their honeymoon, Mrs. Yarboroug
said.

Texas Supreme Court Justic
Bob Gammage, acting as master ¢
ceremonies, read a letter from Vic
President Al Gore, who called M-
Yarborough “a legend, even b
Texas standards.” The vice pre=
dent’s father, Albert Gore, serve
with Mr. Yarborough in the Sena':
Justice Gammage read another le:
ter from David Allred. son of th
late Texas Gov. Jimmy Allred. \M;
Yarborough throughout his caree:
Mr. Alired said, had “worked to p1
the jam on a lower shelf so the litt
people could reach it." And rar ‘
sentatives of the Yarboroughs” var:
ous alma maters — Sam Houstor
State University, Texas Woman
University and the Umvers,n o
Texas Law School — presented p
ques and certificates honoring 1*
couple’s public service.

“It's a pleasure to host you in th::
house, where I'm a tempora~
tenant and hoping for a longe:
lease,” Ms. Richards told them
like public housing, Senator. I've ¢:
ways approved of it.”

She presented her guests with: ¢
plaque recognizing them as “truc
Texas heroes” and thanked them
“for your great, good kindness to u-
all. We're better people because o!
you.”

Then Justice Gammage handed
over the microphone to Mr. Yarbor
ough. “I owe my long life to absti
nence from alcohol and tobacco .

" he began. Although a little weaker
now, his rich East Texas voice stil}
rose to the fiery hyperbole that re
minded his friends of all those ho
Texas summer campaigns of the
19503 — a time when running for of
fice meant making speeches from
flatbed trucks and shaking the
hands of the electorate in 254 cour:
house squares, before the profes
sional TV image-makers macde po!
tics adifferent kind of game
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Dave
McNeely

made an mmpact

in his 90 years |

More than four decades after he first -

ran for governor, former U.8. Sen.
Ralph Webster Yarborough was hon-
ored by Gov. Ann Richards on Thurs-
day with a party at the Governor's
Mansion. It was in honor of the 90th
birthdays of Yarborough (June 8) and
his wife of 65 vears, Opal (June 12).

“The least we could do is have a birth-
day party for Ralph and Opal Yarbor-
ough — because the truth-is, they"
should have lived in-this house,” Rich-~
ards said. s

Yarborough was the . firebrand. pro-
gressive politician of the 19508 who car-
ried on the legacy of Jamés Allred, the
last progressive governor Texas had be-
fore Richards.

Yarborough ran against conservative
Gov. Allan Shivers in 1952 and 1954 in
the Domoer primary and lost. In
1955, then-i ». Sen. Price Daniel St
came back from Washington to run, and
beat Yarborough by 3,171 votes, out of
almost 1.4 million cast.

But then Yarborough won Daniel's
Senate seat in a 1957 special election.
He held it for 13 years — until Lloyd
Bentsen surprised him in the 1970 Dem-
ocratic primary with a mean and expen-
sive campaign.

During his Senate tenure, Yarbor-
ough sponsored or helped bring about
the Cold War GI Bill, the Big Thicket
preserve, the Guadalupe Mountains Na-
tional Park and laws on endangered spe-
cies, civil rights, bilingual education and
other programs.

Richards proclaimed him a “True
Texas Hero,” a candidate of the little
people who inspired generations of
young Texans — like Ann Richards.
She said she “put up more yard signs
and telephor.e pole signs for Ralph Yar-
borough than any other candidate in my
lifetime — iacluding me.”

It was quite a birthday party, attend-
ed by young and old progressives and
liberals from all over the state.

Yarborough’ s |

PIN o G3

U.S. District Judge William Wayne
Justice, who ascended the federal bench
on Yarborough's recommendation in
1969, got an autograph of a picture of
himself and Yarborough at the former
senator’s 80th birthday party.

Former Agriculture Commissioner
Jim Hightower, who served on Yarbor-
ough’s Senate staff, was there. Supreme
Court Justice Bob Gammage, who with
his wife organized and co-hosted the
party, was the master of ceremonies.

Land Commissioner Garry Mauro,
who drove Yarborough around the state .
during his unsuccessful effort in 1972 to
regain a Senate geat, told the crowd of
several hundred that Yarborough
“sowed the seeds that allowed us to elect
Ann Richards governor.” = ...

A letter was read from Vice President

“Al Gore of Tennessee, whose father was

another Southem,'pto,ixfessive in the
Senate with Yarborough. Another was
read from President Bill Clinton.

Mark Yudof, the dean of the Univer-
sity of Texas School of Law, said Yar-
borough did more to distinguish the
school “than any graduate in our
history.” O e ebsept i

Yarborough worked for Attorney
General Allred in the 19205 and 1030s,

and followéd him io.the govertior's of-

fice. As an assistant attorney general, he
won cases that established the tight of
the Permanent’School Fund toljlgonus
and rental payments as well as royalties
from the oil beneath land owned by the
state. The fund is now about $10 billion,
and about half that amount would not
be there but for an attorney generals
opinton Yarborough wrote for Allred

Yarborough also advised Allred
rule 1 favor of prohibiting the UT re-
gents from spending the proceeds from
bonus and rental payments immediately
rather than putting them in the Perma-
nent University Fund, where only the
fund’s earnings can be spent. The result
over the years has amounted to about &
fifth of the Permanent University Fund,
now worth about $6 billion.

Although Yarborough’s races with
Shivers and Daniel were bitter, he and
Daniel later found common ground in
their love for East Texas Native Ameri-
cans. Although Yarborough has never
touched tobacco (or alcohol), he and
Daniel figuratively smoked the peace
pipe, and became friends before Daniel’s
death in 1988.

A woman who sat quietly at the edge
of the large tent, fanning herself in the
heat while most of the people crowded
around where Ralph and Opal sat, was
Daniel's widow, Jean Houston Daniel.

McNeely, an American-Statesman columnist,
covers polltical issues atfecting the state.
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Commentary

We few, we happy few, we band
of brothers;

For he today that sheds his
l blood with me

Shall be my brother; be he ne'er |

so vile,
This day shall gentle his condi-

tion;
I And gentlemen in England now
a-bed
Shall think themselves accursed
they were not here,
And hold their manhoods cheap
whiles any speaks
That fought with us upon Saint
Crispin’s day.
l Shakespeare, King Henry V
On Thursday, June 10, there we
old Ralph Yarborough lieutenants,
we few, we band of brothers and
sisters, were on the grounds of the
Governor’s Mansion only feet
away from the room Sam Houston
had walked the night before he
committed political suicide when
Ihe refused to vote to join the Con-
‘ federacy.

“Sam Houston! Sam Houston!”
the clerk of the Secession Conven-
tion had bellowed, seeking to intim-
idate the old man in the hope he
would surrender to the hysteria of
the mob. But Houston stood his
ground. His toga was the Stars and

IStripes. Back to the Piney Woods
he went and when he died a few
years later his last words to his
wife were, “Margaret, Texas! Tex-

as!”
lYurborough’s birthday

We were assembled on sacred
ground, thanks to Gov. Ann Rich-
ards, to honor Ralph Yarborough
on his 90th birthday. So, too, his
wife of 65 years, Opal. The above
reference to Sam Houston seems
appropriate to me. In my opinion

lnot more than four or five politi-
cians in the history of Texas de-
serve to be in the company of
Houston. Ralph Yarborough, no
juestion about it, is at the top of
he list.

The reception line moved slow-
ly. Ralph and Opal were sitting in
vheel chairs. Upon reaching Yar-

l}j)‘rough I gave him a hug not
nowing whether to laugh or cry.
[t isn’t often you get to hug an old

senator who was as poor when he
left Washington as he was when he
first got there.

When the time came to talk
Yarborough gave us a laugh. At 90
years with artificial veins he
knows life is precarious. He told
us, “Yesterday my wife saw me
lifting a heavy box. She said,
‘Ralph, put that heavy box down. I
don’t want you dropping dead the
day before your birthday party.” ”

In effect Ralph Yarborough was
telling us goodbye and we few, we
few, we brothers and sisters who
fought with him on St. Crispin's
day were telling each other good-
bye. You see, there wasn't a spring
chicken in the bunch of us.

You young yuppies who have
never done any serious public ser-
vice let me tell you what old man
Yarborough has done for the coun-
try. He was the person most re-
sponsible for the Cold War G.I
Bill, the Big Thicket National Pre-
serve, the Guadalupe National
Park, and Padre Island National
Seashore. For a man from the
South he was brave on civil rights.
He fought for bilingual education.
He was courteous and helpful to
black people.

Combat volunteer

Yarborough expressed doubts
about the Vietnam War and for
that his patriotism was questioned.
by Lloyd Bentsen, although Yar-
borough at 39 resigned from a judi-
cial bench, went off to World War
I1, saw combat in Europe, and then
went on to an important staff posi-
tion with Gen. Douglas MacArthur
in Japan.

When Yarborough was a young
lawyer working for Attorney Gen-
eral Jimmy Allred he won the case
that established the right of the
Permanent School Fund to receive

bonus and rental payments as well
as royalty payments from oil and
gas producing land that belongs to
the state of Texas. He was such an
unselfish and -able lawyer that
Mark Yudor, dean of the Universi-
ty of Texas Law School, referred
to Yarborough at the birthday par-
ty, according to Dave McNeely of
the Austin American Statesman, as
being the law school’s most distin-
guished graduate.

(You see what happens when a
very bright young lawyer. refuses
to join a big, cold blooded law firm
and works instead for the people of
Texas? In this regard I hear good
things about Dean Barbara Aldave
in her efforts to instill in young law
students at St. Mary’s University
Law School a sense of public duty.
Some 90 percent of the poor people
of Texas do not have their legal
needs met. Only 10 percent to 20
percent of Texas lawyers do their
duty for the poor. It is a scandal.)

‘Homestead letter

As good luck would have it, the
day before the birthday party in
Austin, I received a letter from
Ralph Yarborough. Here’s part of
what he wrote me:

“Congratulations to you and the
San Antonio Express-News for
your defense of the Texas Home-
stead Law which has its roots in
some magnificent Mexican and
Spanish history and which was also
born of the experience of the he-
roes of San Jacinto and their know-
ledge of what happened to the
homesteads in the old.states in the
Union from which so many had
come.

“Texas adopted the Homestead
Law, the first English speaking
jurisdiction in the world to do so
. .. it is shocking to know that one
of the greatest contributions in
laws of American states is now un-
der assault in Texas where it was
created.

“The heroes of San Jacinto did
not go home and serve in the Con-
gress of Texas perpetrating old
forms of greed . . . the recent
boom and bust in America of the
80s and the results of that, plus the
wreckage of banks and savings and
loans are enough to warn Texas

Band of triends honors old warrior

Ralph
Yarborough
is one of
Texas' top
politicians.

not to weaken the Homestead
Law.

“Now things are booming again,
and the boomers who are trying to
get hold of those homesteads are
lobbying the Legislature . . . the
Legislature should reject with
scorn these efforts of would be
capitalists . . . let’s hope Texas
does not destroy this heritage for a
mess of pottage . . . congratula-
tions to you again and to the Ex-
press-News for standing up for the
Homestead Law.”

Side story

At the Governor’s Mansion that
day we celebrated Ralph Yarbor-
ough there was a side story worth
mentioning. Gov. Price Daniel and
Yarborough were political enemies
in their younger days, but became
friends at the last of Daniel’s life.
Daniel's widow, Jean Houston Dan-
iel, the great, great granddaughter
of Sam Houston, was at the Yarbor-
ough celebration. Her presence
added a special touch to the occa-
sion.

(Up above her head was the bal-
cony where her famous ancestor
used to sit, now and then nursing
the ankle wound he took at San Ja-
cinto. Surely the spirit of Houston
was with us that day at the Gover-
nor’s Mansion.)

Yarborough joked about death,
but we his lieutenants, his band of
brothers and sisters who fought
with him on St. Crispin’s Day, know
a secret I want to share with you:
On the day Ralph Yarborough
joins the ghost riders in the sky
Sam Houston will be waiting for
him at the Pearly Gates.

Maury Maverick, a retired civil lib-
erties lawyer, is a former Texas
legislator and a former university
Instructor in political science.
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Dear Ralph and Opal...running late with gratitude from

Erenst and me for your lovely, lovely invitation to your

birthday celebration and the outstanding program.

I want to say "Thank You" for having extended the invita-
ticn to Sue and Sam. She had canceled a church meeting
and he a business appointment to accomidate us. Your
thoughtfulness made much added pleasure for the four of us.
They enjoyed and deeply appreciated the opportunity to
attend this impressive event. As Austin residents it held
special meaning to each of them.

There will never be another family high-point occasion

which could mean as much to me as this one. You twe havd
been outstanding servants tc our State, our Nation and even

our World. I hold deep gratitude that members of my blood
line could have made such immeasurable coniributicns. No

ne there that evening could have held deeper pride in you
than I.

I'm grateful to Governor Richards for having given vou this |
high honor in the state mansion. It was not only the honor
but the joy which she liradiated in so doing. Shecarried
your party as high as the state could offer.

Inadequate, are adjectives to convey our appreciation for
all this unique and eventful evening held for us. Now, we
will relive each minute and treasure it from here forward.
Iust keep on having those birthdays.

B e Ty

Ralph we had a business trip to East Texas upon our arri-
val home. We then were in Dallas for a visit with our
daughter. As soon as time permits I will fulfill your request
I was not privileged to be around Aunt Nannie very much but
my memories of her are beautiful ones.

Sherman, Texas 75090

919 West College
Myvaﬂw/ June 19, 1993

’_,_.7 S ——




A JOURNAL OF FREEL VOICES

W wdilerve i vdinp on party bat sestl liow hard 1
the tevdy as owee find it and the righs axosve see oo Wear
deedic ated 10 the whide drah, o man values afove all
piterests, to the rglits of himan-kind ay the foundaaon
of democracy we will iake orders from none but our i
conscrence, and never will we overlook or misrepreient
the ruth 1o serve the interests of ihe powerful or cater
10 the ignoble in the human spirit.

Writers are responsible for their own work, but not
for anvthing they have not themselves written, and in pub-
lishing them we do not necessarily imply that we agree
with them, because this is a journal of free voices.

SINCE 1954

Publisher: Ronnie Dugger

Editor: Louis Dubose . -

Associate Editor: James Cullen

Production: Peter Szymezak. Diana Paciocco

Copy Editor: Roxanne Bogucks

Bad-Bills Girl: Mary O'Grady

Editorial Interns: Margarer Boyer, Vicki Mayer,
Miguael Rodrigues

Contributing Writers: Bill Adier. Berty Brink. Warren
Burnett. Breit Campbell, Jo Clifton, Terry FitzPatrick,
Gregg Franzwa. James Harrington. Bil Helmer, IZllen
Hosmer, Steven Keliman, Michacl King, Detiorah
Lutterbeck. Tom McClellan, Bryce Milligan, Debbie
Nathan, Gary Pomerantz, Lawrence Walsh.

Edltorial Advisory Board: David Anderson, Austin;
Frances Barton, Austin; Elroy Bode, El Paso; Chendler
Davidson, Houston; Dave Denison, Cambridge, Mass;
Bob Bckhardt, Washington, D.C ; Sissy Farenthold,
- Houston; Ruperto Garcia, Austin; John Kenneth Galbraith,
Cambridge, Mass.; Lawrence Goodwyn, Durham, N.C.;
George Hendrick, Urbana, 111.; Molly Ivins, Austin;
Larry L. King, Washington, D.C.; Maury Maverick,
Ir., San Antonio; Willie Morris, Oxford, Miss.: Kaye
Northeott, Austin; James Presley, Texarkana; Susar Reid,
Austin: Geoffrey Rips, Austin; A.R. (Babe) Schwartz,
Galvesion: Fred Sehmidt. Fredericksburg

Pactey Concalin oo RO s
Contrihutng Phatographiers: Bl Abrecar vt
eriang, At Paga

Contributing Artists: Michacel Alexander, Eric Avery,

Tom Ballenger, Richard Bartholomew, Jeff Danziger,
Beth Epstein, Dan Hubig, Pat Johnson, Kevin Kreneck,

Michael Krone, Carlos Lowry, Ben Sargent, Dan
Thibodeau, Gail Woods, Matt Wuerker.

Managing Publisher: Cliff Olofson
Subscription Manager: Stefun Wanstrom -
Exccutive Assistant: Gail Woods

Special Projects Director: Bill Simmons
Development Consultant: Frances Barton

SUBSCRIPTIONS One yea
ctudents 31K per veut. Havk

12, 1wo years $59. three yeurs 384, Full-tinie
L83 prepaid. Ainnal, foreign, yrovp. and
bulb faw s o request. Micru! s availabie from Caversity Microliims
liih . M N Zech Road. A Arbar, MI 48106, Any current subscriber
wha finds the price » burden should kuy so #! rencwul time; po ene need
forge resding the Observer simply becavse of the cost

INDEXES The Teas Otmerver i e sed i Acceas P Supplementars Indea
100 Frertedn als. Tevers faden and. for the years 1954 through 1981.The Teun
Uliserver Indes

THE TEXAS OBSERVER (ISSN 004045 19/USPS 541X)0), eptize conients
copyrighted, © 1992, is published biweckly except lor & thros-week interval
between issues in Junuary und July (25 issues per year) by the Texas Observer
Publishing Cu., 307 West Tth Street, Austin, Texas 78701, Telophonc: (512)
477-0746. Second-class postage paid at Auvin, Texas.

POSTMASTER: Send nddress chunges (o THE TEXA® OBSERVYER,
307 West Tth Streel, Austin, Texas 78701,

« Juny 2. 1993

I

EDITORIALS

look-out and I see Texas heroes,” - Land -

Commissioner Gafry Mauro said to the
crowd gathered on the lawn of the Govermor's
Mansion (o celebrate the 90th birthdays of
Ralph and Opal Yarborough — born four
days apart to neighboring fanulies in
Henderson County in 1903. In the crowd
there were a number of people who had made
Texas and the nation a better place: Federal
Judge William Wayne Justice, former U.S.
Congressman Bob Eckhardt, civil rights
lawyer Maury Maverick, labor lawyer Chis
Dixie and others who had been at home in the

Yarborough wing of the Texas Democratic

Pagty — the wing of the' Democratic Party
where Governor Ann Richards began her
political career almost 40 years. “We're a
family,” Richards said of those gathered at
the mansion. “And like most families. we
quarrel from time to time. But it’s impor-
tant that we come together like this. ... And
this is the least we can do for them,” Richards
said of the Yarboroughs. “The truth is, they
should have lived in this House.” Richards
was referring to Yarborough's failed cam-
paign for Governor in 1954.

“Ralph Y arborough has done more to bring
honoron the UT Law School than any other
graduate in its history,” said Mark Yudof,
dean of the law school. :

There have been few like him, certainly
none from Texas. Looking at the frail but vol-
uble Yarborough sitting in @ wheelchair on
the stage. Iw as reminded of the night he
wrrived in Houston, excorting Wisconsin
Senator Eugene McCarthy 1n 1968.

To a huge anti-war, pro-McCarthy crowd
gathered at Hermann Park, Yarborough talked
of the cold calculus of the Vietnam War:
tens of thousands dead and wounded and
“bilyons and bilyons,” as Yarborough would
say, of dollars spent on the military. What
could those bilyons achieve invested in med-
ical schools in Texas?

“I had so many people sacrifice for me,”
Yarborough said at the mansion, reflecting
on his career. “Your work put me there and
made it possible. ... and for 13 years and
eight months [ tried to repay the people.”

Repay the people Yarborough did. A par-
tial list of his achievements are a monument
tognd for the people who three times elected
him to the United States Senate:

. In 1957 he voted for civil rights legisla-
tion and seven years later voted for the Civil

Rights Act of 1964.

The Yarboroughs at 90

« He was a co-sponsor of the Voung Rights
Act of 1965,

* In 1965 he was also author the Cold War
G.1. Bill, which provided job traiming. col-
lege scholarships and home and farm loan
guarantees for 7 million post-Korean-War
veterans.

*» In 1966 he pushed for the expansion of
the federal minimum wage, increasing it 10
$1.60 by 1968 and extending it for the first
time to farmworkers.

« His Bilingual Education Act provided fed-
eral funding for bilingual education.

» He was the author of the Padre Island
National Seashore and the Big Thicket
National Park acts, and was the Senate author
of the Guadalupe National Park and Fort
Davis National Military Park acts.

f First Lady Hillary Chinton really wanted

to put & form on the phrase “politics o7
meaning,” recently made popular by think-
ing journalist Michael Lemner, she could do
no better than look to Ralph and Opal
Yarborough.

From the podium in front of the Governor s
Mansion, Texas Supreme Court Justice Bob
Gammage talked of the Yarboroughs’ 65th
wedding anniversary, only a few days away,
and of a time when Ralph and Opai
Yarborough packed their belongings into
their car and drove to El Paso, where Mr
Yarborough hed found & 10b. T undersian:
there was o~ that }m.“ QAT "
tond of that they wore the record o on b
trip 10 El Paso,” Gammage said. There was
something exceptionally touching when the
string quartet beside the podium struck up
“Tea for Two,”  as the nonagenarian
Yarboroughs sat holding hands and looking
at one another.

“I remember going in and telling him that
if he voted for Carswell {Harold Carswell,
Nixon’s appointee to the Supreme Court]
there was no way he could win the election
because he'd lose East Texas.” former
Yarborough Senate staffer Benton
Musslewhite said as we walked toward the
gate. “The next week he voted against
Carswell. And Bentsen ran a race-baiting cam-
paign in East Texas, claiming Carswell’s
defeat meant the black man was going to
take over the country, And we lost East
Texas,” Musslewhite said. But nothing could
stop the Senator from voting against an
appointment like Carswell, Musslewhite said.

“We all knew he would do it.” — L.D.
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Capital briefs

Pickens is undecided
on running for governor

From Staff and Wire Reports

T. Boone Pickens is pondering whether to make
a switeh from the boardroom to the Governor'’s
Mansion. But the Dallas oilman and head of Mesa
Ltd. said he'll only get serious about running for
governor if the price of natural gas goes up. Pick-
ens, a Republican, said his business has delayed
him before from running for office. “‘I've wanted to
run. [ wanted to run in '86, and I wanted to run in
90, and I'd like to run in '94,” he said. Gov. Ann
Richards, a Democrat, is up for re-election next
year. George W. Bush, managing partner of the
Texas Rangers, also has been named as a likely
GOP contender.

Babbitt to attend local ceremony

U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt is sched-
uled to attend a ceremony today in which Gov. Ann
Richards will sign into law a bill to regulate pump-
ing from the Edwards Aquifer. The aquifer, sole
source of drinking water for San Antonio, extends
176 miles under six counties. The Legislature was
forced to come up with a p.an to regulate pumping
after a federal judge ruled that rare fish, salaman-
ders and plant life that feed off of the underground
water source needed protection. Babbitt had urged
adoption of the plan.

One winning ticket sold for lotto

The $10 million Texas Lotto drawing held
Wednesday night had one winner. The ticket that
matched all six winning numbers was sold in North
Texas, lottery officials said Thursday. The num-
bers are: 10-16-23-25-40-45. Authorities said 131
tickets matched five of six numbers for a payoff of
$1,792. Tickets with four of six winning number:

are worth $88 dollars. The jackpot for Saturday’s ~

drawing is an estimated $3 million.

Officials to welcorme ship replicas

Gov. Ann Richards and Spanish Ambassador
Jamie de Qjeda are scheduled Saturday to welcome
replicas of Christopher Columbus’ ships to their

90th birthday, for two

Former U.S. Sen. Ralph Yarborough and his wife
Opal, celebrate their 80th birthdays and 65th wed-
ding anniversary at the Governor's Mansion. U.S.
District Judge William Wayne Justice stands at left.

new home in Corpus Christi. The ships will be
sailed {rom Naval Station Ingleside to the Barge
Yock adjacent to the Art Museum of South Texas.
A Parade of Sails will escort the replicas as they are
moed to the dock. The ships are being placed for
50 yezrs at Corpus Christi by the Spain *92 Foun-
dation, thanks to a $100,000 grant from the J.E.
Smothers Sr. Memorial Trust Foundation, set up
by Doris McCord Smothers in 1990.
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Portions.of_any original material herein may be used with-
out permission of the editors, but copyright protection
for the whole is reserved.

Copyright ® Charles David Yarborough 1967

ABBREVIATIONS USED

ante--before

b.--born
ca.--about d.--died
cf.--compare bur.--buried

e.g.--for example m.--married

ex.col.--from the collection of Bk.--Book
ibid.--in the same book Vol.--Volume
i.e.--that is p.--page
infra--below pp.--pages

loc.eit.-~-in the place cited no.-~number

op.cit.--in the work cited
post--after

nos.--nyumbers

n.--note, footnote

sic--in such manner n.d.--no date

supra-~-above

«.. word(s) omitted
* & ok

MS--manuscript
TS--typescript
sentence(s) or series omitted Co.--County

NOTE

Comments made by the editors will be enciosed in [brackets]
To conserve space the editors are referred to by their
initials: CDY, Jsv. Alse, the "Yarborough Family Magazine"
is cited herein by giving the volume number, “YFM," and the
page number; ¢.g., this page is cited as 1 YFM 86.

"Yarborough Family Magazine" is published bimonthly {each
August, October, December, February, April, and June) by
Charles D. Yarborough and Jean Smith Yarborough, P.0. Box
12023, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711.

Price is $4.50 per year {six issues), or $1.00 each for
separate issues. Back issues are available from editors
for $1.00 each, post paid. Vol. 1, No. 1 was published
August 1966.
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OPHELIA KESSLER
BOX <ol
NEW CASTLE, TX 76372

Rea Donchue

1206A W. &4th
Breckenridge, TX 76024

“ersomR

P.G. Box 12023, Capito! Station
Austin, Texas 78711
30 April (967

Dear Reader:
fn this issue, our thickest to date, we hzve continued our
article on the Yarborough coat-of-arms. Also, as we!! as other

sélected Tennessee materials, we have published about one-third

of the 1880 Taennessee Yarborough census material. The
"emaining thirds witl be published in subsequent issues. You
"2Tive Tennessee Yarboroughs should be able to find your ances-
T¢rs in some of this. Good luck.

The rext issue will be the last issue of Vol . 1. in it we
shall include an index and corrections for the volume and an

fvaluation of our first year of publication.

Regretfully, we must report *that Mr. Robert Edward Yar-
brough of Meridian, Mississippi, to whom the second issue of
Yol. 1 (see | YFM 29) was dedicated in honor of his 100th
birthday, passed away on !4 February 1967 at the age of cne
fundred years, four months, and eleven days from complications
fﬁilowing pneumonia and fwo strckes. A telegram from his great
Arandson, Bryant Edward ticDonald, a student at Princetcn, to
felatives at home, expressed the feelings of the entire famiiy:
"Dear all, | share with you your sorrow on the loss of the Head

0t our family and a greet Chrictian man. Big Papa was always

Sn inspiration to me, and now that he is gone | wish ! could
have been closer to him. We wouid ali do wel! to follow his
Example cf friendliness, humility and Christian Dedication. We

are

blessed with the memory of an unccmmon man."

n é~sgéeCh §iveﬁ'by'U;$§ Senator Ralph W. Yarborough

“‘befbke7é'joinf session of the Texas State legistature in Auss

‘ﬁ&in, Texas on 17 April 1967 the following remarks were made:

my {hmédiate ancestors and famify have lived in Texas for 120

There were Yarboroughs, a branch.of our family, in

n Jacinto...."
logy and politics don't mix?




v

" one-of Ralph’s roommates. (There - were five of

.. University of Texas) "
1 was taking’ engineermg I bought them from

‘ ing ‘of his *s:gnature in‘the' two books‘amd am

‘authenhc but are not qujte clear enough‘to :
reproduoe here ! -

. “0's:" in several plaoes - mduding his bond asa
county coroner in AlaLbama ‘his Con!ederate

.= Mr. Wolcott (Sound- o1t June 29) Was cor- -
xwt in his spelling of Ralph W. Yarbrough, or at -
least-that is the way he spelled it in 1922. I was

S

"us in one’ room ‘at old SMA Ba.rracks at the'

Ralph had buisted out of West Point and camei
to Texas to ta}re law. He had ‘two books on sur+:
v eying that he had used at West Pomt and sinoe :
him. I-had noticed 3 yeers ago that he 3 was  now

I took a couple of Polaroid pictures this® morn-*

Thank you tor the pnnts. The sxgnatures seém

R&]ph Webster Ya.rborough says he ‘spelled his -
name with'one “o" ‘until 'some time in the 19”0s*
He changed after his older brother showed him "
a copy of a tamily Bible in'which his grandfather
Harvey Yarborough's name was spelled. with”
two “0's.” Since then, Y ‘arborough says, he has
iound his grandfather's signature,” with t' )

States of America Armv records, and from’ the‘
minutes of the Hopewell, Smith County, “Texas," :
Baptist church, where he was clerk for mveral borough S Lather was young, the boy c'rew up as!

years before and after the Civil War. . ¢ - _ancrphan, and the first “o got ‘mt durmg that
Harvey Yarborough med when Ra’ph Yar- " time. — Edjtor :
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" “Money is subverting politics,” he - .
}. - said. **When both sides can spend
’ - millions of dollars, the issues take a’

=

n

R

D EERENERTY

Aren't any more.
like Yarborough

1 % /X" remember Texas politics in the =
iRye late 1960s knows that there -

1 ~was no more exciting campaigner than .
‘Ralph Yarborough, the former U.S. .
isenator sent packing by Lloyd Bentse
%in 1970 after a tough, bitter race.” .
+ <1 thought of Yarborough several . .

'months ago as | watched Ann Richards
deliver her speech before ;he FRP
‘Democratic state convention, an ..
'address that was about as inspiring as a
funeral home commercial. - .7
1T couldn’t help grieving for the long- ..
'gone days of Yarborough and others ~ - |
'_— in both parties — who could rally a
*crowd to near hysteria with the sheer
“force of their ideas and idealism.: .
» * There are so few of that type of
‘orators around. Mario Cuomo comes to
mind, but he’s not a Texan. Jim
Hightower comes close, but without
his one-liners you don’t have much.
‘Given today’s polllitics, itis prob;bly
safe to say that we'll never see an
more peo');)le like Ralph Yarborough.
The image-makers, the pollsters and
the campaign consultants will make
‘certain of that.© . i oo o
- But Yarborough's strength derived
from more than in his oratorical style.
Liberals of today yearn for someone
like him with strong beliefsanda
-willingness to fight for those pe}}‘«;fs,_; s
‘regardless of the consequences. =~
The conservatives liked him because
he was easy to hate. Unlike today’s
Democrats, he wore the Democratic

label as a badge of hqnox‘ffl .
No loss for words

- NYBODY WHO is old enough to

As I've watched the dreadful daily -~ |

dose of political commecials on
television, I've often wondered what
someone like Yarborough, now 87,
thinks of the current state of affairs. In
many ways, after all, the 1970 primary
battle was a harbinger of today's
campaigns: mean, dirty and expensive.
Predictably, Yarborough was not ata
loss for words when asked to comment

“back seat:! .
: According to Yarborough, Congres
is'a good example of what’s happening
. to American politics. Pecple go there, -
- not to serve the publjc, but to line their-
-pockets

s going to destro ocracy’
it is not stopped,;he said."!‘The pe%p’le.
-have got to rise up and demand that it ="
be stopped. It’s got to be driven home -
that democracy is being bought out.”” .-
.. About the only people who don'’t
-~ realize that costly campaigns are -
“.counterproductive are the politician
~“and thelr advisers, he said,'The more '
expensive the races, he pointed out,
the lower the turnout. -l 0 o
"~ “It's turning people off because they
are losing confidence in politicians,”. -
<‘he said. ' EE N S
% 2~ The profusion of money contributes *
“-to'the negative tone of campaigns,
Yarborough thinks. With so much
~money, candidate staffs can spend
“hours researching an opponent’s .\
background until they come up with
ammunition for their negative ads

People like it dirty

“But people seem to like that kind of
campaigning,” he said. *‘Sex and
crime. Sex and crime, just like TV." -

Yarborough also mourns the trend in
. recent years among Democratic -

candidates to downplay their part
affiliation, noting that only two ..
statewide candidates this year, - .- " .-
" Hightower and Supreme Court chief
justice candidate Oscar Mauzy, use the
word Democrat prominently in their .
campaign literature: "+
He blames political consultants and
pollsters — another result of too much
money — for that. -~ -~ ‘
“These candidates would be .
stronger if they identified themselves
as Democrats,” he said. ““Nobody was
afraid to say they were Democrats
when | was running." 440

Yarborough still harbors hard .
feelings about his defeat. He rues -~
having waited too long to leave his
Washington duties to campaign arid he

resents even more the tactics used by ;.
Bentsen against him, especially the TV
ads that tied Yarborough to the 1968 .- -
riots in Chicago and elsewhere, and |

questioned his patriotism.i .70 o

- “l don’t sit around being a vindictive
person,’’ he said when asked if he had
forgiven Bentsen..!'But I'don’tsit " . , ..
around forgiving anybody.who calls -
me a traitor to my country.”

“in a recent telephone interview from
his Austin home.

~ Still, Yarborough does not hesitate to
say that he would urge young people to
go into politics. )

“We need them more than ever,” he
said. “‘But they've got to be idealistic.
They need to put their lives on the line
~.and really fight for people and not just
worry about making money."”

Any tekers?
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News and Features
Grand old man of liberal polit
gMaverick Yarborough inspired generation of 1

y JAN RICH
Special to the Chronicle

USTIN — Ralph Yarbor-
ough has lost more politi-

i cal battles than he ever
won and made some powerful ene-
mies that would have crushed a
ess tenacious man. ‘

The fact that Yarborough, the
grand old man of liberal Demo-
cratic politics, has survived to

elebrate his 85th birthday and is
till active in ‘the Democratic
Party is testimony to a combative
spirit that served him well.

His legacy as a champion of
iberal social causes in the US.
Senate inspired a new generation
of Democratic politicians like Ag-
riculture Commissioner Jim High-
tower, a former aide to Yarbor-
ough, and Land Commissioner
-Garry Mauro, who worked:in Yar-
orough’s final bid for the U.S.
Senate. Even state Treasurer Ann
Richards gof her political - start
working on Yarborough’s unsuc-
cessful- gubernatorial campaigns:
in the 1950s. S

Yarborough won some hard-
fought wars that rendered to Texas
billions of dollars in education
funds and thousands of acres in
parkland.

For the nation, he was instru-
mental: in providing the GI bills
that helped send millions of ser-
vicemen to college after World
War 11, in providing Medicare and
Medicaid funding and for libraries
in public schools, universities and
remedial schools. Yarborough
passed more national legislation
than any U.S. senator from Texas
during his Washington tenure from
1957 to 1971.

But legislative success came at a
high price. Yarborough was fre-
quently at odds with established
Democratic politicians like former
President Lyndon Johnson and for-
mer Texas governors John B. Con-
nally, Price Daniel and Allan Shiv~
ers.

~He argued to Johnson against the
Vietnam War and was branded a v ‘
‘Commul’list»duringxone unsuccess- Daisbvmrm am Moarkomrmeimbs b idee Sie rrandfathor S Randlac . an tho nrrocinn nf thafarmaoar st

- s
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Special to the Chronicle
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KINSMAN AND FORMER SENATOR RALPH W. YARBOROUGH IS RECUPERATING AT
AUSTIN, TEXAS, HOME APTER EXTENSIVE HEART SURGERY AT CHRISTMAS TIME

* k%
Yarbrough kinsman, patriarch and former U.S. Senator

Ralph W. Yarborough is recuperating at his Austin,
Texns, home after extensive heart surgzry on Dec-
embapr 22, 1987. He was dimissad to his home at 2527
Jarratt AV, dustin, TX, 78703, on Tuesday, Jamiary 5.

The three-hour operation, performzd by Dr. John
nChipt Oswalt of Austin at the Seton Medical Center,
innluded an aortic valve replacement and a quad-

ruple cardiac artery bypass. By Christmas Eve
Senator Yarborough was reported in stable conditinn
and breathing on his own without mechanisal assist=—
ance. On. Sunday, December 27, Te2xas State Radlo News
Network and Comanche (Texas) TV reported "Yarborough
making staaly progress and up walking. about his room.”

Prances Lackwood of Comanche, TX, kinswoman ani NYC
director, and John Yarborough of Irvin, TX, nephew
and honorary director, kept the news sheet editor advised. The editor learned
of the ililness through the natiomwide broadeast of Paul Harvey, Sfamous radio
rcommentator of Chicago. Members of the Toxas family gatherzd at the medical
center in Austin during the operation ani hospitalization.

The S84 year 9ld Demncrat seemed in vIGOrous nealth at recent appearances. His
dark hair had finally turned silver, But he was ready to launch into a stem-
winder at a moment's notine. Called fn true gentleman of the old school by

a kinsman, h2 had bean the mnst welcomed and appreciated principal speaker at
all five National Yarbrough Conferences; beginning with the first at Petersburg,
Virginia, where the family honored the immigrant Richard Yarhorough. Confer-
ences have bean held at Nashvilla, TNy Fort Worth, Charlotts, NC, and St. Louis;
with the 1988 sessipn set for late July in Memphis, TN.

on December 17, Sanator Yarborough hai attenied Christmis parties given by the

Texas AFL-CIO and the Texas Trial Lawyers Associations. He and his wife, Opal,

had planned on going to Washington to spernil Christmas with their daughter-in-

law, Mrs. Ann Yarborough, widow nf their only son: Richard, and their grandchildren.
The former senator usually works At his law nffice in Austin on Saturdiys. Sat-
urday the 19th he told his wife he didn't feel like going to the office, anil a 1 p.m.
she called the emergency vehicle to take him to the hospital. A snokesman was
guoted saying "There was 1 gquestion of whether he would pull through on Sat-

turday night.”

Yarborough, a native of Chandler in Fast Texas, was the fiery leader of the

liberal wing of the frequently feuding pemosrats. He serned in the U.S. Senate

from 1957 to 1970, when he was defeated by Lloyd Bentsen Jr. He was the only
southern senator to wote for the 1964 Civil Rights Act and was a champion of national
1 L B

food assistance programs te Labar Committee and author of

rough was chairman of the Sena .
izﬁiiz;:z;bihitgcreated the pPadre Island. Nation@l Seashore. ‘;Z roie ,zn thi o
se;:ond car of the Dallas motorcade in which President John F. . 2nne ypoc;i s,ru’;.
down by an assassin's bullets in Novembsr 1963. Yarborough might have been riding
in the car with Kennedy but far a 1ong standing fo,-uxl patween Yarborough and
Vica Prestident Lundon B. Johnson and the Demncratic Goverrnor John B, Connally.

The senator and his wife are affectionalell known 12s "Uncle Ralph' and

nqunt Opzl”, endearments stemming from their nephew, the late Charles D.
Yarborough, fourdler and publisher of YARBOROUGH FAMILY MAGAZINE,' and a

Ffounder of NYc. "Uncle Ralph loves his conference banquet subject, the
Yarbrough Family. He is well versad in our English heritage, stulying
history and relics and having been a guest in the halls of the present
day fanily English descendants. Tno, N2 likes to exploraz and interpet
the many myths and legenis of the American Yarbrough Family as passed
down by grandfathers ant fathers.

The Yarbrough Fanily of the United States wish "Uncle Ralph' and "Aunt
Opal” well.
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;bypass surgsry, hospital' .
.Spokeswoman Pat Korbus said.

.aortic valve replaced during the:
Dec. 22 heart surgery. He hasg :
_asked that media calls to his
_home be delayed untif late in

_the week or the weskend,

.In 1957 and served until he was
_defeated by Lioyd Bentsen in

‘Ralph Yarborough

ieaves hospital

after u

Yarborough, 84, also had an

orbus sald. i :
Yarborough, a Democrat,
as vlected to the U.S. Senate.

the 1870 Democratic primary.

.Yarbofough alert
after heart surgery

By The Associated Pross

AUSTIN — Former U.S. Sen.
Ralph Yarborough was doing
well on Christmas Eve at Seton
Medical Center, where he under-
went quadruple bypass surgery
this week, his cardiologist said.

“‘Senator Yarborough is sitting
up and is ambulatory now. His
prognosis is excellent,” said Dr,
George Lowe in a statement.

Lowe described Yarborough,
84, as alert and in good spirits.
The former senator was  ex-
pected to be moved from the
intensive care unit by Christmas
morning, Lowe said. i

Yarborough, whose aortic
valve also was replaced, suffered
no heart damage in the Tuesday

surgery, Lowe said.

“"He is ihquiring about how
quickly he can get back to his
law practice,” the doctor said.




Sunday, January 19, 1992

‘The heartbeat of Texas politics
ulsed in a Four Seasons Hotel
anquet room.

¢ .Longtime power brokers and
wmakers like former Ambassa-
or to Australia Edward Clark, 85,
nd US. Rep. Jake Pickle, 78,
were there. :
_“So, too, . were folks relatively
oung_m age and few in years on
e state power scene, such as Gov.
—Ann Richards, 58, Land Commis-
ioner Garry Mauro, 43, and Lt. .
ov. Bob Bullock, 62. (Although
; og)’s statehouse days date back to
1957.)

aign chairmen of a fund drive
onoring a Texas legend — former

{i5.The event celebrated the ‘cre- °
tion of the Sen. Ralph W. Yarbor-
ugh "~ Endowed Presidential -

WS cholarship in Law at the Univer- .

sity of Texas School of Law under
s dean, Mark Yudof, = 7" ‘
~Steering ‘committee charrman '
d Clark announced its goal of $1
mllhon. UT.prez Dr. Bill Cunmng-
am promised UT will kick in an-
ther $500,000, regents willing.

M. And let’s add to Ralph’s fine

pubhc service record a little known -

.hory ‘from’ Rogina Rogoff. She’s

e executive director since 1983 of *
he Legal Aid \ocwty of Central
i Texas.
o Last fall the somety celebrated
8 25th anniversary, ="
< But, Ralph wrote Regma, legal
* aid in Travis County actually dates
“hack 52 years — and he spearhead-
d its establishment. =
-In 1940, Ralph was a district
-judge and Travis County Bar As-
_gociation president, He proposed a

orly opposed by the bar as bemg

' $oc1ahstlc.

: f’_‘fAll the big (law) ﬁrms opposed
...'we won by about'one vote. -
_“Later the Congress passed laws

48etting up free legal ard for indi-

‘gent people.”

* Adds Regina, “We ve dated the
gal-aid society to 1966, which is

'when we received" federal funds.

‘Now we can come back in three

ears and celebrate - our b55th
nniversary!”

rAnn, Bob and. Garry .are.cam- .'

.S..8en. Ralph Yarborough, 88.

L Tl e s e N S ——
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| exas legen

- Former U.S. Sen. Ralph Yarbkorough'jolned his wife, Opal, and grandson ‘

Jeff at at the Four Seasons Hotel recently at an event celebrating the cre-

atlon of a scholarship in Ralph Yarborough sname.. ' . . . T

gal-aid society, which was “bit- ..

Yarborough scholarshlp created

Gov. Ann Richards, Lt. Gov. Bob Bullock and
Land Commissioner Garry Mauro are co-chairing
efforts to create a University of Texas law scholar-
ship in honor of former Sen. Ralph Yarborough. .
Supporters of the fund will gather Saturday night
at the Four Seasons Hotel to honor Yarborough
88, who graduated from the UT School of Law in ! -
1927 and served in the U.S. Senate from 1957 until
1971. The fund, which has a goal of $1 million, will
provide scholarshrps to students specializing in en-
vironmental and public service law. ,
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By Matt Curry\

Special Writer .

Jessie Denton was devas-
tated when liberal
Ralph Yarborough was_ un-

seated by fellow Democrat =

“Lloyd Bentsen in 1970. A

further blow

- S . o A v o i m : o M """% .8 %”ﬂ'_ﬁg,n
Uenion was mystery even to own fami

Continued

From page one

his one love was the Democratic
Party and its candidates. He be-
lieved Yarborough was sccond
only to God and supported labor
although he never was a member
of a union, Wheeler said.

Little else is known about the
longtime Wichita Falls resident.

He was recognizable to many
Wichita Falls residents who had
spotted him walking in various
parts of the city. He collected
aluminum cans and took
Christmas dinners at Faith
Mission, Wheeler said.

He lived on a government dis-
ability check, said nephew
James Denton of College Station,
one of two surviving relatives.
He held a job as mechanic and
general custodian at Falls Bowl
on East Scott until 1971, said
Wanda Harasimo, a desk clerk
there.

“It was kind of weird,"” she
remembered Monday. ‘“He told
us he was only going to work X
number of years. He said when
he had all the money he needed,
he would quit. And that’s what he

S0 @ (W

_ . S
SHEAHETH

U.S. Sen. -

Yarborough's primary loss to

. Barefoot Sanders in June 1972

* Denton, who didn't own a car
or telephone and lived mod-

. estly by all accounts, wanted
help -
Yarborough pay off a massive

to do his part to

Ao o
E s

IO G HUS
Man dev_ote_d his modest life to campaigns and fund raisin

So when the former.senator
appeared at a fund-raiser at
the old Underwood's res-

taurant on Jackshoro High- "

way, Denton showed up too —
with a bag of money, accord-
ing to longtime friend and
Democratic Party activist

Denton was found de
his modest stucco home
San Antonio July 10. H
apparently been dead s
days. He was 63.

Those who knew Dento
he lived a private life, an

LB L] ne

w as

dobt ~ -

“L L,

campaign

did.”

He may have been born in
Electra, James Denton said.

:‘‘He had dropped out of our
lives' when we were babies. We
had lost touch with him untii
1984. He was a very private per-
son. He built a shell around
himself and lived in his own
world. He was a very unusual
person,”’ he said.

“He was a total
added Wheeler.

But Wichita County Democrats
knew Denton as a dedicated
worker and a storehouse of infor-
mation on local, state and na-
tional politics.

“He was a stalwart as far as
activities of the Democratic
Party were concerned,” said
Harold White Jr., county chair-
man. “He was a tireless worker
and not a complainer. Even if

mystery,”’

others considered a job un-
pleasant, Jessie wasn’t that
way.”

Denton would spend hours at
Democratic headquarters, at-
taching telephone numbers with
lists of precinct voters.

“Jessie was a very learned
person, very intelligent and he
enjoyed staying on top of current

‘Wheeler.. . . . ...

affairs,” White said.

“He was a walking encyclo-
pedia,”” Wheeler said.

Many were surprised by his
depth of knowledge, state Sen.
Steve Carriker, D-Roby, said. .

““He could give you the number
of votes Harry Truman got from
the South Carolina delegation at
the 1948 Democratic conven-
tion,”” Carriker said.

“And there are very few
people interested in doing the
work Jessie was willing to do —-
the nuts and bolts of successful
campaigns. Those kind of things
are mostly done now with con-
tract labor. Jessie would do it for
the love of politics.”

““He did all the thankless jobs
nobody wanted and he did them
well,” agreed state Rep. John
Hirschi, D-Wichita Falls.

“He bought a few groceries
and household staples,”” Hirschi
said. ‘““He lived on an income
level most people consider to be
abject poverty, but he lived the
life he wanted to live.”

Still, Denton sometimes be-
came painfully aware of his ap-
pearance, Wheeler said. He be-
came hesitant to attend a City

Fee

- Please see TENTON,

e &

Council election victory party for
David Farabee because he didn’t
have nice clothes to wear, she
said.

“‘He was crying about that one
day when 1 went to pick him up.
He said, ‘I don’t fit into that
crowd. I don’t look right,” "’ she
recalled.

Wheeler told Hirschi about the
conversation, and Hirschi took
him to a store and bought him a
new pair of pants for the oe-
casion, she said.

Denton emerged from his
home that evening wearing his

e

new siacks and a grin, she said.

“‘T look a lot better,’ *’ she
recalled Denton saying.

“If I had to explain Jessie, 1'd
say a political genius and a
social misfit,” Wheeler said.
“But he tried awfully hard to do
the right thing. He was the last
of the real, true Democrats. He
worshipped the party. He
thought it was the only thing that
existed.”

Arrangements are for Denton
are pending with Hampton-
Vaughan Funeral Home.
Survivors include two nephews,
James Denton of Coliege Station
and John Deuion of Hico.
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and prisons. Conservatives have taken the opposite position on these
questions, although once liberals prevail, the liberal position is frequently
accepted and becomes, over time, part of the wisdom of the status quo.

Most people are liberal on some issues and conservative on others. As
an East Texas legislator once put it, “I'm a mix of Jerry Falwell and Jim
Hightower,” referring to the right-wing founder of the Moral Majority
and the liberal Texas agriculture commissioner, respectively.? But when
confronted with a choice between two candidates, one liberal and the
other conservative, voters make a choice. In so doing, one predisposition
wins out over the other. Too, a sizable number of voters organize their
preferences into a more or less consistent pattern and come to think of
themselves as predominantly liberal or conservative. These people tend
to make up the ideological core of the two opposing political camps, which
become clearly distinguished over time in the mass media.

This list of issues demonstrates that the liberal-conservative conflict in
Texas is quite similar to its national counterpart. Indeed, there are very
few issues that have created controversy nationally that have not filtered
down to Texas, where the intensity of the conflict is sometimes even
greater than that generated nationally. This may result from the fact that
a handful of colorful politicos have captured the imagination of the two
ideological factions and have personified their values over an entire gen-
eration.

Among the postwar conservatives, Shivers and Connally, both forceful
governors who went on to exercise influence nationally—Shivers as presi-
dent of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Connally as cabinet member and
adviser in Republican administrations—stand out as the embodiment of
Texas conservatism. Both intelligent and charismatic, they were born
poor and got rich quickly, gaining acceptance as peers among the upper
class. Both were active in the conservative wing of the Democratic party
and later in Republican circles.

Republican Senator John Tower was certainly a conservative too. Once
asked if “he could think of a single domestic legislative program of . . .
John F. Kennedy's to which he could give support,” Tower could not.%
But he lacked the charisma and personal followings of Shivers and Con-
nally. The same might be said for other postwar conservative governors—
Beauford Jester, Price Daniel, Preston Smith, Dolph Briscoe, and Bill
Clements. Mark White, perhaps best described as a moderate conserva-
ive while governor, also fits this description.

The single most influential and popular liberal in the history of Texas
politics is undoubtedly Ralph Yarborough, who was a major force on the
political scene from the time he lost his first governor’s race against Shiv-
ers in 1952 to his failed bid to regain a U.S. Senate seat in 1972.26 Between
1952 and 1972 Yarborough mounted eight statewide campaigns—three
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unsuccessful ones for governor and five for the U.S. Senate, three of
which he won. He rallied liberals and their moderate allies across the state
in grueling, underfinanced, acrimonious campaigns that spanned a period
of great political upheaval—a time in which the civil rights movement
shook the racist foundations of the South; Joe McCarthy and his allies,
many of them Texas-based, fueled a widespread anti-Communist hysteria;
the Kennedy and Johnson administrations aggressively restructured gov-
e¢rnment spending; and the Vietnam War and its concurrent issues of
black militancy, student unrest, and the “lifestyle revolution” split the
liberal coalition in its period of triumph and finally led to Yarborough’s
defeat.

A list of Yarborough’s major accomplishments during his thirteen years
in the U.S. Senate elucidates the nature of the Texas liberal agenda and
underscores Yarborough’s effectiveness once in office. An article in the
Dallas Morning News, a base for some of his bitterest critics, opined
shortly after his defeat in 1970 that “his name is probably attached to more
legislation than that of any other senator in Texas history.”?” Sitting on
several important committees, including Labor and Public Welfare, of
which he eventually became chairman, Yarborough was the guiding force
behind numerous major bills.2 He played a primary role in enacting the
Cancer Act of 1971 that launched the federally financed “war on cancer.”
He was a major sponsor of the Occupational Safety and Health Act, which
passed over President Nixon’s veto; the Community Mental Health Cen-
ters Act; laws to aid the education of handicapped children and to increase
hospital and health care; and others benefiting veterans, disadvantaged
children (such as that which created the Head Start program), the elderly,
and the poor.29 Shortly before his defeat in 1970, he introduced his com-
prehensive health insurance bill, modeled on Sweden’s health insurance
plan. Edward Kennedy, who succeeded him as chairman of the Health
Subcommittee, picked it up.®

Yarborough was one of the most aggressive and effective champions of
environmental legislation in the U.S. Senate. Between 1957 and 1971 he
was the author, coauthor, or active sponsor of all the major environmental
bills to pass that body.3! He was given primary credit for passage of the
Endangered Species Act. Of the eleven national parks, historical sites, or
recreation areas existing in Texas in 1978, six were the result of first efforts

by Yarborough.32 He was the prime mover behind the creation of the
78,000-acre Guadalupe Mountains National Park, the 85,000-acre Big
Thicket National Preserve—acquired in spite of intense opposition from
East Texas lumber interests and their political retainers—and the 74-
mile-long Padre Island National Seashore.3

Within months of his election to the Senate, Yarborough became one of
only five southern senators—including LBj—to vote for passage of the
momentous Civil Rights Act of 1957. Three years later, he was one of four
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4. Ralph W. Yarborough. The outstanding Texas liberal leader of the postwar period, Yarbor-
ough was a U.S. senator from 1957 to 1971. Here he speaks at a campaign rally in Paris, Texas,

I in one of his campaigns for governor in the 1950s. Courtesy of the Barker Texas History Center.

southern senators—again voting with LBJ—to support the Civil Rights
Act of 1960. In 1964, by supporting passage of the most far-reaching civil
rights bill since Reconstruction, he stood alone among the senators of the
eleven states of the old Confederacy. His fellow Texas senator, John
Tower, opposed it. Yarborough was one of only three southern senators—
and the only one from Texas—who voted for the Voting Rights Act of
1965, and one of four supporting the 1968 open housing bill. 3¢

He was a vocal opponent of the Vietnam War by 1968 and criticized the
Chicago police force’s rampage against antiwar demonstrators at the 1968
Democratic convention. The same year, he backed Eugene McCarthy’s
antiwar presidential campaign by introducing him to audiences in Texas.
And in 1969, when President Nixon attempted to place on the Supreme
Court Clement F. Haynsworth, Jr., a southern judge opposed by the civil
rights community, Yarborough was one of two southern senators opposing
his nomination. When Nixon then nominated yet a second judge opposed
by civil rights forces—G. Harrold Carswell—Yarborough was one of four
southern senators who opposed him—an act that would haunt him later
that year when Lloyd Bentsen made the Carswell vote a central issue of
his successful campaign to defeat Yarborough.3®
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It was in the field of educational reform, however, that Yarborough ac-
quired an enduring reputation. On the Education Subcommittee of the
Senate’s Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, he was a force behind
nine major bills, including the National Defense Education Act of 1958,
which laid the groundwork for federal aid to education; and the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act, which extended federal support to
public schools below the college level.3” The Cold War GI Bill, which
subsidized the training and college education of millions of veterans serv-
ing after January 31, 1955—and who were thus not eligible under the
Korean War benefits program—was first introduced by Yarborough in
1958 and was passed through Yarborough’s tenacity in spite of opposition
from Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson.3 Yarborough’s Bi-
lingual Education Bill, passed by Congress, provided federal funds for
schools with numerous students from non-English-speaking backgrounds.
He was author, coauthor, or active sponsor of every major education bill
passed by Congress during his Senate days.3?

Yarborough, in short, was the embodiment of the post-New Deal lib-
eral spirit in Texas. About the only area in which he parted company with
a good many liberals was oil policy.# Both his supporters and his oppo-
nents in the electorate at large had a fairly good idea of where he stood on
the major issues of the day, and he was anathema to the conservative
business establishment, which spent great sums to ensure his defeat in
1970.41

The period of liberal resurgence following World War II, then, can be
seen as another era in which major issues involving the distribution of
goods and opportunities came to the fore in Texas politics. At critical mo-
ments over the past 150 years, Texans have squared off over fundamen-
tally important issues dealing with race and economic justice. When this
has happened, the progressive faction has been able to mobilize a con-
siderable proportion of the state’s voters. Were it not for the underrep-
resentation of the progressives’ natural constituency in the electorate,
they would have won more victories than history records. And as has
been shown regarding both the pre-Civil War and the post-Populist
eras. the lower voter turnout in the progressive camp was closely tied to
election laws and practices that discriminated against the poor and ethnic
minorities.

A Culture of “Folk Conservatism”?

Given the facts so far, why is the perception widespread that Texas is an
overwhelmingly conservative state? Conservatives self-servingly portray
themselves as spokesmen for a homogeneous conservative population.
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a promoter of the Tuskegee Institute type of education and in asso-
ciation with the Phelps-Stokes Fund of New York, yet he “operat-
ed independently and affectively to promote the vision of a new
Africa which would include a system of higher education equal in

quality to that anywhere in the world.”” 65 notes.
R. V. Ritter

3772. Hubbell, Joe. WILLIAM C. CANTERBURY AND THE
FIRST YEAR OF THE OEA. Chronicles of Oklahoma 1980 58(1):
17-33. The Oklahoma Education Association (OEA) grew stowly
during the early 20th century, but by 1917 had dedicated itself to
a stronger stand on issues affecting teachers. The June 1919 elec-
tion of William Curtis Canterbury as the first executive secretary of
the OEA provided an important focus for the organization. He
worked tirelessly on enlarging membership, lobbying state officials
for aid to educational systems, and editing The Oklahoma Teacher.
Canterbury’s death one year later deprived the organization of an
effective leader, but it did not curtail the expanding movement for

educational aid. Based on newspapers; 3 photos, 59 notes.
M. L. Tate

3773. Hul}, Clifton E. PROSPERITY ROLLS ACROSS ARKAN-
SAS. Arkansas Hist. Q. 1975 34(4): 325-332. During the post-
World War I nationwide economic depression (1920-22) Samuel M.
Vauclain, president of the huge Baldwin Locomotive Works 1n Ed-
dystone, Pennsylvania, conceived of a way to help bolster the sag-
ging spirits of Americans. He sent 20 sleek new locomotives
ordered by the Southern Pacific Railroad across the country in one
long train. Enthusiastic people in every town along the route ad-
mired the power and mechanical beauty of these 20 engines and
were inspired by Sam Vauclain’s *Prosperity Special.” Based on
secondary sources; ¢ illus. T. L. Savitt

3774. Hux, Roger K. THE KU KLUX KLAN IN MACON 1919-

" 1925. Georgia Hist. Q. 1978 62(2): 155-168. The Macon, Georgia,

Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s, led by dentist C. A. Yarbrough, ad-
ministered floggings primanly to punish moral offenders rather than
{0 combat racial or foreign influences. Condemnation of violence,
several trials of Klansmen, and polilical defeat brought about Klan

decline. Newspapers and secondary SOUrCes; 30 notes.
G. R. Schroeder

3775. lsaac, Paul E. MUNICIPAL REFORM IN BEAUMONT,
TEXAS, 1902-1909. Southwestern Hist. Q. 1975 78(4): 413-430.
Reviews city government reform in Beaumont, Texas. Beaumont
was not a victim of the usual political ills of the time; corfuption
was negligible and bossism was absent. A great oil strike swelled
the city’s population, rendering the current govcmmemal forms. ob-
solete. Businessmen desired to run the city effectively and efficient-
ly. A series of gradual reforms seemed to achieve this objective.
Poll taxes wiped out the purchasable Negro vote. Greater control
was gained over utilities. The Commission plan was not adopted.

In sum, Beaumont followed the political attitudes of the times. Pho-
to, 58 notes. v. L. Human

3776. James, Louise B. ALICE MARY ROBERTSON: ANTI-
FEMINIST CONGRESSWOMAN. Chronicles of Oklahoma 1977-
78 55(4): 454-461. Recounts the career of Oklahoma's only woman
ever elected to the US House of Representatives. Descended from
a prominent missionary family, Alice Mary Robertson took an ac-
tive role in late-19th-century Indian reform and became 2 close
friend of Theodore Roosevelt. A conservative Republican and
avowed opponent of women’s suffrage, she was defeated in 1922

after only one term. Primary and secondary sources; 2 photos, 31
M. L. Tate

notes.

3777, James, Louise Boyd. THE WOMAN SUFFRAGE ISSUE
IN THE OKLAHOMA CONSTITUTIONAL CONYENTION.
Chronicles of Okiahoma 1978-79 56(4): 379-392. Examunes the ef-
forts of Oklahoma leaders such as suffragette Kate H. Biggers, at-
torney Robert L. Owen, labor leader Peter Hanraty, and Colorado
Governor Alva J. Adams to pass a woman suffrage resolution
through the 1906 Oklahoma Constitutional Convention. Opponents
of the resolution contended that women’s domain was in the home
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rather than in politics. The proposal failed. Not ey
1918 did Oklahoma adopt a referendum petitios !
state-wide suffrage to women. Primary sources. 6 phown,

u,

3778. Jemison, Marie Stokes. LADIES BECOME VOTE
TIE RUFFNER JACOBS AND WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE
BAMA. Southern Exposure 1979 7(1): 48-59. Compares §
for suffrage by southern women before 1920 1o the avd #
ERA struggles of the 1960’s and 1970 in a bref
then details the struggle for woman suffrage in the
was led by activist Pattie Ruffner Jacobs (1885-193%,
raphy is presented also. :

3779. Johnson, Bobby H. DOCTORS. DRUGGISTR
TISTS IN THE OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, 1§91
and the West 1977 19(2): 121-134. Doctors, druggms,
went to Oklahoma Territory in large numbers. There
styled healers and quacks. The bona fide health
worked against incredible pioneer conditions o 4
sense of professionalism. They actively promoted ¢f
care laws which laid firm foundations for modern
regulations in the state. 4 illus,, 33 notes. 3

3780. Jones, Allen W. POLITICAL REFORM AND
FACTIONALISM IN THE DEEP SOUTH: ALABAMA
SHOES’ SENATORIAL PRIMARY OF 1906.

26(1): 3-32. Reform agitation for the direct primary
bama was strong by 1905. Conservative forces, incwdeg
William Dorsey Jelks, Senator Edmund Winston Presk,
gressman John Hollis Bankhead, hoped to retain
“ingenious’’ arrangement that provided, in part. for $p
«alternate senators’ should the two aging incumbon
Pettus and John Tyler Morgan, die in office. The
shoes'" primary of 1906 pitted seven prominent S1pesi}
and ex-Governor Joseph Forney Johnston were the
Governor Braxton Bragg Comer, reform forces leadet,
appointed both men to Morgan’s and Pettus’ uneg
1907. The 1906 elections, ‘“the most significant
the state since Reconstruction,”” placed Alabama @
movement toward popular election of senators.
mise of the Black Belt in state affairs, and showed Sl
tions could prevail with the black vote neutralized B
archival sources, newspapers, theses, and secondaty
notes.

3781, Jordan, Daniel P. THE MINGO WAR
LENCE IN THE SOUTHERN WEST VIRGINIA
1919-1922. Fink, Gary M. and Reed, Meri E., eds &
ern Labor History: Selected Papers, Southern Labor i
ence, 1976. (Westport, Conn.; London, England: U
1977): 102-143. Chronicles the Mingo War, ducusset
versaries’ views of issues, their strategy. tactics, sad
analyzes the war’s effects and significance. The B
was unionization or *the right to belong to a labet
so included many related issues. The United Mat
America operated under serious handicaps. Though |
the conflict had several distinctive elements: it
ceptionally great amount of violence, the lack of rsé
spite a fairly large number of blacks in both comps,
of outside radical participants. 129 notes. 4

3782. Kaufman, Burton 1. NEW ORLEANS AND
MA CANAL, 1900-1914. Louisiana Hist. 1973 144k
amines the economic growth in New Orlcans {sh
beginning to experience a slight trade decline) ohmt
the Panama Canal, 1900-14.

3783. Kelemen, Thomas A. A HISTORY CF i
TUCKY, 1917-1930. Filson Club Hist Q. 19%¢
The coal town of Lynch, Harlan County, Kentwkg,
1917 by the US Coal and Coke Company. The &
jiary of US Steel, exploited the rich coal Teserves o ¥
1o meet the fuel crisis caused by World War § M
tempted to build an ideal company town, wik
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4401. Grasmick, Harold G. SOCIAL CHANGE AND MODERN-
ISM IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH. Am. Behavioral Scientist 1973
16(6): 913-933. Values lag behind industrialization due largely to
the early socialization experiences of older southerners. S

reader appeal while senators emphasized tangible accomplishments.
Based on content analysis of five newspapers and responses from
2 questionnaire, and on primary sources; 2 tables, 13 notes.
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4402. Grass, Randall. THE STRUGGLE FOR A LIVING/
LEARNING COMMUNITY. Change 1974 6(8): 51-54. Relates the
history of Duke University’s communal Student House for Academ-
ic and Residential Experimentation, 1970-74.

o

4395, Gourley, Jay. THE BUREAUCRAT’S COUNTRY CLUB.
Washington Monthly 1976 8(3): 43-47. Discusses the functions of
we Federal Executive Institute in Charlottesville, Virginia as a sup-
posed “college™ in government administration for government offi-
aals in the 1970’s, emphasizing its recreational facilities.

o =
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4403. Graves, Carl R. THE RIGHT TO BE SERVED: OKLAHO-
MA CITY’S LUNCH COUNTER SIT-INS, 1958-1964. Chronicles
of Oklahoma 1981 59(2): 152-166. Six years of struggle to inte-
grate the lunch counters of downtown Oklahoma City began in Au-
gust 1958 when Clara Luper and 13 black children sat down at
Katz Drugstore and requested food service. Continued sit-ins com-
pelled other restaurants to end their segregationalist practices, and
those that refused were met by a fairly unified black boycott. Al-
though confrontationist in nature, the NAACP-directed sit-ins
achieved beneficial results without violence. The discipline and
youth of the demonstrators helped win respect from many whites
and minimized the possibility of bloodshed. Based on Oklahoma
City newspapers; 4 photos, 48 notes. M. L. Tate

4396. Grafton, Carl. JAMES E. FOLSOM AND CIVIL LIBER-
TIES IN ALABAMA. Alabama Rev. 1979 32(1): 3-27. James E.
Folsom, two-term governor of Alabama, 1947-50 and 1955-58, con-
usiently advocated a gradual extension of civil liberties to blacks
and women. Folsom was not a moderate on these subjects, and
wnirary to some writers and interpreters he was neither populist
sor opportunist. He sincerely opposed racial discrimination and less
outspokenly, sexual inequality. Primary and secondary sources and
prsonal interviews, including Governer Folsom; 68 notes.

J. F. Vivian

4197 Grant, Philip A., Jr. ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH F. RUMMEL
AND THE 1962 NEW ORLEANS DESEGREGATION CRISIS.
Records of the Am. Catholic Hist. Soc. of Philadelphia 1980
9i(1-4): 59-66. The publication on 27 March 1962 of Archbishop
loseph F. Rummel’s directive integrating Catholic schools for the
1962-63 academic year was followed by the excommunication on
16 April of three vociferous dissenters. Rummel might have avoid-
td the crisis had he accompanied his directive with a thorough ex-
planation of the church’s commitment to racial equality and the
pogress of integration in other dioveses, or if he had refused to be
baed by persons unlikely to genecrate much backing from other
Catholics. Based on newspapers; 13 notes. J. M. McCarthy

4404. Green, Archie. KERRY AWN'S SOAP CREEK SALOON
CALENDARS. JEMF Q. 1908 16(57): 24-35. Traces some changes
in “progressive country’® or country rock music in Austin, Texas,
through the cartoon illustrated calendars, “each a self-contained
commentary on popular culture within the Austin setting,”” by Ker-
ry Awn done for the Soap Creek Saloon from 1970 to 1980.

4405. Green, Archie. MICHAEL ADAM’S HONKY TONK
PAINTINGS. JEMF Q. 1982 28(67-68): 155-165. Discusses the
country music art of American painter Michael Adams, especially
his 1977-79 oils depicting Texas honky tonk bar scenes.

498, Grant, Philip A, Jr. EDITORIAL REACTION TO THE
1952 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY OF RICHARD B. RUS-
SELL. Georgia Hist. Q. 1973 57(2): 167-178. Senator Richard B.
Russell (d. 1971) announced his candidacy for the Democratic
wesdential nomination on 28 February 1952. Although President
" Harry S. Truman had not indicated whether he would seek reelec-
won, Russell’s move was a southern conservative protest to many
of the president’s key domestic legislative proposals. Russell was
overwhelmingly praised by the press but virtually none predicted
wooess for him. 58 notes. D. L. Smith

-4406. Green, George N. MC CARTHYISM IN TEXAS: THE
1954 CAMPAIGN. Southern Q. 1978 16(3): 255-276. Reviews the
Texas gubernatorial race of 1954. Governor Allan Shivers, who had
defected to the Republican Party, was running for a third term
against Ralph Yarborough, who mounted a strong campaign ap-
pealing to liberals, workers, and public-spirited men. Shivers raised
the spectre of Communism, which was much in vogue at the time,
although Texas was notoriously poor soil for that ideology. Racism
also was used; the Supreme Court decision of that year which man-
dated school integration aroused Shivers’ wrath. Yarborough took
a more moderate position, which weakened him. Shivers won the
election primarily because Yarborough’s legions failed to vote in
sufficient number. McCarthyism, dead or dying elsewhere, was
shown to be still very much alive in Texas. 34 notes.

V. L. Human

499, Grant, Philip A, Jr. TENNESSEE CONGRESSMEN DUR-
ING THE EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION. West Tennessee
Hut Soc. Papers 1978 (32): 103-109. Tennesseeans in Congress
during 1953-61 included seven House members (Howard H. Baker,
§¢. James B. Frazier, Jr., B. Carroll Reece, Clifford Davis, Tom
Murray, J. Percy Priest, and Jere Cooper) and two senators (Albert
A Gore and Estes Kefauver). As chairmen or senior members of
wportant congressional committees, these congressmen were identi-
fied with significant legislation or well-publicized investigations.
Skewches the major congressional work of each. Based on congres-
wnal publications; 4 photos, 41 notes. H. M. Parker, Jr.

4407. Greene, Juanita. WHAT'S HAPPENED TO FLORIDA’S
BEACHES? Southern Exposure 1982 10(3): 24-26. The beaches are
threatened with erosion and especially from the buildings that pre-
vent beach renourishment; and environmental legislation that would
protect them, like the Save Our Coast program of 1981, are under-
mined.

4400, Grant, Philip A, Jr. THE 1948 PRESIDENTIAL ELEC-
TION IN VIRGINIA: AUGURY OF THE TREND TOWARDS
REPUBLICANISM. Presidential Studies Q. 1978 8(3): 319-328. In

4408. Greenstein, Robert. WHY SIX MILLION POOR SOUTH-
ERNERS CAN'T BE FED. New South 1973 28(1): 43-51. The

1348, the Democrats in Virginia were divided over the presidential
waination of Harry S. Truman whose unpopular civil rights plat-
form prompted the formation of the States Rights Democrats sup-

ning South Carolina Governor J. Strom Thurmond for President.
With the split in the Democratic Party, Republican candidate
Thomas E. Dewey threatened to carry Virginia. Provides a county-

federal government’s food stamp program is beyond the means of
many poor southerners. S

4409. Grubb, W. Norton and Brody, Julia Green. SPENDING
INEQUALITIES FOR CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS IN TEXAS.
Ann. of the Am. Acad. of Pol. and Social Sci. 1982 (461): 53-62.

Presents measures of expenditure inequalities among the 254 coun-
ties in Texas for a variety of income support, nutrition, child care,
and juvenile justice programs and for several social and psychologi-
cal services. In every case nonschool spending differences are great-
er than variations in school spending. The intrastate variations

by-county analysis of the vote and attributes Truman’s 28,716 plu-
ulty o Thurman’s weak 10.4% showing and Dewey’s failure to
ampaign in the state. Truman’s unimpressive victory is seen as a
peecursor of future Republican presidential wins in Virginia. Table,
47 notes. S. C. Strom
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HUMANITARIAN AWARD

Senator
Ralph Yarborough

From 1957-1971, Ralph W. Yarborough served in the United States Senate. He
was known as “The People’s Senator.” He earned that title by working long and hard
for legislation and effectuating governmental policy changes that would help people.
Bill Moyers said, “His enduring determination to accomplish good for his fellow
citizens has placed him high in the pantheon of statesmen.”

Senator Yarborough made significant contributions to the cause of human rights
by the legislation he was able to pass while in the United States Senate. He has a long
record of achievements in many areas, but his effortsin education, health, conservation
and public works and help for veterans are outstanding. He views his passage of the
“Minimum Wage Increase and Expansion” in 1966 as one of his greatest efforts. For
the first time the minimum wage was extended to employees in retailing, laundries,
restaurants, hotels, hospitals and agricultural workers. It was called the “Widows”
amendment because it covered so many low-paying jobs which women usually held.

A World War II veteran, the Senator is also proud of his Cold War GI Bill which
was introduced in 1958, passed in 1966 and amended in 1968. It allowed the inclusion
of widows of soldiers killed in combat, wives of permanently disabled veterans and their
minor children to get an education. He points out that these two achievements helped
defeat him later but said, "If you want to help people, you have to stick your neck out.”

He stuck his neck out on health issues by passing legislation to create the National
Cancer Authority. Sen. Yarborough was chair of the Senate Labor and Public Welfare
Committee from 1969-71. He was also chair of the Health Subcommittee. He gained
a reputation for his forward-looking legislation and ability to get health bills passed.

The University of Texas honored him in 1990 as a Distinguished Alumnus. He
claimsthe best happening in his life isthat his wife, Opal, has stuckwith him for 62years.
They had one son and now have two granddaughters and a grandson.

Senator Yarborough has returned to a private law practice, but he continues to
help his many friends and to make a significant contribution to the Democratic Party
and its candidates. His love of history makes him a favorite speaker. A Texas House
of Representatives resolution in 1989 said of him, “He has earned a well-deserved
reputation as an enlightened thinker, a tircless advocate of the rights of others and a

man of duty and conscience.”




FIRST ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

PROGRAM
WELCOME Jeanie Stanley, President
INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS
INVOCATION: Group singing of
“America the Beautiful” Karol Rice
Dinner will be served
RECOGNITION OF HONORED GUESTS Anne Mauzy
SPONSORS
ELECTED OFFICIALS
CLUBS
AWARDS PRESENTATION
CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION Awards Committee:
Anne Mauzy, Gay Erwin,
JoAnn Jenkins, Carol Nasworthy,
Clara Lou Sawyer
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD Helen George
Congressman Mickey Leland

(accepted by his mother, Mrs. Alice Rains)




OUTSTANDING MEMBER Sandra Martinez

Jeanie Stanley, Ph.D.

HUMANITARIAN AWARD Justice Oscar Mauzy

Senator Ralph Yarborough

OUTSTANDING ELECTED Lieutenant Governor
DEMOCRATIC WOMAN Bob Bullock
Governor Ann Richards

Lieutenant Governor Bob Bullock

INTRODUCTION OF NEW OFFICERS Jeanie Stanley

BENEDICTION: Group singing of “Texas Our Texas” Karol Rice

«God Bless America”

Dessert will be served during the Social Hour

AWARDS DINNER COMMITTEE
Anne Mauzy, chair Dorothy Gunn Sandra Martinez
Decbra Berry Gloria Gunter Anna Marie Palmer
Tricia Bosak Mae Jackson Beverly Roberts
Betty Condra Dana Kervin Clara Lou Sawyer
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I first met Ralph Yarborough during the torrid, dry summer of
1956, when I was an eighteen-year-old reporter for The El Paso Times
and he was running for governor of Texas against Price Daniel. He
didn't have time for a sit-down interview, but he let me ride in the
car with him while he roamed El Paso County, looking for votes. The
driver was a fellow named Gootch, 1 remember, and he sped Yar-
borough and me to cotton gins, shopping centers, anywhere there
were hands to be shaken. At a barbeque and political rally in Ysleta,
Yarborough made the best stump speech I've ever heard. And between
stops, while Gootch was burning up the highways and byways of the
county, Yarborough talked to me, and | listened.

More than thirty years, dozens of political campaigns, and hundreds
of interviews later, that remains one of my most memorable days as a

reporter.
I didn't see Yarborough again until 1983, when I interviewed him

for this profile. He had changed hardly at all.

NOTHING BUT PEOPLE

On election night in 1957, when Ralph Yarborough was
elected to the U.S. Senate, an Austin lobbyist dropped by his
campaign headquarters, where a victory celebration was in pro-
gress. “It was amazing,” he told reporters later. “There wasn't a
big shot down there — nothing but people.’

A framed enlargement of the newspaper story chronicling the
lobbyist’s astonishment still hangs on the wall of Yarborough's
Spartan law office in downtown Austin. It's surrounded by
dozens of autographed pictures of presidents and astronauts
and Indian chiefs and plaques and certificates of appreciation
and stacks and heaps and piles and mounds of books and
documents relating to the long life of Ralph Webster Yar-
borough and his adventures among the political giants and
trolls of Texas and Washington.




Bryan Woolley * 53

It has been a life spent battling “big shots” and losing more
often than winning. Of his nine statewide political races
between 1938 and 1972, Yarborough won only three. And dur-
ing the thirteen years in the Senate that those victories gave
him, he dedicated himself with a rare energy and eloquence to
“nothing but people,” a stance that ended his Washington career
when his influence was at its peak and still makes his name an
anathema in the board rooms and fat cat clubs of Dallas and
Houston and Austin. :

In 1970, the Texas business and political establishment spent
$6 million — an astronomical sum at the time — to unseat its
state’s senior U.S. senator and give the Democratic nomination
to Lloyd Bentsen, a rich man from the Rio Grande Valley. Some
of Bentsen's TV commercials during the campaign featured the
riots'at the 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago.
They hinted that Yarborough — a declared opponent of the
Vietnam war — was somehow responsible for them. The Texas
Democratic electorate apparently believed it.

Such things had happened to Yarborough before — in 1952,
1954, and 1956 — so regularly, in fact, that Yarborough's years
in the Senate were for a long time regarded by weary and
embittered Texas liberals as an aberration, a freakish outbreak
of grassroots democracy in a state ruled openly, with only the
faintest lip service to The People, by The Establishment and its
Big Money.

“Lyndon Johnson had all the money he needed for any kind
of operation he wanted to run,” Yarborough says. “1 had practi-
cally none. 1 could raise a little and borrow some to run, but
the minute the campaign was over, 1 couldn’t raise money to
pay the debts off. I was in debt all the time. I had no
resources. My older brother, who was practicing law in Dallas,
urged me not to run for political office. He already saw that
Dallas syndrome. You can't beat that money, he said. They'll
buy it every time’” ,

Ralph Yarborough is about to turn eighty. He looks maybe
sixty. He's still trim for a man of his stocky build and walks
quickly, with a spring in his step. His brown hair has aged
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silver-gray, but his dark eyes are clear. They still flash when
he’s riled. A movie casting director searching for someone to
play a Southern senior senator or elder statesman could do no
better. His mind is still an encyclopedia of law and Texan and
American history and statistics and political anecdotes. They fill
his conversation, and when his talk turns to the preoccupation
of his life — the eternal battles between The People and Big
Money and between expedience and integrity in politics and
government — his rich East Texas voice still rises to the fiery
hyperbole that distinguished his hot Texas summer campaigns
of the 1950s — a time when running for office meant making
speeches from flatbed trucks and shaking the hands of the elec-
torate in hundreds of courthouse squares, before the profes-
siona] TV image-makers decreed that anger and emotion are
political liabilities, before a candidate for public office became
simply another brand of soap to be sold. “He will not hire
high-pressure hucksters to direct a campaign,” says a Yar-
borough campaign biography written for his 1957 Senate race.
“He does not belittle their effect; he knows what they can do,
and he has the scars to prove it. But patently their job is to
corrupt the judgment of the electorate; and that, he sees, is
evil” ’ ‘ :
“Evil” is a word that has almost disappeared from the Ameri-
can vocabulary. It's an old-fashioned “hot” word that doesn't fit
into the bland, “cool” political vernacular that TV has created.
But Yarborough's hellfire-and-brimstone denunciations of those
he considers evil and his belief in some kind of cosmic justice
seem refreshingly strong and deep in a time when slickness and

- shallowness have replaced courage and ideals’in so many public

“’I,'his; James Wattwants to detribalize the Indians and take

their reservations,” he says. “He calls them socialists. Hell,
“they've got minerals, and Watt wants the fat cat Republicans to

have them, He's the most vicious son of a bitch, next to Rea-

gan, who has ever held a high office in our government”
“We're fixing to build an Army base in Honduras” he says,

“to operate against Nicaragua. It's going to be Vietnam all over
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again, except those countries are so small and close by that we
probably can kill them off. '

“I'm not super-religious,” he says, “but I believe if you abuse
people long enough, you're going to pay the penalty for it. I
believe there are forces of retribution in nature.

Such thoughts are direct descendants of the Baptist sermens
and Populist-influenced Democratic stump speeches he heard in
his youth in his home village of Chandler, in Henderson
County, on the edge of the Piney Woods. He was born there in
1903 to Charles Richard Yarborough, the local justice of the
peace, and his wife, Nannie Jane. He was the seventh of their
eleven children. Both his grandfathers were Confederate vete-
rans, and the talk around the family supper table was of Texan
and Confederate history. It was there that Yarborough began his
hero-worship of Sam Houston, who, like Yarborough, always

“was a fighter against long odds. Under the sycamore tree in the
yard, Yarborough and his brothers and sisters played with Ray
and Opal Warren, the children of the Chandler school prin-
cipal, who lived next door. Yarborough went to school in
Chandler, then graduated from Tyler High School, twelve miles
away, in 1919. Congressman Jim Young appointed him to the
U.S. Military Academy, but after a year there, Yarborough
decided against a military life. '

He was only seventeen when he came home to become a
school-teacher at Delta, and then at Martin Springs, tiny one-
room schools where some of the pupils were twenty-five years
old. “There was no state aid to schools then,” he says, “and each
community had to tax its own resources for schools. The rail-
road went through Chandler, so we could tax the railroad and
have seven months of school a year. But those kids six miles
away from the railroad had only three months of school a year,
because those tenant farmers didn’t have much to tax. I taught
all grades from first through eighth, all in one room. One year
‘T had the ninth grade, too” . - -

When school wasn't in session, Yarborough took courses at
Sam Houston State College in Huntsville, but never got his
degree. “Then he got the tickle-foot,” his old campaign
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biography says. “Sometimes it is a way of young men that they
must put a passel of miles behind them in a great search before
finally they find what they are looking for — that is, find

. themselves” He was one of that American generation that wan-

dered the earth after World War 1, obeying the same impulses
that took F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway to Europe.
He worked his way from New Orleans to France on a French
cattle boat, hoping to attend the Sorbonne, which rejected him.
So he wandered on to Berlin, attended the Stendahl academy
for a year and worked for the American Chamber of Com-
merce. He laughs at the memory now. ”People don't usually
think of me as a Chamber of Commerce man,” he says, “but I
once was.’

By 1923 he wanted to come home, but the European docks

were crowded with young Americans trying to get maritime
jobs that would get them across the Atlantic. He worked his
way across the English Channel, and in Britain had better luck.
As he was standing on a dock with a crowd of job-seeking
Americans one day, a ship’s agent called out, “Anybody know
about handling horses?” and Yarborough sang out, “I'm from
Texas!” He got the job, nursing a shipment of horses across the
sea. Then he joined a wheat threshing crew in its migration

~ though Oklahoma and Kansas, saved his wages, got engaged to
his childhood playmate, Opal Warren, and in the fall went to

“ Austin, where he got a job in a boarding house and enrolled in
the Umvwmty of Texas School of Law. In the summers, he

worked -~ buxldmg oil tanks at Borger during the wild boom
of 1926, as a librarian and quiz master at the university. He

‘graduated in 1927 with highest honors and intended to go back

hdm}e and run for county attorney. _

"1 had been engaged to Opal for three years,” he says. “Back

~.:in those days, you didn’t get married and then start to college.
. You went to-college first. And I was in debt and desperately

looking for a job. The easy, preferred way for a young lawyer

“to get started in those days was to be county attorney. Then
" you either became district attorney or went out and started

practicing. But it so happened that of the fifty-three of us who

e
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graduated from the law school that year, three of us were from
Henderson County. The other two were from Athens, the
county seat, and I was from a little town twenty-five miles
away in the northeast corner of the county. They both decided
to run for county attorney, so it was foolish of me to think of
running against them with no money and in debt when they
were where the votes were.”

There was another reason he didn't launch his political career
immediately. When he announced to his fiancee that he might
run, Opal said, “If you run, the wedding is off. I won't marry a
man in politics” He dropped the whole subject for ten years,
found a law job at the other end of the state, in El Paso, that
paid $150 a month, came back to East Texas in 1928, married
Opal and moved her west. Fifty-five years later, they're still |
happily married. In 1931 their only child, Richard — now a
Washington lawyer — was born.

Yarborough became an expert in land law and was assisting
one of his firm’s senior attorneys in a case involving the bound-
ary between Texas and New Mexico. For about twenty miles,
the Rio Grande is the border between the two states, and the
river had changed course, leaving some formerly New Mexican
land on the Texas side. New Mexico sued. When the senior
lawyer suffered a heart attack, his young assistant had to argue
the complicated case through the courts, then before a commit-
tee of the Texas Legislature, then before Texas Attorney General
James Allred. Allred was so impressed with Yarborough's argu-
ment that he not only ruled in his favor, but offered him a job
as an assistant attorney general. Yarborough accepted. And.
later, when Allred was elected governor — “the last progressive . ;
governor that Texas has had,” Yarborough calls him — he
appointed Yarborough to fill a vacant seat as a Travis County
district judge, a post to which he was later elected in his own. ,
right. Opal changed her mind about politics, and he took a o
brief leave from the bench to run for attorney general in 1938. :
He lost to SMU’s All-American quarterback, Gerald Mann.

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, Yarborough joined
the army and was commissioned as a captain. “I was too old
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for the draft,” he says, “but I had attended West Point for a
year, and I decided I had a duty to go”” He fought in Europe

- with the 97th Division under Patton and Eisenhower, then went -4

to the Pacific and served under MacArthur. By now a lieu-
tenant colonel, he ruled the central Honshu Province — one-
seventh of Japan's land and people — under MacArthur's mili-
tary government. By the time he got home, he had decided to
try politics again. Politics in Texas in those days meant
Democratic politics, since the Republicans had no more chance 9§
of being elected than the Prohibitionists or the Vegetarians. The 3
Democratic Primary in July, not the General Election in P
November, put candidates into state offices. And, in those days, i
the terms of those offices were only two years. An election was 3
barely over before candidates began gearing up for the next
one.

“l was planning to run for attorney general in 1952 Yar-
borough says. “John Ben Shepperd was secretary of state, and
he was going to run for attorney general, too. So I was walking
down a corridor in the Capitol one day, and Gov. Allan Shivers
stopped me and said, in a very friendly way, Ralph, I under-
stand you're thinking about running for attorney general. |
don't think it’s advisable. They've already decided who the next

- attorney general is going to be! By ‘they, he meant The Estab-

lishment. He wasn't saying, You don't run! He wasn't bombastic
at all. He was trying to put on his best friendly manner. Well,

*_he didn't convince me not to run. But I started getting calls

from people in East Texas, saymg, “Listen, Ralph, Shivers is
unpopular. He would be easier to beat than John Ben Shep-
perd"’

'So Yarborough announced as.a Democratxc candidate for
governor and became the hfelong enemy of The Establishment.
He called upon the voters to save themselves from Shivers’

“money-centered political machine bent on treachery to The
People.” He accused Shivers of dlsloyalty to the Democratic
Party. (Shivers later supported Eisenhower in the 1952 presiden-
tial campaign.) He accused the Shivers administration of doing
nothing to help the small farmers and ranchers who were being
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driven into foreclosure by the terrible drought of the 1950s.
And he accused the Shivers administration of corruption. “They

“were selling insurance company charters,” he says. “If you

wanted an insurance charter, you paid the administration’s bag
man. They had different prices, depending on the size company
you wanted. A lot of crooked insurance companies were crop-
ping up in Texas. But I couldn’t stir up the press. All the city
newspapers were against me. Newspapers are big business, too,
of course. They're part of The Establishment.”

In a bitterly fought campaign, Yarborough got 36 percent of
the vote. Shivers was re-elected. But by 1954, discontent with
his administration was getting heavier. Two more years of
drought had wiped out hundreds of small farmers and ranchers.
“And the corruption didn’t end,” Yarborough says. “It was get-
ting worse, and it was seeping out around the cracks. After
they thought they had me polished off, they got more brazen.
Dallas had twice as many insurance companies as any other
city in the United States, and Dallas wasn't a very big city in
those days. They were fly-by-night companies. A lot of them
were going broke and trimming their policyholders.” Yar-
borough called for a “complete investigation of the insurance
mess” and accused the governor of allowing “fixers and
influence peddlers to operate in Austin.’

He had pulled together the old Democratic coalition of union
labor, small farmers, ranchers, businessmen, and minorities and
had carried the fight to a Democratic Establishment that was
beginning to look more and more like Joe McCarthy's brand of
Republicans. He ran a close second in the primary “but they
pulled it out in the runoff,” Yarborough says, “with The Port
Arthur Story.”

“The Port Arthur Story” has to rank as one of the dirtiest
tricks in the history of even Texas politics. In November 1953,
430 CIO Port Arthur retail workers had gone on strike against
their stores, demanding recognition of their union. During the
primary, Shivers had railed against the unions as “Communist-
dominated” “While I know my opponent is not a Communist,’
he said of Yarborough, “I feel that he is a captive of certain
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people who do not approve of being tough on Communists.’
During the runoff, a TV film called “The Port Arthur Story,”
produced by Shivers’ staff, accused the CIO of “personally
supervising the death of a city” and portrayed the deserted
streets of Port Arthur — an apparent ghost town. Shivers
charged in his broadcasts that what had happened in Port
Arthur could happen anywhere in Texas if Yarborough became
governor. A network of Red unions was being erected all along
the Gulf Coast, he claimed; “the pushing of a single button in
Moscow” would paralyze Texas, and Yarborough was sym-
pathetic to the unions. Later, a member of Shivers’ staff admit-
ted that the film of the deserted streets was shot at 5 a.m.

“It was a terror campaign,” Yarborough says. “It scared the
thunder out of people, scared the hell out of them. The few
country editors who supported me had the windows broken out
of their buildings.’

Shivers won again, but Yarborough's strong showing against
him and the continuing corruption in his administration
damaged him badly. The insurance scandal was joined by
another, this one involving crooked land deals by the state Vet-
eran Land Board. Two of the three members of the board were
Shivers and Attorney General Shepperd. And the drought was
worse than ever. “Shivers was planning to run again in 1956,
Yarborough says, “and I knew in my bones that I could beat

_him this time. But The Establishment pulled him out and

'bfought Price Daniel home from the U.S. Senate to run against

me. He had two years to go on his Senate term, so he was safe.

*‘{Ifﬂhe‘ lost the governorship, he'd still be a senator and would
~ have two more years to prepare for another campaign.’

- By 1956 school desegregation had become a red-flag issue
throughout the South, and two rabid racists, Panhandle rancher

- and author J. Evetts Haley and former governor “Pappy” Lee

O'Daniel, also threw their hats into the ring. Haley promised to
send the Texas Rangers to shut down any public school system
that tried to desegregate. O'Daniel called the U.S. Supreme
Court's decision in Brown vs. Board of Education “Communist-
inspired” and ranted about “blood running in the streets.” Price
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and “Walter Reuther of the CIO! Liberal Texans sponsored

racially integrated political rallies in a few cities, but Yar-

borough was the only gubernatorial candidate who would
speak to them,

It was a blistering, drought-ridden summer, and he stumped
the state from E] Paso to Orange, from Dalhart to Brownsville,
preaching to the sweating crowds about justice for The People
and reform in Austin. “I loved those hot summer campaigns,
when the Primary was in July” Yarborough says. “Campaigning
wasn't as much fun after they moved the pPrimary up to May”
In the runoff, Price Daniel beat him by fewer than five thou-
sand votes, Yarborough still talks of stolen boxes and burned
ballots, but The Establishment had won again.

-However, Daniel’s Senate seat was vacant now, and a2 special
election had to be held to choose a successor to complete his
term. According to Texas election law, there would be no
runoff. Anyone of any party could enter, and the map polling
the most votes would win, whether he had a majority or not.
Yarborough promptly announced his candidacy and — to the
embarrassment of The Establishment — quickly became the

favorite against Congressman Martin Dies, the Red-baiting
former chairman of the House Un-American Activities Commit-
tee, and Thad Hutcheson, a young Republican. The Establish-
ment, led by Senate Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson and
Governor Daniel, urged the Texas Legislature to change the elec-
tion law in the middle of the campaign, so that a runoff would
be required. The purpose of the scheme was to prevent the elec-
tion of a liberal. The “Gut Yarborough Bill,” as it came to be
called, easily passed in the House, but failed in the Senate by
two Votes. - : , )

“On the night before-the election,” Yarborough says, “it
started raining. After seven years, the drought. had broken, |
thought, ‘Good Lord, now they're“going to beat me with the
rain/” But Dies and Hutcheson split the conservative vote, and
Yarborough was elected with 38 percent. It was his first
statewide victory in five tries. And the following year, 1958, he



I I U B B BN O B B B DR B R D B BE B B e

62 ¢ The Edge of The West and Other Texas Stories

won his second, -easily trouncing The Establishment's candidate,
“Dollar Bill” Blakley, a Dallas magnate in insurance, banking,
ranching, oil, gas — the whole spectrum of Texas wealth — for
a full Senate term. » .

It's with reluctance that Yarborough discusses the injuries
inflicted upon him during those campaigns. He doesn't want to
be remembered simply as a stubborn champion ‘of lost causes,
a valiant loser. “To me,” he says, “the bottom line of my career
is not all those campaigns. The bottom line is, ‘What did you
do while you were there?” When I was elected to the Senate, |
had certain objectives I wanted to work toward. During the
years 1 was running for governor, Texas was forty-sixth out of
forty-eight states in the Union in public health and old-age pen-
sions. We were thirty-eighth in education. We were about forty-
sixth in aid to dependent children. Now that there are fifty
states, we're forty-ninth. We're the richest state in the Union,
and we're near the bottom of the ladder in all social programs. -
We're forty-eighth out of fifty in the acreage per capita that we

_have in state parks. Texas is over thirty times as large as little

New Jersey, and New Jersey has three times the acreage in state
parks-that we have. Everything in Texas has been for money.
We turn the land over to those who will destroy it to make a

. dollar. I had a list of about eighteen things in which Texas was

behind. And I thought, ‘Well, here’s my chance to do something
about this. It won't raise Texas in the context of what the
nation is doing, but it will raise Texas along with all the other
states. But I never introduced a big bill to try to do everything
in one piece of legislation. I followed Abraham Lincoln's advice
to ‘whittle them to death by littles!” .

Yarborough quickly established his independence in the Sen-
ate by refusing to sign the Southern Manifesto — a sort of
blood oath among the senators of the old Confederate states to
fight civil rights with all. the strength-and vigor at their com-
mand. ‘I wouldn't fight integration,” he says, “and that made
them mad.” Later, he would be the only Southern senator to
vote for the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act
of 1965. “I've never let anybody tell me how to vote” he says. ‘I

YN
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don't care whether he was the president or anybody else. After
all, I was older than Lyndon Johnson and John F. Kennedy and
Hubert Humphrey. I didn't need any advice on how to vote. I
had a fellow call me the other day. He was writing a biography
of Hubert Humphrey. He wanted to know if Humphrey had
influenced me to vote for civil rights. I said, ‘Hell, no. I was for
civil rights before I ever heard of Hubert Humphrey: "

Yarborough had barely learned his way to his Senate desk
before he began whittling on a whole forest of projects aimed
at improving the lot of The People. When he arrived in 1957,
he was appointed to the Labor and Public Welfare Committee,
the Education Subcommittee, and the Health Subcommittee —
all dealing with issues dear to him — and he remained on all
of them throughout his career. He discusses his Senate work
with a great deal more relish than his old battles against the
Texas Establishment.

“I think my major influence in the Senate and on the country
was in higher education,” he says. “When I went on the Educa-
tion Subcommittee, only three million people were in college in
this country. The reason was, nobody else had the money to
80, and the facilities weren't there, anyway. There was no way
a student could get federal money directly in his pockets to go
to school. But within seven or eight years, we passed five differ-
ent bills to put money straight into the pockets of students, The
first big breakthrough bill was the National Defense Education
Act in 1958. The Russians had put up ‘Sputnik I' in October of
'57, and the country got scared that Russia was ahead of us in
science and engineering. The bill did many different things. We
had grants — scholarships — in there for the students, but Lyn-
don Johnson opposed that, and it was changed to loans on the
floor of the Senate. We passed a bill giving grants to families so
impoverished that they couldn't repay a loan. We passed o

- 8overnment-guaranteed loans for students from middle-income
families. Then there was my Cold War G.I. Bill to let the vete-
rans go to college. The Pentagon fought that. The Defense
Department thought servicemen wouldn't reenlist if they got a
chance to go to college. What a horrible attitude for the Penta-
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gon to take!l I said, "You send those men to get their feet blown
off by land mines, to get hooked on dangerous drugs, to con-
tract tropical diseases — yet you won't let them go to school!
And we won.”

Through the years, Yarborough introduced history’s first bill
in the Senate to provide federal funds for the education of chil-
dren with learning disabilities. He wrote and cosponsored bills
to provide schooling for the blind and the physically handi-
capped, Operation Headstart for disadvantaged children, adult
education, bilingual education. He promoted federal funding for
high school science and language laboratories, for libraries in
public schools, universities, and medical schools.

“We were pushing education on every front,” he says. “Our
aim was to double college enrollment in ten years, from three
to six million. But in 1968, we had eight million in college. I
think it's twelve now. And I had more to do with that than any
other one senator. Ten years after passage of the National
Defense Education Act, the president of Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica was testifying at an evaluation hearing on how the pro-
gram was working. He called it ‘the greatest education

~ explosion in the history of the world.”

Senator Wayne Morse, a maverick himself, dubbed Yar-

._f‘“borough “Mr. Education of the Senate,” an appellation that still

leases him. “I was very honored by that, because Morse was

not a senator to praise people lightly” he says. “Most of us
bragged a lot about other senators. Wayne Morse seldom did. "
But there’s no political gain in that kind of legislation. The

school kids werer't votmg, and they didn't know about it, any-

way. Wher one of my major bills became law, the Texas papers

wouldn't mention that I had anything to do with it. It didn't

even pay to put out news releases on those bills because their

opponents were saying we-were trying to turn our schools over

to the federal government. That's the trick the big corporations

of Texas always use to get people scared of federal money:

‘They're trying to take over!' They’ — that indefinable thing.

Later, I would make speeches at high schools and mention

where they got the money for their laboratories and libraries,

P S AN
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and the people were completely surprised. The school boards
hadn't told their people that they had been built with federal
funds. They had suppressed that information.”

Yarborough also supported legislation to provide FHA-type
loans for people who wanted to build homes in the country,
and money to build public water systems for little towns and
villages. In 1969 he launched a federal War on Cancer. In 1970,
as a lame duck senator, he passed the Occupational Health and
Safety Act over President Nixon's veto. “After that,” he says,
“Nixon tried to kill it through maladministration” And in con-
servation, Yarborough was instrumental in creating in Texas the
Padre Island National Seashore, the Guadalupe Mountains

. National Park, the Fort Davis National Historic Site, and the

Big Thicket National Preserve.

During his thirteen years in Washington, Yarborough passed
more national legislation than any Texas senator in history,
including his hero, Sam Houston. But for the first half of his
career, he wasn't assisted much by the fact that the majority
leader was his fellow Democrat from Texas, Lyndon Johnson.
“Johnson tried to kill my Padre Island bill,” he says, “but I got it
passed. It took me five years. Then I started on the Guadalupe
Mountains. That wasn't so tough. Johnson didn't try to kill that .
because some of his friends out in West Texas wanted it. But he
tried to get somebody in the House to pass it first so I wouldn't
get credit for it

Getting credit for what he accomplished is a preoccupation
with Yarborough now, for the Texas press.didn't give him much
when he was in office, while it gave Johnson credit for many
deeds that were done by others. And, Yarborough feels, LBJ is
still grabbing unjustified glory from beyond the grave. “People
who fought me on a lot of these things are now trying to get
credit for them,” he says..“They’re trying to steal these things
from me. Over at the Johnson Library, theyre saying he was an
education president, claiming he passed all those education
bills. But Johnson and I weren't the bitter enemies painted up
by the press. He just wanted credit for everything [ did”
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Yarborough was riding in the car behind President John F.
Kennedy on November 22, 1963, when the shots rang out in
Dealey Plaza. He was at Parkland"Memorial Hospital when
Kennedy died. “Excalibur has sunk beneath the waves” he told
the press.

Later, reporters and historians wrote that the purpose of
Kennedy’s Texas tour had been to mend a rift in the state’s
Democratic Party, between Yarborough and Gov. John Con-
nally, both of whom would be running for reelection in 1964
— as Kennedy also planned to do. Yarborough strongly denies
that was the reason for the fatal journey. “I never heard that a
single time until after Kennedy was assassinated,” he says. “I
challenge anyone to find any reference previous to the trip to
any such thing being the cause of his coming to Texas. Kennedy
was a sharp politician. The idea that he would come here for
three days and roam over Texas to patch up a quarrel between
Connally and me is just ridiculous. Connally and I were both
trying to get closer to Kennedy, and it wouldn't hurt Kennedy if
Connally and I were quarreling, so long as we both were on his
side. Kennedy’s purpose in coming to Texas was to get ready
for the campaign of 1964. He came here to raise money”

Whether mending a rift was the purpose of the trip, there’s
no denying that such a rift existed. Lyndon Johnson was unop-
posed for the Democratic presidential nomination in 1964, and -

‘his longtime friend, Connally, wanted to get an Establishment

. man back in the Senate. He was promoting Congressman Joe

Kilgore from the Rio Grande Valley to oppose Yarborough in
the primary. B , '

A popular legend is that Johnson called him off and
presented the nomination to his old foe as a gift. Some say he

‘did it because he wanted a Texas vote in the Senate for the

Civil Rights Bill. But Yarborough denies that, too. “Johnson,
under cover, was doing everything he could to beat me in that
race,” he says. “But he was running for the presidency, and he
didn’t want it to be known publicly that he was trying to beat
a senator of his own party. Johnson called me to the White
House and told me, ‘It's not true that I kept Joe Kilgore from
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running against you. And I believe that was one time he was
telling the truth. If he had kept Kilgore from running, he would
have demanded something from me, because if Johnson gave
you a match for your cigarette, he wanted a ranch in return.
He told me that Kilgore gathered his financial .backers into a
room and hooked up the phone so everybody in the room
could hear. Then he called Johnson and asked if he should run
against Yarborough, expecting him to say yes. But Johnson
thought he was having a private conversation with Kilgore. He
didn't know the others were there. He said, ‘No, 1 don't think
you ought to run against Ralph Yarborough! Kilgore said, ‘Well,
I could beat him! And Johnson said, Tm not sure of that! So
Kilgore's money men got discouraged. And when Johnson called
me to the White House and told me that, he was mad that Kil-
gore had exposed him before all that crowd. He was irritated as
the mischief about that”

Yarborough's only opponent for the nomination was Gordon
MocLendon, a wealthy Dallas broadcast executive, whom he
beat handily. In the General Election, he defeated Republican
George Bush by an even larger margin than Johnson beat Barry
Goldwater in Texas.

Now that Johnson was president in his own right, Yar-
borough's Senate bills looked more attractive to him. “The truth
of the matter is, a lot of Johnson's Great Society legislation was
mine.” Yarborough says. ‘1 introduced a lot of those bills before
he got to be president, and he didn't support them then. Go
back and look at Johnson's record in the Senate. You won't find
him introducing any of those education bills and the bills for
progress that I did. The Kennedys, Wayne Morse, Paul
Douglas, and I were the progressives of that period. We had
been pushing those bills for years. But Lyndon swooped them
up and called them ‘my Great Society! He wanted to be a great
president, and he knew that to be a great president, you can't
be opposed to progress. Whenever I would pass one of my
bills, he would sign it and turn around with a great big grin
and say, ‘Ralph, this is part of my Great Society’ He jumped on
the bandwagon. And I'm glad of it, because if we had had
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some reactionary in the White House, he could have caused us
unteld trouble.”

One issue on which the two Texans never agreed, however,
was the Vietnam war. Yarborough early aligned himself with
Robert and Edward Kennedy, Eugene McCarthy, and other Sen-
ate “doves” and spoke out against its expansion. “1 kept voting
for the appropriations for it, though,” he says. “l wasn't about
to send our boys over there and then not send them the sup-
plies to protect their own lives. It wasn't their fault that they
were there. And I knew what the military was trying to get
Lyndon to do. The military wanted him to drop the atomic
bomb. And there was a lot of support for that. During the lat-
ter years of the war, 1 had people holding degrees from the
University of Texas stop me on the streets of Austin and say,
‘Ralph, what's the matter with you and old Lyndon? Lost your
nerve? You've got to dig them commies out just like rats. You've
got the weapon. Why don't you use it?’ But to Lyndon’s credit
— his eternal credit — he wouldn't drop the atomic bomb. He
refused to start the atomic war.’

And in 1968, when Robert Kennedy and Eugene McCarthy
— two of Yarborough's closest Senate allies — announced that
they would oppose Johnson for a second term, Yarborough was
caught in a bind. His reluctance to endorse Johnson ‘enthusiasti-
cally didn't sit well with many Texas politicians who hoped to
ride Johnson’s coattails again. By the time that chaotic

" Democratic National Convention convened in Chicago — a

convention to which he wasn't a delegate — Yarborough had
supported three different candidates for the presidential nomina-
tion. s e Y

“ preferred Kennedy over Johnson,” he says, “but I thought to

- try to change horses in the middle of the stream would bring

| ~ defeat to the Democratic Party. And 1 thought Johnson was a

better alternative than any Republican«would'have been,
although 1 disagreed with him on so many things. So when
Lyndon announced that he wasn't going to run — and that
astounded me — 1 came out for Kennedy. Then he got assassi-
nated. That left me with a choice between McCarthy and
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Humphrey. 1 chose McCarthy. But if had waited thirty days, I 3
wouldn't have. He had been doing the right things and picking ;
up steam, but after I announced for him, he immediately
started doing stupid things. When the Russians invaded Czecho-
slovakia and every other politician of both parties denounced
them for it, McCarthy wouldn't. He said the Russians were just
doing what we did in Vietnam. Then he announced who his
cabinet would be, and they were all millionaires and Republi-
cans. There wasn't a Democratic politician in his cabinet. Then
he said he would withdraw from the race if Ted Kennedy would
run. McCarthy didn't believe he could win. I wish I had just
stayed home and stayed out of it. | supported three different
people before it was over and finally wound up not supporting
anybody”

The debacle of 1968 weakened Yarborough's political strength
in Texas, and when he sought nomination to another term in
1970, The Establishment was ready. Lloyd Bentsen and his six
million dollars drove him out of office. In 1972 Yarborough
tried again to return to Washington — this time to sit in Repub-
lican John Tower's seat. But Barefoot Sanders — now a federal
district judge in Dallas — defeated him for the Democratic
nomination, and Tower beat Sanders.

For the néxt ten years, the liberal wing of the Texas
Democratic Party — it prefers to call itself the “progressive”
wing now — appeared to be dead. Since Yarborough's last
defeat, both Tower and Bentsen have been re-elected. Ronald i
Reagan is in the White House. Texas even elected its first
Republican governor since Reconstruction. Yarborough has §
spent those years in Austin, quietly practicing civil law, quietly
living in the unpretentious house that he and Opal bought :
years ago, which now is filled with their collection of antiques |
and the rare books and documents about the Texan and Ameri- |
can history that Yarborough loves with the fervor of a scholar.
And he fears for The People and the federal programs that he
and the Kennedys and even Lyndon Johnson had erected on
their behalf.
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Ms. Rea Donohue
R.R. 2, Box 111
Breckenridge, Texas 76424

Dear Cousin Rea,

Recently in a conversation with Ralph he stated that he

hoped the presentation of the plaqua was rescheduled in the

month of March or April, in order to avoid bad weather.

‘This note is not intended to set a date, bu?éolely to

pass on to you his remarks to me.

Merry Christmas to you and all of your family,

@M%&Q .

Donald V. Yarboxough
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' Charles D. Yarborough

. Charles D. Yarborough, 43, a Bed-
» ford attorney, died suddenly Thurs-
day in a Bedford hospital.
A mermorial sevice will be at 11
a.m. Saturday at First Baptist
Church in Hurst. Burial will be in
Restland Memorial Park in Dallas.
l Yarborough attended the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington, the Uni-
versity of Texasat Austinand South-
ern Methodist University. He was
' licensed to practice law in 1967.
He was a member’ of the Fort
Worth-Tarrant County Bar Associa-
tion, the Northeast Tarrant County

OPHELIA KESSLER
BOX 261
NEW CASTLE, TX 76372

He was a life member of
Sigma Pi, Texas Outlaws Corgﬁgz
Club, National Eagle Scout Associa-
:gon I'imlnd Texas Heritage Associa-
1on. He was a member of Fj
tis;Church. irst Bap-
arborough was a nephew of for-
mer US Sen. Ralph Ya}zborough‘r
Su'rvwors include his wife, Laura.
Patrick Yarborough of Bedford:
three daughters, Vicki Yarborough’ :
Charla Yarborough and Donna Yar-.
borough, all of Bedford; two broth-'

- ers, Bill H. Yarborough of Bedford

and John H. Yarborough of Irving;
and his father, Donald V. Yarbor-
ough of Dallas.

Bar Association of which he was
president in 1970-71, the Dallas Bar
Association, Tarrant County Trial

Lawyers Asscciation of which he
was director from 1976 to 1985 and Fort Worth Star Telegram

vice president from 1981 to 1984, the Saturday, September 21 ,
American Bar Association, Ameri- 1985

can Trial Lawyers Associations and

State Bar of Texas. I

CHARLES DAVID YARBOROUGH died Thursday, 19 September 1985 in Bedford, Texas at
the age of forty-three. The cause of death was a catastrophic reaction to
medication.

Countless Yarb(o)roughs across the nation mourn his death; he was indeed the
flagship of our family. For nineteen years Charles compiled, edited, and published
l Yasrbaromugh Fuamily Cagazine which he mailed without charge to hundreds of Yarb (o) roughs
and Yarb (o) rough descendants in twenty-six states, asking only that the subscriber
furnish self-addressed and post-paid envelopes. He aided countless Yarb (o)rough
l family researchers and shared his genealogy files with all who asked. He worked
long and hard to draw our scattered clans together again into one close knit family,
l He was the driving force behind three NATIONAL YARBROUGH REUNIONS: Petersburg,

Virginia in 1982; MNashville, Tennessee in 1984; and Fort Worth, Texas in 1985. At
the time of his death the fourth national get-together was being planned.

Now our heads are bowed in grief., Charles is gone. A prince has fallen.
Those wishing to send a message of sympathy to his family may send them to:

1001 Bedford Road
Bedford, Texas 76022
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NEW CASTLE, TX 76372

Charles Dauta{ (yatgotougﬁ
1941-1985

A mtllion words could not ﬂegtn to desartbe what Charles D, ‘yatgotougﬂ haas been to the Yan-
5010149/1 /aml[y. On aquguat 1966 fie 5zgan puﬁ[lcatton of "(yatl;otougﬂ 9aml[y (/Wagazlnc " On the

/lut Letter Chanles stated: "““The purpose ofﬁ;u /zugl’taatlon (s to /l[[ in ;nlaalng (n[otmat{un, to gttc{g;
mlasing [inks, and to acqualnt all the ‘yazﬂo'wug/;a o/t/x'x Untted States with one another.’’ For 1 9

Yyeara he campl[ul, edtted and ﬁu[:[ldﬁzd this magazine. And, we (yatl;otougﬁa all over the Untted
States have bseome aaqualnt::c[ with each other.

"The one t/z'lng we have all [earned ts it was not the magazine which was our [tmc, ut vathes (bs
/;ul;[uﬁu.

Charles was the J;lurtng /ouu behind a[[/aut o/th’z HNattonal (yatﬂwugﬁ aon,‘:'.umzza. Thts con-
fzuncz ta tneluded as tt ts ﬂzlng held tn memony 0/ Charles, ALl of the /aml[y present bave made a
4/1mta[ z[[ott to be here this ttme to pay espects to and honor Charles, the man w/ic;.uwml;u( s0 [ong
and hard to draw our scattered clana togzt/x’u again (nto one elose knit /aml[y.

Each [aml[y member has hls own memovy a/ Chalea, He was s0 many tﬁlngé to evach a[us.

On vesearah, he was our encouragement. He did not allow uas to reach deadends am{;‘,-iuz up. He
shared hts own [uutmtlona and /utntu/ auccess storles f’wm others, c/Wany of us [oun& nEW avenues
t/z’wugﬁ the records he ‘p'clntzc{. '

He was our u/mslto«:y’——tﬁz cznha[/z[ace where we could send our records and ln/atma.'lon where i
could be seen ﬂy anyone who asked.

He was out connecting [ink to the other rescarchers of our [tne, Hia ﬂuéy schedule di¢! not permit
him to answer gac/; Letter he recetved as he would have [ihed. UYéet, nzaz[y everyone hiene hos recelved a
qulcg note with a flece vf ln/oumatlon that mlgﬁt ﬁz[/z When Chanlea founa[ a Jzﬂnltc plece of tnfot-
matton that [lled tn a line, e called...and his Joy at another's success was equal to what his own
would have been had he /ound that elustoe 9uat, 9uat, great gtamlfatﬁu /o! whom Ae¢ searched. a"
¢om[ozttn_9 t/;ougl;t s that /ut/;a/u now ke has [aunc{ him ..

Moat tm/xoztant[:y,‘ Chales was our fuiend...more than a f'zamcl.../;z was a cousln to all ofua.
HAnd not [ust a cousln; but that [avotttz cousln, the one who was a[ways weleome n ous heraes and our
hearts. He had a great love /o'l /amt[:y; not Juat his tmmediate [aml[_y but the entixe ‘yatﬁowugﬁ
faml[y—-—/xaat, present, and those yet to Le born. He shared with us our upa and downs <1 research;
the addtttons to our fa;m![lu; and mourned with us gznulnel:y when we lost a [amlf_y memfre. just as we,

hta /aml[y, take these moments to remember Charles and share our [osa togzt/iu. -
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A million mords could not begin to deserifre what Charles Bavid Yarborough has been to the Yarborough family. In August
196 ke began publication of Yarhorough Family Mapazine. In the first etter from the Editor Charles stated: “The purpose of
thyis puhliration is to fill in missing infarmation, to bridge missing links, and to arquaint all the Parboroughs of the nited
States with one another.” For 19 years he tomyiled, edited and published this magazine. And, me Yarhoroughs all over the
Hnited States have hecome arqainted with rach other.

@ht one thing we ﬁang all fearned .iajit iﬁaﬁ not thn magazine which was our link. hut mthtf its publisher.
tharlm s the driving force befind allﬂnur of the National Jarborough Gonferences. Ghis ronference is incuded as itis
heing held in memory of Charles. All of the family present have made a sperial effort to he here this time to pay resperts o and

honor Gharles, the man who worked go {ong and hard to dram our scattered clans together again into one close knit
family. , ‘ , ‘

Each tamilg‘mmhpr hus his omn memory of Charles. %e was 50 many things to parh of us.

T research, e mas anr enrnﬁragemmt e Did not allow 18 to reach dead-ends and give up. Fe shared his pum frustrations
and printed sucress stories from others. Many of us found nem avenues through the records he printed.

ﬁt s our rgp@ﬁﬁﬂtg - thé rentral plare where we conld gend our records and information where it coutld he seen by any-
nne who asked. S S

e ad

g At B2 learre woloadaela NN cerrt nvirit him tr nnamor sach [ptter he
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* receined as he would have liked. Yet, nearly pveryone here has received a quick note with a piece of information that might help.
Wihen Charles foumd a definite piece of information that filled inaline, he ralled. . . and his joyat another’s surress mas pqual to
what his omm would have been had e found that elusive great, great, great grandfather for whom he searched. A comforting
thought is that perhaps now he has found im. R R :

Mot importantly, Charles mas our friend. .. more than a friend . . . he mas a cousin to all of us. And not just a rousin, but
that favorite rousin, the one who was always melrome in our homes and our hearts. e had a great love for family; not just his
immediate family but the entire Yarborough family — past, present and those yet to be horn. %e shared with us pur ups and
domme in researrh; the additions to pur families; and moirrned mith s gemtinely mhen me lost a family member jnst as me, his
family, take these moments to remember Charles and share our loss together.
Yet. the only way in which Charles is not with us this enening s physirally, e loued these gatherings and [ooked formard
1o pach one. Each time me gather Charles will e with us. Let us resolue that these ronferences will rontinte. Let us mork to con-
tinue this family clogeness that mas Gharles’ dream.

- Borth said, “. .. ta knom someone wrhyo thinks and feels with us, and who, though distant, is close to s in apirit, this makes
the earth for us an inkabited garden.” ;

@ harles Bawid Yarhorough . . . that someane who thought and felt with us and whe, though distant, ia cloge to us in apririt.

@harles . . . our leader, our friend, and the very special member of our family.
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